1.0 Introduction

Sy

Thé’purbés_e; of this report is togather : o“m ation, assess fish and ‘Wﬂdlifevlféééufcesb,‘ énd ,

 allowable over-depth from th

~ to remove rock in the channe tive channel alignments ha N pro
“from Coon Key to the mouth of Minnow Creek to facilitate safe and efficient navigation

4.0 Background

submit conservation recommendations to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) o~~~

aid in the preparation of ¢ dited feasibility study for the proposed expansion of the
Hernando Beach navigation channel in Hernando County, Florida. = |

This study is authorized under Section 933 of the Water Resource

1990. Our comments are submitted in accordance wit ns of the ¥
Coordination Act, as amended, and the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 19

amended.

2.0 Project Purpose
The project involves improving the safety of an existing channel at Hernando Beach. The
current width of the channel is sixty feet, which the sponsor believes prohibits safe passage

‘between two boats, especially commercial shrimp or fishing boats. ‘The channel has three

blind turns which obstruct the vision of oncoming boaters. The controlling depth of the

channel is minus four feet, which has resulted in grounding of commercial fishing vessels.

3.0 Project Description

The proposed project involves deepening the channel to minus six feet plus two feet
r-dep the entrance at the Hernando Beach development at Minnow
Creek to the eight-foot contour line in the Gulf of Mexico, approximately two miles,
Approximately 90-100,000 cubic yards of material will be removed from the channel and
placed in one of four. proposed disposal sites in and around Hernando Beach (figure 1).
The plan also calls for widening the channel from 60 to 100 feet. Blasting may be required

alternative channel alignments have been proposed

(figure 2). The project is located in Sections 7,8,11, 12, and 13, Township 23S, Range 16

o

Hemando Beach is located in Hemanda--County/ on the north central Gulf Coast of

Florida, and is bounded on the north by Citrus County, on the south by Pasco County, and
to the east by Sumter County (figure 3 ). This reach of the coast is the southern terminus
of the “big bend” region, and is in a zero-energy wave zone with a tidal amplitude of 29.2
inches (Myers and Ewel 1990). Average annual temperatures range from a maximum of

- 80-82 degrees to a minimum of 60-62 degrees Fahrenheit. Average annual rainfall is 50-

60 inches (Winsberg 1990). |




The project area consists of marine, freshwater wetland and upland habltats within the
Minnow Creek basin. Portions of the saltmarsh and associated tidal creeks were filled and
channelized to provide boating facilities and residential development (1980's). A public

_ /boat ramp is located at the eastern termmus of the channel. The mouth of the creek meets

the ramp channel approximately one mile to the west at the Gulf of Mexico, and continues

" along the shoreline of Coon Key Point (figure 4)! Salt marsh and spoil from previous

dredge events line the interior of this and other spoil islands. Intertidal and subtidal depths
range from zero to minus ten feet, with a white, sandy substrate vegetated with patchy
macroalgae beds. Rocky shoals are found in sections of the work area. Upland disposal
islands contain native and exotic shrubs. '

4.0 Affected Environment
4.1 Intertidal and Subtidal Zone

On May 20 and 21, 1997, Service biologists using a boat conducted a site inspection of
the existing channel and proposed alternate channels (figure 5). ‘The inspection was
conducted during high tide. The bottom sediments were composed of quartz sand and
shell hash, with scattered rocks Water clarity was excellent. -

A shelf extends approximately 30 feet from the shore along Coon Key Point to where the
channel begins. The water depths on the shelf range from zero to minus ﬁve feet, with a
sandy, rocky substrate. It appears many of the spoil islands. have suffered erosionas a
result of heavy boat wakes; in certam mstances only spits rand shoals remam

Random bottom samplmg was done within the proposed channel reahgnments and on both -
sides of the existing channel. Depths ranged from minus three to six feet. Vegetatlon
consisted of macroalgae and seagrass. Specres composition and abundance was consistent
throughout the project area. Algae species Dictyota spp ‘and Sargassum spp. were
located sporadically on either side of the channel, growing in a clump-like fashion (figure
6). Extensive beds of Acetubularia calyculus, Penicillus dumetosus, Dasycladus

- vermicularis, shoal grass (Halodule wrightii), and turtle grass (Thalassza testudinum)

were found which supported invertebrates, crabs and fish (figures 7 and 8). The largest
and healthiest beds were found on the north side of the channel, approximately 100-150
feet beyond the rock shoals, beginning at marker 29, and extending westward (figure 9)
Most of these beds are evident on aerial photographs. The majonty of the beds lie i in.
minus. four to six feet of water.

To the southeast the seagrass beds are first evident at markers 3 and 4A on the south

- side, and extend eastward to the reallgnhwnt areas. The beds are sporadlc and less dense

than those found to the north (figures 10 and 11). They are composed of shoal grass,
Penicillus dumetosus Acetubularza calyculus, and Dasycladus vermicularis.
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' Sandy beaches: are populated by small short-hved mfauna with hlgh specxes denslty and

substantial reproductive potential and recruitment. These communities occur inrelatively
well-deﬁned zones end to some extent:on the nature of the substrate. Invertebrate :
species may be[li:oun | in-th ese'systems, including det:apod crustaceans, b:valves splomd '
worms and bu owmg haustomd amphlpods ' / ‘

The spoil 1s1an¢#: vary in elevatlon Some have retained their ongmal height (4-5 feet), and
support saltbush (Baccharis halimifolia), Australian pine (Casuarina litorea), Brazilian
pepper (Schm terebinthifolius), southern red cedar (Jumiperis silicicola), marsh elder
(va. ﬁwtescensj- and cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto) (ﬁgure 14). Other 1slands have

port no vegetation. ‘
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Sandpipers (Family Scolopacidae), willets (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus), American \ Q*
oystercatchers (Haemotopus palliatus), possibly semi-palmated plovers (Charadrius

semipalmatus), and wading birds [great blue heron (Ardea herodias), American egret

(Casmerodius albus ), and snowy egret (Egretta thula)] were observed on the spoil -

islands. Brown pelicans (Pelecanus occidentalis), ring-billed gulls (Larus delawarensis),

and laughing gulls (Larus atricilla) were seen on the spoil islands and offshore. Boat-tail

- grackles (Quiscalus major) and white ibises (Eudocimus albus) were seen restmg in the

shrubs on the spoil islands.

Federally threatened and endangered sea turtles [loggerhead (Caretta carretta), green:
(Chelonia midas), leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), hawksbill (Eretrnochelys :
imbricata), and Kemp’s ridley (Lepidochelys kempu)] frequent the Gulf waters along

- Hernando County. They are not documented to nest in the project area or elsewhere in

Hernando County (Florida Marine Research Institute 1995). However, the seagrass and
algae beds located within the project area may provide foraging and resting habitat for
turtles. We recommend the National Marine Fnshenes Service (NMFS) be contacted for
guldance on project protection measures. '

The endangered Florida manatee (Tnchechus manatus latzrostris) is also known to

 ‘traverse inshore Gulf waters and springs. During spring and summer, manatees typically

disperse throughout Florida waters. In fall and winter they aggregate where warm water
and food are available. Our database indicates one perinatal mortality in 1995,

- approximately four miles north of the project area in Mud Spring (FMRI 1996) Although

the project area is not considered a high risk zone, the seagrass and algae beds may attract
foraging manatees. . The Corps indicated that blasting of subsurface rock (hmestone) may
be necessary. If manatees are present in the zone of influence of the blast, injury or death
may result. We recommend, therefore, that the Corps initiate section 7 consultation on ,
the manatee, in accordance with the. Endangered Specxes Act of 1973, as amended before

- project implementation.

44Mz’:at<zmmtds

. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 as amended protects individuals and active nests

of the birds mentioned above. Spoil islands provide suitable shorebird nesting habitat, and
spring-summer disposal of spoﬂ material on existing islands could disturb or destroy active

nests. The Corps should follow the recommendations outlined in the Jacksonville . :
District’s Final Migratory Bird Protection Plan (February 1993) to avoid take of these O*‘ '
species. - : '
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| The habitat asgbclated w1th the three proposed reah
‘ Selecnon of an

Turbndlty from runoﬁ“ could suﬁ’ocate ﬁsh Some ﬁsh may dne durmg sand'-f lacernent or [

removal When v work'  cot

beds mclude s, a turtles, manatees bottlenose dolphm : (Turs. itﬁmcatus), wadmg and

: dlvmg bu'ds j‘f‘_yers and Ewel 1990) However water clanty should nmprove gradually

ent channels was desenbed above
y one of the three options would result in the same impacts as.a result of
dredgmg, including the temporary loss of benthic organisms and ﬁsh, decreased water
quahty, and po%slbly the loss of seagrass beds : o

- The Serwce be,’,eves that mmgatmn for nnpacts to seagrass beds shculd be requxred Ooft-

site mitigation may be appropnate as reestablishment of grass beds in the new channel may
be difficult due to constant boat traffic and unsuitable water depth "Possible mitigation
includes transp| anting 1 the beds nearby prior to construction activity, or supplementmg new
plantmgs with existing plant material. Utilization of the current seed source should be
considered. We request further coordmatlon regardmg this matter durrng the desrgn phase :
of this. progect = . ; ‘

If blasting of b drock for channel deepemng should be requlred, we do not beheve this
activity. should cause major sediment dlsplacement ConcuSsxon from the blast, however

may result i in fi h mortahty




_ Spoil i)lacement on existing disposal islands would result in the loss of established

vegetation and create a barren substrate. - As a result of the loss of vegetation, potential
roosting and loafing sites for birds would be eliminated. However, barren areas may offer
additional nesting and foraging sites for other bird species. Reestablishment of the shrubs
should occur within a short time (1-3 years). Birds which utilize the islands may leave
during construction activities, but will return when work is completed. Placement of new
material may expand the littoral zone, but will result in the loss of submerged bottoms.

/
Di [ Sites
Site 1

This site is located on Coon Key Point and is a natural island forming the northern

" boundary of the eastern portion of the channel (figure 15). It consists of a black

needlerush saltmarsh, mangrove fringe, and upland spoil ridge. The 1sland and marsh is

penetrated by several tidal creeks and has minimal human impact. Herons and egrets were

seen. The clapper rail (Rallus longirostris), long-billed marsh wren (Cistothorus

platensis), and seaside sparrow (dmmodramus maritimus) are common saltmarsh

residents (Myers and Ewel 1990). Willets are also known tonest and feed in salt marshes. gt
Resident mammals include only the rice rat (Oryzomys palustris), but transient mammals O
such as the raccoon (Procyon lotor), marsh rabbits (Sylvilagus gossypinus), and minks h
(Mustela vison) use the marsh. Two reptiles are resident, the diamond back terrapin

(Malaclemys terrapm) and salt marsh snake (Nerodla clarki).

Based on the fish and wildlife resources on-site, the Service does not recommended the -
use of this tract as a disposal site.

- Site 2

{
/

This site is approximately 0.33 mile long, located between Hernando Beach Road and /‘

State Route (SR) 595 (figure 16). This parcel is a remnant of a hydric pine flatwoods
system. The current use is a private golf tee and hole, wnth the center mowed and the

~ sides left to grow naturally. The site is-probably a temporary flooded wetland. ' Several

‘wetland species were observed, including white-top sedge (Dichromena colorata), cattail
(Typha latifolia), dock (Rumex spp.), dwarf spikerush (Eleocharis cellulosa), soft rush
(Juncus effusus), sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense), assorted grasses, and cabbage palm
(Sabal palmetto). 1t is bordered on the north by a smgle-famlly resxdence and on the west
by salt marsh. Debns plles and trash were observed on-site.

The Servxce recommends this tract as a disposal site since there is minimal wetland impact

and wildlife use. / SRR Q
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6.0 Recommendations
The Service recommends the following:
1. The Corps should use site 3 as the preferred dxsposal site, followed by site 2. These

sites are disturbed, urbanized uplands and disturbed wetlands that do not appear to
support sngmﬁcant fish or wildlife resources. Use of these sites should result in minimal

_ envn'onmental 1mpacts

2. Spoil island renourishment is a second alternative. The existing islands have eroded,
and renourishment would provide nesting habitat for shore birds, and roosting and loafing
areas for song and wading birds once shrubs are established. Ifisland disposal is chosen,
proper containment measures should be used to prevent adverse environmental impacts

' from runoff to aquatic species and associated habitat. No new islands should be created.

3. In areas where the existing channel will be expanded, only the south side of the channel

should be dredged in order to protect the best seagrass and algae beds.

4, The three channel alignments occur in the same habitat type; therefore, the i impacts are
similar regardless which alignment is selected. Since the location of seagrass and
macroalgae beds are sporadxc in this area, mapping should be done for an accurate
evaluation and to assist in developmg a mitigation plan..

5. The Corps-should reevaluate the need to extend the channel out to the eight-foot -

contour. Based on our cursory survey, the existing water depths were five to ten feet not

one to two feet as shown on the navrgattonal charts.

6. Further mvestrgatlon should be considered regardmg the followmg issues: a) better

~ define the hmrts of the project, including the selection of the realignment channel and spoil

site, b) beneficial use of spoil material, ¢) a more deﬁmtlve description of the habltats
affected by the project.
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Scoping Letter and Responses




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P.0.BOX 4970 ’

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 322320019

" REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Planning Division .
Environmental Branch &}UN 2 8 2000

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
" The Hernando County Board of County Commissioners has
requested that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), .
Jacksonville District, study the feaSibility of improving the
Hernando Beach Channel. To assist in this effort, the Corps is
gathering information to define issues and concerns that will be
addressed in a feasibility-level report for the proposed action.:

Widening and deepening the existing channel as well as
several dredged material placement options are being considered.
Among the placement site options are nearshore placement of
: dredged material along the north side of existing disposal
(:> islands, upland placement and beneficial use of dredged material
by creation of shallow water habitat in the mining lakes in the
 Weeki Wachee Preserve. .

The Corps welcomes your views, comments, suggestions, and
any information about resources, study objectives, and important
features within the described study area. ‘Letters of comment or
inquiry should be addressed to the letterhead address to the
attention of Planning Division, Environmental'Coordination
Section and received by this office within 30 days of the date

- of this letter.

Sincerely,

James C. Duck
Chief, Planning Division

Enclosure

le
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Scoping Letter

Figure

Placement area under consideration

Possible channel re-alignment

Existing chanﬁel
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~¢P O Box4970 ,
;‘]acksonvﬂle, FL 32232 0019

ps 6f7Ehgmeéﬁrs; o

S Dear Mr Duck

ThlS in response to your request of Iune 28 2000 seekmg comments regardmg

e the dredgmg of the Herk ,ando Beach Chahnel B

Let me 11m1t my comments to ~’ust two areas;, since beheve you are gettmg adv1ce L
 from those Wlth far more e
~ county has no vision that would involve major 1mprovements to the Beach area

“similar to what is common in other Florida ports. Thatis, facilities for slips for

ertise than [ have to offer. First, Let me assume the '

charter boats, transients, commercial flshmg, restaurants etc. If they have no
“long range plans, it might be more practical and inexpensive to use the dredged
material near-shore, but sufﬁc1enﬂy west to permit wadmg from offshore 1slands
to at least waist depth atlow tide. o :

My greatest interestis a isafety issue, keeping in mind vessels in distress, under
tow, or transient traffic. It would be wise to have something akin to a turning
basin where vessels can be anchored. If the vessel is without power it would
allow for it to be out of the way until it can be more safely rigged and/or towed
to its final destination. It would also allow for a transient to anchor in safety
while the skipper reconnoiters in a dinghy; and to more safely come about and
return to open waters, if the skipper so chooses.

Sincerely,
/,_.A_m) )

[1\/ o g;; g j%...v:)

]ohn Relmers




Tom (TD) Talbott | g —

4392 Tahiti Drive
Spring Hill, Florida 34607
1-352-596-4523
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- Therefore we feel we have a in what is going on

. property at

Rightnow we Have a beautiful, CLEAN area onth norh side ofthe sands hat borde the existng
channel. It is the only beach available in Hernando Beach; a place to swim, snorkel and bask in the sun.

Anything that disturbs'the ecology and beauty of this area is not acceptable.

Deepening and Wiydenjingk tlhi’sk channel to accommodate Jarger and more numbers of commercial vessels
does not appear to me to serve the greater good, There is a vast difference between a handful of shnmpers
that currently use the channel and the influx of more commercial use. The existing shrimpers (including
many who have migrated from points south) have already caused an enormous amount of damage to the

- gulf bed. Damage that will take years to repair once they have harvested shrnnp to the p‘o}iﬁf ofnear
extinction. . To risk the pollution of our precious water park to encourage this seems a sécfilége. i+

IF you must proceed with this project PLEASE find somewhere else to dump the dredged méteriél.

Respectfully,

Michael & Shirley Jordan

12003820882 289 704 4447, = ALD Sio A Ac




July 11, 2000

To: Dept of the Army
Jacksonville Dist. Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

From: Robert G. Stokes
4104 Flamingo Blvd. .
Hernando Beach, FL 34307

To Whom it may Concern,

I am writing in response to you letter to the Hernando County Board of Commissioners
regarding the feasibility of improving the Hernando Beach Channel. As a New Home owner and
resident of the Hernando Beach area I am very interested in improving the entrance to this area.

I’m am very pleased that the Corp of Engineers has taken an interest in making the
channel wider and deeper to make the Gulf more accessible to the many boaters that live in the
immediate area and also to the many boaters that use the public and commercial launch areas.

It is my opinion the that the new dredging should take place in the existing channel and
that the spoils should be placed in the area on Old Coon Key Point area that you have designated
number 2.

I am sure that by using the existing channel and the number 2 spoil area that many dollars
could be saved; rather than dredging out an entirely new area that could be hampered by the many

large rocks that could be in the area.

Please take the above into consideration. Thank You

v/

Robert G. Stokes




Dear Mr Duck

Thank you for your | Ietter requestmg our vrews and comments in regard to the

Hernando Beach Channel Dredge

We have been property owners on Hernando Beach smce 1979 The dredge :

would be adefi nite asset to this area and we are in favor of lt
QOur comments are as follows:

1. . Since it was the commermal fi shmg fleet that established the feasublhty
of this dredge project, we feel that the. existing channel should be

followed ‘The great majorlty (about 46) of the commercial fi ishing-boats

are docked at the east end of the Tarpon canal whnch feeds, directly
into the channel.  The re-alignment would not be in the best interest of
the commercial fishing fleet.

2. To enhance the existing islands adjacent to the existing channel would
be the best and most economical use of the dredge materials.

Thank you for considering our opinions.
Sincerely,

e

William“J. Jackson Julia A. Jackson




" Jacksonville, Fl. 32232-0019

431 Waterfall Drive
Spring Hill, Fl. 34608
July 13, 2000
Dept. of the Army '
Jacksonville Dist.
Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 4970

Attention: Mr. James C. Duck '
Chief, Planning Division

Dear er.

We are in recelpt of your Hernando Beachnav1gat10n study scoping
letter and appreciate the opportunity to express our feellngs on
the subject.

First - We would recommen plac1ng the dredged materlal adjacent to
the existing channel until you get to where you have marked
"Possible channel re- alignment."

Second -~ From that point on. we would recommend re—-aligning the

channel to remove the dangerous turns along Coon Key. The
dredged materlal from that point on could go along Coon Key or
to the creation of a shallow water Habitat at the old mining
lakes , whichever is more ecomnomical.

Thlrd - We recommend the new channel be aligned as moted to a basin

midway between the entrances of Cheek's Creek, Marlin Camnal and
Flamingo Canal as we have noted on the reverse.

Thank you for considering the Hernando Beach resident's feelings
in this matter.

. ‘ Yours truly,

Hequ C. Leo
s o

Rita P. Leo _

_— - .. 0 y
: .Débbie Panarella -
Qur Beach Residence: N A
3369 Gulfview Drive

'Hernando Beach




| }Jac’ksonvﬂle Di
P. 0. Box 4970

- ‘-stra

‘ Planmn' D1v1’" n, Env1ronmental Coordmatlon Sectlon A

1°,t Co rﬁs‘of‘EngmG,Gl'Sj e

Jacksonvﬂle Flonda 32232 0019

“exis tmg channel If you choose the exxstmg channel to w1den and deepens t should be l
\engmeered in such a way as to eliminate the sharp bends Le. bhndspots that NOW exist.

As to: the placement of the dredged material, your existing options of ﬂl]mg the lakes at

. Weeki Wachee Preserve and creatmg shallow water habltats are reasonable

Another optlon for the dredged materlals that would prov1de add1t10na1 beneﬁts to ,
mariners would be a breakwater protecting the channel area and the surrounding coastline. |
Dredged materials could be used as part of a breakwater with other materials to prevent

erosion of the new channel along with providing a safe refuge for mariners on the West
Coast of Florida.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann and James St. Arnaud




3399 Eagle Nest Drive
Hernando Beach, FL 34607

July 15, 2000

Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Attn: James C. Duck
Chief, Planning Division

Dear Sir,

In response to your letter of 6/28/2000 re: dredge material placement options for the proposed
Hernando Beach Channel Dredge following are our considered opinions:

The number one area, along the north side of the existing spoil islands is our preference for the

following reasons:

1. This site is practically on-site disposal and is surely the most cost beneficial. Additionally if the
dredge material is judiciously placed, it could act as a breakwater to protect shoreline properties from
wave action during tidal surges such as we experienced in 1993. It would enhance bird and fish
sanctuaries and eventually given the time element, vegetation would become productive.

© 2. We would consider site #2 Coon Key Point as the next best alternative. This area is good

from the point of view of cost effectiveness and also since the area has become part of the existing
channel’s configuration.

3. As for site three, highway improvements being considered on Shoal Line Boulevard have received
unfavorable recommendations for many years, but now the road widening project has only been
considered and will not be on the County’s agenda until 2001.(October 2001). Considering the
number of governmental agencies: DEP, Wetlands Management, Fish and Wildlife, etc. that must
approve any such projects, it seems highly unlikely the projects could coincide in the time frames set
by Army Corps of Engineers for the dredge even though the road definitely needs widening for
evacuation purposes since it is the “only way out”.

We completely discount sites numbered 4 and 5 for the following reasons:

1. The cost of transporting the dredge material over water ( on rented barges) and by large trucks
from the shore to the various points in the Weeki Wachee Preserve would be prohibitive to the point
that the county share would be large enough for the taxpayers to complain and opt for abandonment

of the dredge.

2. When the mining lakes were formed, they came about because the mining company broke through
the roof of the aquifer during their operations. Dumping the spoil material into the lakes would
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HERNANDO AUDUBON SOCIETY

PO Box 1678
Brooksville, Fi, 34605-1678

August 5,1999

Hernando Beach Port Authority
Susan #larmon, Chairmarn

Dear Ms. Harmon,

The Hernando Audubon Society endorses the use of dredged
material from channel widening operation to expand the
existing speil banks in the area.

We believe that creation of larger spoil islands and
channel banks will provide a larger and more diversified
area of wildlife habitat, a positive use of the dredged
material,

>

el% éé) /ﬂ,&é/’ﬂ/

President

Promoting Hewando County Naturally




~ Environmental Branch 8
o G ~ July 18,2000

From: C.N. Pappas
: 4091 Gulf Coast Drive )
Hernando Beach, Florida 34607

Re: Your letter dated ‘Jﬁnezys,;zooo i

The choice of which channel to dredge into Herando Beach, and where to depositthe
dredged material, is a no brainer for the following reasons: S

1. The existing channel has endured, since its inception (circa 1958) with little or no
' maintenance, and is still navigable. : ‘ ‘ : ’

2. Dredging the existing channel and depositing the dredged material at Coon Key
Point would not only be the most cost effective option, but would also provide a
basis for the development of a dockage facility for the commercial fishing fleet;

thus ending the existing resident/commercial fisherman controversy.once and for
all. R ‘ ~ '

Respectfully submitted,

C.N. Pappas




July 18, 2000

Edward Stephenson
4374 8th Isle Drive
Hernando Beach, FL 34607

Department of the Army

Jacksonville Dist Corps of Engineers
P.0O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Attn: James C. Duck
Chief, planning Division

Ref: Hernando Beach channel.
Request for public comment on handling of dredged material

Dear Mr. Duck,

My preference would be for a proper breakwater on the south side of the
chammel , capable of providing a "safe harbor" situation for small boats during
heavy weather periods, whioch generally come from the south.

I recognize that the loose, unstable soil will promptly wash back into the
main channel, however, if the budget can carry at least a partial, short
breakwater, I'd like to see the dredged material placed behind it on the south
side of the channel. The breakwater would prevent the washing out of all the
soil on the north side (as per the existing spoil islands) and provide a soil
covered island suitable for recreation.

Regargds,

Ed Btephenson
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proposal before the P hority and.
atalocal meeting held recently at the Coast Guard Station. In partic
enclosed material clearly illustrates that there was an existing waterway (called Stony Creek) =
prior to the development of Hernando Beach. This waterway currently runs along Companero

- Augpstino Deretti
- OIB&aCrpeDrve
- Hernandlo Beach, Florica 34607

. 2200

~ Jacksonville, F1 322320019

Thank you for your correspondence allowing me to have input ints
roject. Regarding your Map suggestion, I would favor

) zBreakWater

n, parts of my original
rps and County Commissioners
lar Plan Band D of the

N

liberty of enclosing material for your conside
e Port Authority and my presentation to the (

Entra. =~ : , : :
The color photographs were taken at street level pointing west and illustrates that some
dredging has been done along the waterway. o SRRy Rt
Currently access to the Gulf requires that boaters navigate under a bridge at low tide for
clearance. The proposed channel would allow access to the Gulf at all times. | |
Thave contacted the local water office (SWFMD) and spoke to Mr. McCherry. He suggested

that DEP be contacted since that waterway falls into their area of Jurisdiction. He suggested that
Mr. W. Merritt be contacted, as he is the ombudsman for that agency. His number is ‘

813-744-6100 (X475).

The local community is supportive of this dredging proposal and feels that it could be an
integral part of the total dredging plan. : ; C

I'have on several occasions spoken to Mr. A. Gonzales of your agency, and have taken the
liberty of mailing this information to him as I promised. I further would appreciate your input on
this additional plan as to inclusion into the total plan. I look forward to cooperatively working
with you on this project

Sincerely,

gt st

Augustino Per

The following individuals can be contacted for further information.
A. Gladys Moore, 4049 Hermosa Blvd., Hernando Beach, FL 34607 (352-597-2676)
B. Joe Mancusi, 3193 Shoal Line Blvd., Hernando Beach F1 34607 (352-596-8382)
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Plan A-The removal of the Dam

I propose the removal of the Boatlift dam and the cleaning or
dredging of the waterway along side Companero Entra, (as is apparent
from the enclosed aerial view,) there appears to be not only the
beginnings of a canal, but a natural waterway already existing there.

If this were to be accomplished it would also address the issue of
navigation under the bridge at Companaro. This bridge is only navigable
during low tide because the clearance at MLT is 5ft. The proposed plan
would give direct access to boaters to the Gulf and by-pass the bridge.

Plan B. Leave the Dam but dredge the waterway

If the dam cannot be removed because of restrictions due to the
Consent Decree, then the dredging of the waterway alongside Companero
would give direct access to the Guif. This would take advantage of the
existing waterway and not severely change the flow into the Gulf.

Plan C. Opening of the Stilt canal berm
If the berm were to be opened and joined to the existing canal
portion that had been started by Mr. C. Sasser during the development of (|
the area, then the dredging and completion northward of a channel to join
the Orchid canal, thereby granting direct access to Guif for the home
owners. This plan would also address the issue of flushing the landlocked
canal system, which is occurring at this time but not sufficiently to prevent
the slow pollution of the water.

Plan D. Depositing of the Dredged Material

The opportunity presents itself that this material must be deposited
somewhere. Why couldn’t a comprehensive plan be developed to utilize it
in a manner that would enhance the environment by creating of barrier
islands and sanctuaries, and maybe even provide a recreation area for the
residents, such as a beach? It's an ironic twist that Hernando Beach reallly
doesn’t have a beach for the residents, although it was in the original plan

by Mr. Sasser.
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Mark T. McMullen

4086 Gulf Coast Drive
Hernando Beach , Florida 34607

July 22 , 2000

Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Attn. Planning Division

P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville , Florida 32232-0019

James C. Duck

This letter is in response to the letter sent from your office dated June 28 , 2000
concerning the Hernando Beach project . Concerning the placement of the channel , 1
favor straightening and re-aligning the channel of the two options proposed . I do so for
reasons of safety and ease of navigation . The fewer blind curves to negotiate the safer
the channel will be . Too many boaters travel the channel at speeds I consider unsafe for
the prevailing conditions . Also many boaters under estimate the amount of drift of their
vessel while negotiating a curve or under estimate the room required by a larger
approaching vessel . Both situations increase the likelihood of a collision while traveling
through a bend in the channel .

The current spoils islands along the channel are frequently use for recreation .
However their recreation potential is limited by their small size . Enlarging these islands
with the dredge material would increase their recreational potential and provide a travel
destination for smaller boats . In addition the islands provide shelter for boats traveling
in the channel from north and northeast cross winds . When these winds are strong , it
takes considerable concentration to avoid drifting out of the channel . I would also think
that this approach would have the added benefit of simplicity and cost savings .

Where ever the channel is ultimately located , the canal that directly feeds the
channel is going to be the most dramatically impacted . The other two main canals are
still going to have problems with depth in the shoreline channels that connect them to the
new main channel . Many boats will still have limited access to the new channel
secondary to this problem . This includes both boats in residential areas and boats
serviced by the commercial enterprises located at the heads of each of the three main
canals . I think it should fall within the mandate of the project that these shoreline
channels connecting the three main canals be considered as branches or extensions of the
main channel . Any cost savings that can be realized should go towards improving these

connecting channels to maximize the benefit of the project .

Sincerely :
S -

T E A
,,/,fl o V/Z/

R—




L the Hernando Beach Channel

JudyA Polatschek ,‘
4529 Flounder Drive
 Spring Hill, FL 34607 .

: Mr James C. Duck, Chlef Plannmg D1v1snon ’
*Departmen of the Army W
' Jacksonville Corps of Engmeers
 P.O.Box4970
, *Jacksonvﬂle FL 32232 0019

‘ ,July 23, 2000

: )'Deaer Duck

1 have recently read the letter sent to the res1dents of Hernando Beach regardmg the proposed re—de51g11 of

T am all in favor of 1mprov1ng the ex1st1ng channel by wndemng and deepen‘ n the channel However I am
i adamantly agamst and even appalled by the proposed des1gn as 1t is outhn ; m‘ the letter I recently :
i recelved ‘ , : he

Ifeel that the new deSIgn whxch w111 be a safety hazard and a maJor mconvemence by requxrmg boats and
* fishing vessels alike, to trave! east (especially those who reside west of the proposed point of entry), before

they can travel west to reach the Gulf. The proposed design will be a dangerous source of accidents. and
inconveniences, especially when boater need to reach their ports in a timely manner in the case of an
approaching storm. I really hope that you will reconsider this design and simply widen and deepen the
existing channel as it now stands. This would be the simplest, least expensive and best course to pursue
with regard to the new channel, in the best interests of the local re31dents the commerclal fishing vessels
and the general public. : ;

* Thank you.

Sincerely, D

dy A/ Polatschek




Richard K. Palais
4529 Flounder Drive
Spring Hill, FL 34607
(352) 596-3347

7-23-00

James C. Duck, Chief, Planning Division
Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

I'am writing to you regarding the proposed plan for the Hernando Beach Channel. I appreciate the
opportunity to share my thoughts with you regarding this project.

Please be advised that I believe that the proposed plan for the channel as it now stands, would be a grave
disaster for the residents of Hernando Beach as well as the commercial fishing vessels who use the
channel daily The design and the placement of the new channel would be not only a tremendous
inconvenience to the local boaters and the fishing vessels in the area, but would also pose a grave
navigational and boat traffic hazard due to the need for vessels attempting to reach the gulf from the west
of the single point of entry of the new single channel to have to first travel east. I also believe that
additional erosion and loss of resources would be a negative by-product of the new design as well due to
the unconventional shape and placement of the proposed channel.

I respectfully request that you consider keeping the current design for the new channel and simply
widening and deepening the entire area of the present existing channel to allow more traffic and safe
passage for all who use the channel.

I also believe that the material removed by the deepening operation should simply be placed on top of, and
around the existing spoil istands that now line the northern boundary of the existing channel. This would
be the most practical and least expensive plan of action for these materials.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely, . |
Lobipndl K&g

Richard K. Palajg
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R. C. Keith, Jr.
3187 Sanibel Drive
Hernando Beach, FL 34607
(352) 596-2649

James C. Duck, Chief, Planning Division
Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Duck:

Thanks for your invitation to share our views on the Hernando Beach Channel
project. I believe the beginning of the existing channel should remain where it is as this is
where the fishing fleet resides and where the fishing fleet enters the channel. Otherwise
they would come.out of the canal, turn south for about ¥ mile in the existing channel and
then turn west into the proposed or realigned channel.

Additionally this would cause greater erosion to the lots and seawalls on the
western shore between the old and proposed channels as the fishing fleet heads south to
the proposed channel. (I do not live on that shoreline.)

I favor the existing path of the old channel except for the wide arc up to Coon Key
point. This arc should be straightened out. If the realignment channel is decided on, I
believe the channel along the western shore of Hernando Beach should be a "no wake"
zone. The fill from the dredge should be placed in the area of least expense.

Thanks for your interest.

Very truly yours,

" /, i

Pt LTI 4

(o

R. C. (Ross) Keith, Jr.




- Mr. James c. duci

offer goes

> our arrival) and living here long enough
there are obviously : evere demands bei

“our most valuable natural resource. The fact thatour =
 disability to enjoy the full potentia s t

in the United States over the decades. Severe loss of sea turtle
nesting habitats along with the decline of native salt water fish
has had a lot of individuals very worried. We understand that
many things can be blamed for this unfortunate setting.
Swelling of residential neighborhoods, residential pesticide and
fertilizer use to name a few. Our community has also seen a
large increase of commercial activity calling Hernando beach
home. We understand the fall of this type of industry along all
of the United States waterways. The simple facts of over
fishing, under regulating and full blown quest for more and
more shrimp has done some shorter term irreversible damage
to our gulf waters. The fact that this industry is going to be
here for the time being puts some burdensome questions on
the table. What specific long-range damage is being done to

our sponge and grass beds? What effect on sea turtle
populations have been documented? Hag our county evaluated
the loss or decline of any indigenous species of fish or wildlife?




These are all questions that will surely be answered by the
corps during its evaluation of our channel for a potential
dredge. From an ecological standpoint we see our coastal
waters in a critical time.

As we have learned, there are many important aspects of the
corps proposed dredge. We have been told that there are more
then. sufficient revenues generated by our shrimping industry
to warrant a corps involvement. We have yet to see any
documentation on these dollar figures. At a small meeting that
corps representatives held recently, it was made clear to us
that one of the main issues would be the loss of revenue due
to damage of commercial vessels accessing our channel. We
can reasonably estimate our commercial fleet at an average of
40-60 craft per evening utilizing our channel. I have accessed
our channel approximately 1000 times in the last 13 plus
years and have witnessed less then a half dozen commercial
craft stranded in our channel. This does not seem to add up.
We are eagerly awaiting a documented report of the justifiable
involvement of the corps here due to these types of
occurrences.

Sir, as you can tell we are citizens with a huge interest in our
water quality. We are recreational boaters. We have a deep
concern for one of the proposed dredge materials placement
sites. This area is marked with a number 1 surrounded by a
star. As shown on your letter to us we understand an
outsider’s point of view to our islands adjacent to our access
channel. We know that the original dredges that took place
here on Hernando beach created these islands. We know from
years of experience what these islands mean to recreational
boaters. Serene surroundings, blocking of gulf winds and
indescribable sunset points of view are among the some. The
sad point is that any deviation to the natural adjustments the
islands have made through the years would be depressing.
Recreational boaters utilize the area to the north of these spoil

islands.




~ that be to eliminate this area from any ¢ cons

| Although mereasmg them in 31ze would be reasonable to an

| "? Because of the keriginal water depth in kour' area these 1slands S

hold the only refuge for recreational boaters and wildlife in the
same. At low tide the shallowest drafting boats cannot gain
access to this area. ‘We have to plea with yeu and the powers :

alteration. We do not know any other way to ask ; Please do knot

e place dredged materials adjacent to our islands. The
. consequence of this is enormous. The last year has seen many “
~more md1v1duals standmg up with their. opinions on our :

~recreat10nal area. Many individuals have been unmformed

_throughout the corps involvement here on Hernando beach. If

you see citizens responding with questlon to this placement
area you can be sure that there are many more people who
would do the same that did not receive your letter. In closing
we can only hope that your office does not take a hands off
approach to studying our islands. Please come for yourself and
see the amount of people who have found these islands to be
the tropical setting they were looking for when they called this
place home. Yesterday 07/02/2000 saw over 75 recreational
boaters using this small area. Once again please consider all
other options before...

Thank you

Joseph a. Milne

4467 burmuda drive

Hernando beach, Florida 34607
352-596-8334
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DUBCN
O C 1 E T Y

1 ,,'Florxda COastal Islands Sanctuanes |
: 410 Ware Boulevard Sulte 702

Tampa;; FL. 33619

A Tensi3ienesis
- Fax: 813/623-4086

22320019

Hemando Beach :'Ch_anhel‘ XImpr'ovelrnents

to talk w1th you a few days ago about the Hemando Beach channel proj ect

nt status of the Feasxblhty Study. Enclosed please finda summary of our

itions and recommendations; based on a site mspectlon of July 30. The report
nts our current understandmg of the proposed project and its impacts. We hope :
11 find it helpful as you develop | the study further. Unfortunately We W111 be unable :
1cxpate in the planned s1te 1nspect10n on Aug 15 ‘

In bnef we: agree W1th the DEP that dredged matenal should be placed in- the '
Weekiwachee Preserve mine pits or used as roadbed material, but not placed in Gulf
waters either to create new islands or rebuild old ones. We also-concur that it is -

preferable to expand the ex1st1ng channel rather than construct a new one across
unchsturbed ﬂats ' :

You w111 see other thoughts and suggestlons in our report Please do not hes1tate to-call if -
you have any questions about these ideas, or any other questions regarding the project

' and local habitats where you thmk we mxght be able to help.
Slncerely,

akh.

‘Richard T. Paul

Manager

Encl.

Cc:  Lauren Milligan, DEP
Shelly Norton, USFWS
Jim Beever, FFWCC

Mark Kraus, Audubon of Florida

A STRATEGIC ALLIANCE OF THE FLORIDA AND NATIOMAL SOCIETIES N PARTNERSHIP WITH 45 LOCAL AUDUBON CHAPTERS

National
Audubon




Hernando Beach Navigation Project
Site Inspection July 30, 2000

Audubon of Florida
Richard T. Paul
Ann Schnapf
Bill Pranty

On July 30 we surveyed the navigation channel and associated islands at Hernando
Beach, from 1030-1300. Our objective was to evaluate habitat values 6f proposed
disposal areas and make other observations related to the proposed channel dredging
project. Conditions were clear and very calm. The tide was high (+3.0 at 12:54 p.m.).

A narrow channel extends westward in a shallow arc for %2 mile before straightening and
extending w.n.w., then turns n.w. toward the open Gulf. A limerock jetty lies parallel to
the channel for the first ¥ mile, projecting from the extensive coastal marshes out into the
Gulf along the north side of the channel. Between Marker 41 and Marker 15 there are
seven emergent limerock rubble islands (and three or more smaller islets) along the north
side of the channel in a continuation of the jetty. Numerous other small islands have -
eroded away, leaving a subtidal or intertidal rocky shelf along the channel, with

navigable passes between.

Islands were identified by the nearest channel markers. Marker «“)-4” indicates the island
was between Marker 2 and Marker 4. We surveyed islands from west to east. Birds seen
are summarized in Table 1.

Island Survey

1. Marker 10: Virtually subtidal “islet”, with just 2-3 rocks above water. Two roosting
Royal Temns. : :

2. Marker 15: Small rocky island, barely emergent, no vegetation. Small roost of 102
pelicans, cormorants, gulls and terns present on rocks.

3. Marker 21-23: Larger than M15, and higher with leeward (northern) 50% of island
vegetated by a thicket of Iva frutescens plus a few scattered Avicennia, some Salicornia,
Sueda, Sesuvium. Mostly 1-2 m in height. Shoreline along channel unvegetated,
probably due to erosion from boat wakes. Shorebird roost at n.w. end. Two pairs of
American Oystercatchers seen.

4. Marker 23-25: Island vegetation primarily Sueda, with some Sesuvium and a few
Avicennia. Three Avicennia to 2 m in height. Unvegetated rock rubble along channel
side, and at n.w end of island. Large roost of shorebirds and other species totaling 366
birds at n.w. end and along channel side of island, including one pair of oystercatchers.




i

5. Marker 28 Larger 1sland with hlgher elevatlons (1 m) and Casuarma stand wﬁh

f " treesto he1ght of about 12 m. Ends of 1sland are lower, with ve; 3etatlon of Sesuvzum
L Salzcorma and Sueda Campers present in Casuannas No b1rcfs. i e

. 6 Marker 30 Very small rocky 1slet Wlth about 4 szcennza to 1.5 m No blrds

L ; Marker 34-38 ’ a k a vRound Island Island bends at Marker 37 parallel w"th bend in

ow with same ‘vegetation as above, with long center strip of

; Casuarma TWo Brazilian- pepper (Schmus) th1ckets Boaters present on back (north)
. side of 1sland One “No Littering” sign present Ons. e. 40% of island, some very. mce

Avicennia 1-4 m in helght Erosion along channel side. No birds seen’’

8 Marker 39: Small islet ca. 100 sq. feet, very low. Some Spartma 3szcennza 1 -1. 5
~min helght Just two blrds seen.

: 9, Marker 41 About 15 20 m long, vegetated by low szcennza to about 1 5 m. No
b1rds : L ,

10 Marker 49 to end. .a.k.a. Coon Key Pomt low rock Jetty ca. 1/z mlle long, rocky
- with elevatlons mostly 1-1.5m. Generally sparse upland vegetation, mostly Schinus w1th*
. some Iva, Parkinsonia (1) Casuarma, cabbage palms, cedars. One lead-tree (Leucaena
. leucocephala), a very invasive exotic. A few low mangroves. About half-way in, Jetty
: 1ntersects extenswe Juncus marshes. A few Wadmg birds at two small roost sites.

Birds

We.counted 527 birds of 17 spemes (T able 1). Nearly all shorebirds and: seablrds were
on the outermost three islands, as is typical of birds roosting in small island chains. Also
as expected most long-legged waders (herons and egrets) were found near the wetlands
where they feed. At low tide some shallow rock rubble areas would be available for
roosting and foraging, but we could not determine the importance of these sites.

Our survey was too late in the season to document breeding, but we suspected that two
species might use the islands for nesting. We found three pairs of American
Oystercatchers, a scarce breeder of Florida’s coast where there are islands. None
appeared to have been successful. Another potential nesting species is the Willet which
nests on islands or in high-marsh habitats along the coast. Roughly 5-10% of the Willets
were in breeding plumage, but were probably typical early migrants; the maximum
number of nesting pairs we might suspect on these islands is about five.

Observations on Existing and Proposed Channels

We observed heavy public use of the navigation channel on a Sunday at midday,
probably the highest use to be expected all week. The westerly portions of the channel
are deep and fairly straight, but east from Marker 49 (next to the jetty) it is winding,
narrow, and possibly not as deep. It is this portion that is proposed to be replaced by a




straight channel; running southeast from Marker 49 to the dredged residential/commercial
channels of Hernando Beach.

The proposed channel would cross an intact, hard sand flat vegetated with scattered
patches of algae (Gracilaria?) but little or no seagrass. At high tide, the depth was about
4 feet and we crossed without difficulty. The perimeter of the development is bordered
by a dredged channel where no speed zone seems to be extant; we saw many boats
running this twisting channel (which has poor visibility around bends) at high speed.
Regardless of other issues, this practice is clearly hazardous and the establishment of a
slow speed zone should be con51dered by the town of Hernando Beach to protect its own
citizens.

Project Proposal and Recommendations

The local sponsor of the project is Hernando County, at the request of bait shrimpers and
other interests in the town of Hernando Beach. The current proposal (as of July 31) is to
widen the existing channel and deepen where needed; the DEP has indicated that it is
unlikely that a new channel across an undisturbed sand flat would be permitted. Because
the islands lie to the north of the channel, channel widening would be to the south. The
channel is 15,000 feet long, and would be widened to 85 feet and maintained at a depth of
7 feet (from MLW). A preliminary estimate of the dredge material to be generated is .
150,000 cu. yds. The material would be primarily limerock, with associated sand and
finer sediments.

We support current DEP policy discouraging the dredging of new channels in
undisturbed habitats. In our view, the current channel seaward of marker 49 is mostly
adequate, but we accept the safety concerns advanced by project proponents. We also
support the state’s determination to protect seagrasses. Because there are seagrasses
along the south side of the channel, we urge a survey to determine the species present,
and determine acreage and llkely impacts. It will be necessary to mitigate for seagrass
losses.

The major question is where to dispose of the spoil material. 'While islands do offer
wildlife value, and the existing islands continue to erode, we are not convinced that
increasing the size or number of islands in this area is appropriate to the local system.
Even if the islands are “restored” to their original extent, they offer only mild wildife
benefits because of their small size and arrangement in a “stepping stone” configuration
that allows easy access by terrestrial predators. An island designed specifically for
nesting birds would be larger and well away from other islands; this would cause
additional impacts and impose additional costs. We think this is not the place.

Nor should the Juncus marsh behind the jetty be damaged in any respect by placing
material on the jetty. Instead, we support other measures, some previously proposed. We
think the best alternative is to place washed material in the old mine lakes of the
Weekiwachee Preserve, to create shallow water habitat and/or a public swimming beach
(see SWFWMD management plan for Weekiwachee Preserve). If enough material is




i roadﬁll red

avallable 1t mlght also be posmble to create a bird colony by constructlng an 1slau in
one of the 1a other alternative that seems worth pursumg is the

se of llmerock for-

cmg.theneed to: mme elsewhere

E statement by Hernando County of thelr comrmtment t’o protect thelr habltat dlyermty and
wildlife heritage. Our office would be pleased to carry out: surveys to 1dent1fy localities

where rails occur, if others can prov1de property ‘maps and permission from pnvate
landowners

In summary, we would support the widening and deepemng of the Hemando Beach
channel subJ ect to the following condltlons

1. No spoil to be placed on islands, jetties or habitats in the Gulf.
2. Spoil to be placed in old limerock mines or used for roadbed material.

3. Mitigation/compensation package sufficient to achieve net environmental benefit.
- Components should include:

a. mitigation for seagrass losses

b. habitat creation in limerock mines, possibly including bird colony 1sland
c. habitat acquisition by Hernando County to protect coastal wetlands.
Particularly appropriate would be habitats occupied by Black Rails.




Table 1. Birds seen on Hernando Beach Channel islands, July 30, 2000.

Species Listed? M10 M15 | M21-23 | M23-25 | M39 M49 Total
Brown Pelican SSC 23, 4 1 28
Dbl.-crested Cormorant 24 1 25
Great Blue Heron 1 1 2 4
Great Egret 1 1
Yellow-cr. Night-Heron 1 1
White Ibis SSC 14 14
Wilson’s Plover : 1 1
Am. Oystercatcher SSC 4 2 1 7
Willet 1 132 133
Ruddy Turnstone 6 30 36
Sanderling 1 1
Least Sandpiper 1 6 5 12
Short-billed Dowitcher 2 192 194
Laughing Gull 13 13
Ring-billed Tern 2 2
Royal Tern 2 26 8 .36
Sandwich Tern 13 6 19
Totals 2 102 36 366 2 19 - 527




- Governor -

o STATE OFELTORIDA‘;_ S L
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
' "Dedlcated to maklng Florlda a better place to calI home" ;

© JEB BUSH STEVENM SEIBERT

. Secretary -
August 9, 2000.

Mr"James' C. Duck
Department of the Army

~ Jacksonville District CoArpsvox Engmeers
- Post Office Box 4970 ‘

Jacksonville, Florida 32232 0019

RE Department of the Army - Dlstnct Corps of Englneers Scopmg Notlce Study of

Feasibility of Improving the Hernando Beach Channel Hernando County, Florida
SAI: FL200006300474C §

; Dear Mr. Duck:

The Florida State Cleannghouse has been advised that our reviewing agenc1es requlre

-additional time to complete the review of the above-referenced project. .In order to receive

comments from all agencies, an additional fifteen days is requested for completion of the state’s
consistency review in accordance with 15 CFR 930.41(b). We will make every effort to

conclude the review and forward the consistency determma’uon to you on or before August 29,
2000.

Thank you for your understanding. If you have any questions regarding this matter,
please contact Ms. Cherie Trainor, Clearinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 414-5495.

Sincerely,

Ralph Cantral, Executive [%uector
Florida Coastal Management Program

RCl/cc

2555 SHUMARD OAKBOULEVARD o TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100
Phone: 850.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FAX:850.921.0781/Suncom 291.0781
Internet address: http://www.dca.state.fl.us

CRITICAL STATE CONCERN FIELD OFFICE COMMUNITY PLANNING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT .
2796 Overseas Highway, Suite 212 2555 Shumgﬂ Oak Boulevard 2555 Shumard Qak Boulevard 2555 Shitcoan A 0ale Rawul




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Qceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

"t

August 25, 2000

James C. Duck, Chief

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Jacksonville District, Planning Division
P.0O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Duck:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the information provided with your
letter, dated June 28 , 2000, as well as supplemental information provided by your staff, on July 31,
2000, regarding proposed improvements to the Hernando Beach Channel in Hernando County,
Florida. Due to scheduling conflicts, our field biologist located in St. Petersburg was unable to attend
the August 15, 2000, intéragency on-site investigation of the project area. However, to assist you
in identifying issues for your feasibility-level study we offer the following comments.

In June 1997, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided the Corps of Engineers a Fish and Wildlife o |
Coordination Act Report for this project. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) concurs
with the recommendations contained in that report. Also, be advised that the project channel and
surrounding area, including several of the proposed disposal sites, are identified as Essential Fish

- Habitat (EFH) in the 1998 generic amendment of the Fishery Management Plans for the Gulf of

Mexico. The generic amendment was prepared by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
asrequired by the 1996-amendment to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Federal agencies which permit, fund, or undertake activities which may adversely impact EFH
must undertake an EFH Consultation with the NMFS. EFH Assessments must include: 1) a
description of the proposed action; 2) an analysis of the effects (including cumulative effects) of the
proposed action on EFH, the managed fish species and major prey species; 3) the Federal agency’s
views regarding the effects of the action on EFH; and 4) proposed mitigation, if applicable.
Additional information regarding EFH can be found at http://galveston.ssp.nmfs.gov/.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with our comments. If we can be of further assistance,
please advise. Related comments, questions or correspondence should be directed to Mr. David N.
Dale in St. Petersburg, Florida. He may be contacted at 727/570-5311 or at the letterhead address

above.

Sincerely,

X©7  Andreas Mager, Jr.
Assistant Regional Administrator
Habitat Conservation Division




FL’ RIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSI(
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. August 28, ‘2(‘)“00‘: :

Ms. Cherie Trainor

Department of Community Affairs
. 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

Re: SAI# 2000080305330 Hernando
Beach Channel Improvement
~ US Amy Corps of Englneers, Hernando :
County
Dear Ms Tramor

4 The Offlce of Envnronmental Servuces of the Florlda Fish and W|Idl|fe '
~ Conservation Commission has reviewed the public notice associated with the above
referenced project, and offers the following comments related to potential impacts to
fish and wildlife resources. :

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is conducting a feasibility study to
define issues and concerns associated with improving the Hernando Beach access
channel, at the request of the Hernando Board of County Commissioners. According to
the COE, the channel was originally created in the 1950s, and maintenance was
accomplished twice in the 1980s. The present project would involve dredging to widen
the channel from 60 feet to 85 feet, and provide a 7-foot control depth at mean low
water. The channel’s length would also be extended by dredging a distance of
approximately 0.5 miles seaward to a point where a natural depth of seven feet at mean
low water is achieved. The COE also proposes to straighten several sharp curves
where the channel meets the shoreline, and remove several pinnacle limerock
formatlons which are located in the channel and marked by warning buoys. Also, a
new channel is proposed to be dredged from a residential canal system to the existing
main channel for convenience of recreational boaters. Both upland and aquatic
locations are being considered for dredged spoil disposal. The project will benefit a
sizable local bait shrimp industry, saltwater fishing guides and recreational boaters,
and marinas at Hernando Beach.

Our biologist participated in a field survey of the project area by land and boat
on August 15, 2000 with Tracy Leeser of the COE Planning Division, representatives of
Hernando County, and U..S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Shelly Norton. The

620 South Meridian Street - Tallahassee - FL - 32399-1600
www.state.fl.us/fwe/




Ms. Cherie Trainor
August 28, 2000
Page 2

existing channel is somewhat narrow, with several sharp curves. Remnant spoil piles
occur as open water islands along the northern edge of the channel where most of the
previously deposited fine sediments have eroded in exposed areas, leaving
predominately limerock boulders and smaller cobbles. Islands in more protected areas
near the mainland are larger with more relief, and are sparsely vegetated by Brazilian
pepper, Australian pine, white mangroves, and some scattered shrubs, grasses, and
various halophytes. The islands are used by a variety of shorebirds for loafing and
resting, feeding, and possibly nesting. American egret, great blue heron, little blue
heron (immature), yellow-crowned night heron, brown pelican, American oystercatcher,
double-breasted cormorant, herring gull, willet, short-billed dowitcher, and ruddy
turnstone were observed on the islands and along the channel alignment. Some very
small scattered patches of seagrass were observed along the southern channel edge.

Our support for the project is contingent on the formulation of a final project
design by the COE, which should include reasonable measures to avoid, minimize, or
mitigate the impacts to important wildlife resources and productive marine habitats.
During our field survey, a variety of options for habitat protection and restoration, in
addition to impact avoidance, were suggested and discussed by the COE and the other .
attendees. We recommend the following based on this discussion, and other
information contained in the public notice:

1. We support channel straightening where the existing alignment meets the
shoreline, and are not opposed to removing the pinnacle limerock
formations within.the existing channel.

2. We oppose placing dredged spoil at Coon Key Point and on the current
spoil Islands along the existing channel alignment, or for use as fill for
potential widening of CR-595, due to the real potential for habitat loss by
filling wetlands and future sedimentation due to erosion. We support
using dredged spoil to create littoral zones and swimming areas within the
Weeki Watchee Preserve mining lakes, and the use of large limerock
boulders to create artificial reefs in approved areas by permit where no
live bottom presently exists. We need more information on potential
impacts from runoff to surrounding habitats if the upland grassed area
near the Coast Guard Station is used for spoil placement. This area does
not appear to have enough spoil storage capacity, and some wetlands
which occur near this site may be affected by runoff.

3. We do not support the creation of a new channel segment from the
residential canal subdivision to the existing channel due to potential
habitat loss. An existing marked channel presently exists along the
shoreline seawall in this area that serves this purpnse




: of Florlda

7. We would Ilke the opportumty to provnde more. detalled comments when
S ithe flnal plan of study for this. prOJect is completed

Please contact me or Mr Terry Gllbert (850 488—6661) |f you need further
assnstance r ;

Sin’cerely,

Vo éﬂ%é?‘%m

Bradley J. Hartman, Director
Office of Environmental Services

BJH/TG

ENV ENV 1-5-2

hernando.coe

cc: Ms. Tracy Leeser - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Jacksonville
Ms. Shelly Norton- U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - St. Petersburg




Black Rail Potential Habitat
Hernando County
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STATE OF FLORIDA -TV?o(,7

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home"

JEB BUSH STEVEN M. SEIBERT
Governor - Secretary

September 8§, 2000

"Mr. James C. Duck
Department of the Army
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

RE: Department of the Army - District Corps of Engineers - Scoping Notice - Study of
Feasibility of Improving the Hernando Beach Channel - Hernando County, Florida
SAL FL200006300474C

Dear Mr. Duck:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372,
Gubernatorial Executive Order 95-359, the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1451-
1464, as amended, and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321, 4331-4335,
4341-4347, as amended, has coordinated a review of the above-referenced project.

The Department of State (DOS) indicates that the applicant is required to conduct a
cultural resources survey to identify any significant archaeological and/or historic sites which
may be located within the project area and to provide the results of the survey to the DOS for
review. The applicant is also required to consult with the DOS regarding avoidance or mitigation
of any impacts to sites identified in the survey. Please refer to the enclosed DOS comments.

Based on the information contained in the scoping notice and the enclosed comments
provided by our reviewing agencies, the state has determined that, at this stage, the above-
referenced project is consistent with the Florida Coastal Management Program (FCMP). All
subsequent environmental documents prepared for this project must be reviewed to determine the
project's continued consistency with the FCMP. The state's continued concurrence with the
project will be based, in part, on the adequate resolution of issues identified during this and
subsequent reviews. ' :

In addition, the Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council (WRPC) has identified the
policies and goals of its Strategic Regional Policy Plan which may apply to the proposed activity.
The comments provided by the WRPC are enclosed for your review and consideration.

2555 SHUMARD GAKBUULEVARD o TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100
Phone: 850.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FAX:850.921.0781/Suncom 291.0781
internet address: http://www.dca.state.fi.us

CRITICAL STATE CONCERN FIELD OFFICE COMMUNITY PLANNING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
2796 Overseas Highway, Suite 212 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard 2555 Shumard Qak Boulevard




Mr. James C. Duck

' September 8,2000

~ Thankyoufor the opportunity to review the scoping notice. If you have any questions
_regarding this letter, pleaSG contact Ms. Ch en o Tl\'éi‘n\‘f)ra C ;

R

 Florida Coastal Management Program =~~~

| RC/cc "

- Enclosures

ce: JanetlSnydérf;Matthews, Department of State gy
- Vivian Whittier, Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council

learinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 414-
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FL DEPT RGRIC 2 COMS

856 488 @863 F.83

DATE : "06/30/2000

COMMENTS DUE DATE: 07/31/2000
CLEARANCE DUE DATE: 08/14/2000
SAI#: FL20000630(

STATE AGENCIES

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS

OPB POLICY UNITS

X Agriculture
Community Affairs
Environmental Praotaction
Flsh & Wildlife Conserv. Comm
State
Transportation

Southwest Florida WMD

Environmental Polley/C & ED

; » sttached document raquires a Coastal Zone Management Act/Florida !
‘astal Management Program conslistancy evalutation and is categorized i

 one of the following:

Fsdoral Assistance to State or Local Government (15 CFR 930, Subpart F).
Agyoncies ara roguired 10 avafuata the conslstency of the activity.

Direct Federal Actlvity (18 CFR 930, Subpart C), Federal Agancles are
raquirad to furnizsh a consistancy determination for the Stata's

concurrance or ohjection.

|

E Outer Continental Shelf Exploration, Development or Production

% Actlvitles (16 CFR 930, Subpart E). Operators are required to provide a
conslstancy certification for state concurrence/abjection.

; Federal Ligensing or Permitting Activity (15 CFR 930, Subpart D). Such

analogous state license or permit.

projects will only be evaluated for consistency when thara 13 not an

Project Description:

Department of the Army - District Corps of
Engineers - Scaping Notice - Study of Feasibllity
of Improving the Hernando Beach Channe} ~
Hermando County, Florida.

ke: Florida State Clearinghouse
Department of Community Affairs
2585 Shumard Oak Boulevard

| Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100

(850) 922-5438 ( SC 292-5438)

EO. 12372/NEPA

Wt

[] Comments Attached

. (850) 414-0479 (FAX) [0 Not Applicable
|
|
Jack P. Dodd, Planner
’ Division of Forastry
Forast Resourcs Planring
! & Support Services Bureau
3125 Conner Blvd., Mall Stop C23
TR Tallahassas, Fl. 323001650
Uivision/Bureaw: — e

Federal Consistency

- -NoCoMmment/Consistent

- [ ConsistentyComments Attached
(O] Inconsistent/Comments Attached
[ Not Applicable

Reviewesr:

ik
|
i
|
I
|
|

Date:

\



COEe oifithe Secretary

SHsieon BECorporations

FRIvsEOn of Administrative Sérvices

DIVISIONS OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE:

Office- o Intemational Relations,
Dizasion of Elecgons.

crsicon of Cultural Aflairs

Divisicon.of Licensing:.

S Secery
_ DIVISION OF HIST

 Department of Community Affairs
- 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida.32399-2100

RE:  DHR Project File No. 2000-05462
| SAI#FL200006300474C

Hernando County, Florida

Dear Ms. Trainor: -

. Wehave revnewedthe "Sc&i"pmg‘Nétice‘fér"thé"Styudy of Fe: |
- Beach Channel project referenced above. A review of ou

then and still is, that the projec n adverse effect on ‘
) within the proposed channel expansion area as well as the proposed upland disposal area.

Therefore, since potentially significant archaeological and historic sites may be present, it is our

recommendation that, prior to initiating any project related dredging or ground disturbing
activities -associated with project, it should be subjected to both a professional underwater

archaeological survey and a systematic, professional archaeological and historical survey of the
disposal sites. The purpose of this survey will be to locate and assess the significance of historic
properties present. The resultant survey reports should conform to the specifications set forth in

Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code, and will need to be forwarded to this agency in
order to review the impact of this proposed project on historic properties. N -

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please contact Scott Edwards, Historic
Preservation Planner, at 850-487-2333 or 800-847-7278. :

Sincerély,

L0200 Cl, Dty SHRO

' \g_]anet Snyder Matthews, Ph.D., Director
\Division of Historical Resources
State Historic Preservation Officer

JSM/Ese
xc: Jasmin Raffington, FCMP-DCA

R.A. Gray Building ° 500 South Bron: szh Street o Tallahasseo?»/xéla 32399-0250 ¢ http://www flheritage.com
71 Director's Office "1 Archaeok <izal Research

(8307 488-1480 ° FAX: 488-3355 (850) 487-2299 ¢ FAX:414-2207
A Historic Pensacola Preservation Board 71 Palr Beach Regional Office

Historic Preservation
(850) 487-2333 o FAX: Y22 iHus

T St Augustine Regional Office

' MEMBER OF THE FLORID A CABINE

Trustoes ot the Internal
L : Admimistra e i smnsiseaio
Florida: Land and Water Xdindh oo Convmisagy |

SOPwsiontonl Bdng Financ

: L Pepartavéntof Reveniy

Lt el S Pepartiment b Base Bafordemen
“Department’of Highway Saie A :
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© August4, 2000

ping Notice - Study of Feasibility of Improving the Hernando Beach Channel

y of Improving the Hernando
: | project referenced above. A review of our files indicates that this project area
_has previously been reviewed by this office in 1997 (dhr #973788). It was our recommendation

> project could have an adverse effect on significant archaeological sites
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Florida Department of Transportation

JEB BUSH 605 Suwannee Street
GOVERNOR Tallahassee, Florida -323388-0450

July 24, 2000

Cherie Trainor

Florida State Clearinghouse
Department of Community Affairs
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida, 32399-2100

Re: Study the Feasibility of Improving the Hernando Beach Channel
SATI # FL200006300474C

Dear Ms. Trainor:

The Department has reviewed the subject application and has no comments.

Sincgrely, ,6 .
arry B. Phillips
Intermodal Specialist/Seaport Office

cc: Donald J. Skelton, D-7
Harry Reed, D-7
Sandra Whitmire
File

www.dot.state.fl.us

THOMAS F, BARRY, JR.
SECRETARY

T

@ RECYCLED PAPER
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August 11 2000

i hona«l\idck." Johnson

| Sally"l"llompson‘ . Department Community Affairs ~~ State of Florida Clearinghouse
roreie t | 2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard e * ‘ Hnghous
Treasurer, Tarpon Springs |- 'Tallahassee Florrda 32399-2100
Thomas 6. Dabney, [} ‘L . ‘: i . s k
e ::;f:’: S kSubJect Department of the Army Drstrrct Corps of Englneers Scoprng Notlce -
lLake! p.ac.d? .. stud of Fea ,|ty of improvrng tne Hernando Beach Channel ,
“John P. Harllee, wilooo o "~ He dc e ; , ;

radenton | Al FL2000”06300474C

|- Dear Ms. Tramor

; ‘ The staff of the Southwest Flonda Water Management Drstnct (Dlstnct) has
" E. D. “Sonny” Vergara | conducted a consrstency evaluatrc or the project referenced ab ve. Consrstency
.. [ExeativeDirector | findings are drvrded into four categorres and are based solely on the mformatron

N, Gene A Heath | rayided in the subject applrcatron

)lstant Executive Dlrector
I 'FINDING CATEGORY '

William'S. Bllenky
| X ' Consnstentho Comment

,sn*

General Counsel

ﬂ

Consnstent/Comments Attached

; Inconsrstent/Comments Attached

Consistency Cannot be Determrned Without an Environmental
Assessment\ ReporlIComments Attached

—e

This review does not constitute permit approval under Chapter 373, Fiorida Statutes
~or any rules promulgated thereunder, nor does it stand in lieu of normal permitting
procedures in accordance with Florida Statutes and District rules.

If you have any questions or if | can be of further assistance, please contact me in
the District's Planning Department at extension 4421.

T

Joseph P. Quinn
Government Planning Coordinator

AUG 1 7 2009

State of Florida Clearinghouse

Protectmg Your
Water Resources
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OUNTY: Hemando DATE : 06/30/2000
COMMENTS DUE DATE: 07/31/2000
——— SAT#H: FL20000830047:
STATE AGENCIES WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS OPB POLICY UNITS
Agriculture Southwest Florida WMD X Environmental Pollcy/C & ED
Community Affairs
Environmental Protection
Flzh & Wildlife Consorv. Cormitt
State .
‘Transportation . .
JuL. -6 200
OFFICE OF POUCY AND BUDGET
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY UNIT
'ﬁo attached document requires a Coastal Zona Management ActiFlorida L I
loastal Management Program conslstency evaluv.auon and Is categorized ‘ Project Description:
« one of the following: Department of the Army - District Corps of
Fadaral Azsistance to Stata or Local Government {15 CFR 930, Subpart F). Englneers - Scoping Notice - Study of Feasibility
- Aganclas are required to avaluate the consistency of the activity. of Improving the Hamando Beach Channel -
Hamando County, Florida.
- Diract Faderal Activity (15 CFR 930, Subparnt C). Federal Agencles are
o= requirad to furnish a consistancy determination for the State’s
concurrence or objection. .
Outer Continental Shelf Exploration, Development or Production
—— Activities (15 CFR 930, Subpart E). Operators are required to provide a
consistency certification for state concurrence/objection.
_ Federal Licansing or Permitting Activity {15 CFR 930, Subpart D). Such
projects will only be evaluated for consistency when there is notan

analogous stats licanae or permit.

To: Florida State Clearinghouse EO. 12372/NEPA Federal Consistency
Department of Gommunity Affairs
2566 Shumard Oak Boulevard 7/ 5/
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2100 @zN/CommenW /"’ ﬁﬁlo Comment/Consxstent
. [[] Comments Attached [] Consistent/Comments Attached

(650) 922-5438 ( SC 292-6438) \ :
(850) 414-0479 (FAX) [ Not Applicable [ Inconsistent/Comments Attached
(7] Not Applicable

me[:)ivision/Bureau: /é:Q 6_ OP/@ g Ve [) (,ﬁ/ 6

Reviewer: Yok iﬁ:—.—\HA
Dats: 7jl Ll new
. I' 7




\ L_INDA S. SLOAN AICP omcegs

EXECUTIVE DIHECTOH

| EUGENEA F’OOLE

CHAIRMAN

WILBUR DEAN |
© . VICECHAIRMAN

ROG R ;

$ic ESEQ;’QE%HELOR

S 1241sw 1othstreet -~ Q-
OCALA FLORIDA 34474-2798; :

Telephone 352/732~131 5
Suncom 667-1315 -
L FAX 732-1319
emau wrpc@atlantlc net:

bt

July 27, 2000

Ms Chene Tralnor, Coordmator
; ;Flonda State Clearmghouse
: Department of Community Affairs
2555 Shumard Oak Blvd. ~
‘ Tallahassee FL 32399-2100

SUBJECT SAI #: FL200006300474C
'Department of Army, COE
Scoping Notice: Hernando Beach Channel
. Hernando County, FL ‘
. 'WRPC ICR #: 60-H8-00-COE

" Dear Ms. Trainor:

Pursuant to the provisions of Presidential Executive Order 12372, Governor’s Executive Order 95-
359, and WRPC Rules Ch. 29E-6, FAC, the staff of the Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council
reviewed the above-referenced project and find ii to be consistent with the goals and policies of the
WRPCs adopted Strategic Regional Policy Plan Jor the Withlacoochee Region and, in particular,

with:

Policy 4.4.9: Make structural alterations to natural bodies of water only where necessary
to restore natural system functions. ‘

Policy 4.4.11: Limit dredging to maintenance of existing channels, and retention and
detention ponds. Do not dispose of dredged material in wetlands unless it is
for the purpose of restoring an altered system, or in sensitive vegetative
communities. Require restoration or mitigation where dredge and fill
regulations have been violated.




Ms. Cherie Trainor, Coordinator
July 27, 2000
Page 2.

Goal 4.5: Maintain and restore coastal resources and the natural functions of coastal
ecosystems. — o

Policy 4.5.3: Limit dredging to the maintenance of existing channels and to projects which
enhance or restore ecosystem functions.

No comments were received from Hernando County.
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposal.
Sincerely,

. 7 ‘ oy

Vivian A. Whittier
ICR Procedural Coordinator

/vaw

Enc.
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