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Planning Division
Environmental Resources Branch

TO ADDRESSES LISTED

The Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is
beginning to gather information to help define issues and concerns
that will be addressed in a Study of Navigation Improvements to the
Big Bend Channel in Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County, Florida.

The Big Bend Channel connects a multiowner Industrial Port
Complex with the Hillsborough Bay ship channel. It is about 2.2
miles long, 35 feet deep at mean low-water and 200 feet-wide with
a turning basin 1,000 feet long by 700 to 1500 feet wide. The
Corps of Engineers will examine the feasibility of maintenance
dredging the existing channel with placement of the dredged
material on disposal island 3D. The feasibility of widening and
deepening Big Bend Channel, with dredged material disposal on
uplands and/or disposal islands, will also be examined.

We welcome your views, comments and information about
resources, study objectives and important features within the
described study area, as well as any suggested improvements.
Letters of comments or inquiry should be addressed to the attention
of Planning Division,. Environmental Studies Section and received in - -
- this office by“December 20, 1990. °

Sincerely,

Mann G. Davis III
Acting Chief, Planning Division
Enclosure
fSLANG/CESAJ—PD—ES/3691
4 WL/10/15/90/RKD
9MDATMAR/CESAJ-PD-ES
MAZER/CESAJ-PD-ER
MITH/CESAJ-PD-E
BAILEY/CESAJ-PD-N
TRAIN/CESAJ-PD-P
ﬁ# AVIS/CESAJ-PD-A
ALEM/CESAJ-PD
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NATIONAL

Director

Office of Federal Activities
Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, SW (A-104)
Washington, DC 20460 (5 cys)

Director

Department of Commerce .
NOAA/CS/EC/Room 6222 .
14th and Constitution Ave.,: NW
Washington, DC 20230 (4cys)

Director
Offlce of Environmental Com liance
epartment of Energy, RM 4G064
0 Independence Ave., SW
Washlngton, DC 20585 (2cys)

Mr. Greg%mcha pell

Federal ergency Mgt. Admin.
Room 714

500 C Street, SW

Washington, DC 20472

Mr. Bruce Blanchard, Director
Office of Envir. Progect Review
Dept. of the Interior, RM 4241
18th and C Street

Washington, DC 20240 (1l2cys)

Chief

Environmental Impacts Branch

US Environmental Protection Agency
26 Federal Plaza, Room 400

New York, NY 10278-0001

Dr. Kenneth Holt

0office of the Director

Center for Environmental Health
and Injury Control/F29

Centers for Disease Control
1600 Clifton R4 .
Atlanta, GA 30333 (2cys)

Mr. Gre Chappell
Federalg%mergegcy Mgmt. Admin.

Room 714
500 C Street, SW
Washington, DC 20472

Mr. Bruce Blanchard, Director
Ooffice of Envir. Pro;ect Review
Dept. of the Interior, Room 4241
18th and C Streets NW
Washington, DC 20240 (12 cys)

Chief

Environmental Impacts Branch
US Envir. Protection Agency
26 Federal Plaza, Room 400
New York, NY 10278-0001

Executive Director

Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

The 0ld Post Office Bldg.

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW #809

Washington, DC 20004-2590



South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council )

One Southpark Circle, Suite 306
Charleston, SC 29407

Florida

Florida Audubon Society
11101 Audubon Wa¥
Maitland, FL 32751-5451

Mr. John Rains,  Jr.
Isaak Walton League

of Americd, Inc.
5314 Bay State' RA4d.
Palmetto, FL .:33561-9712

Field Supervisor_ . .
US Fish and 'Wildlife Service
PO Box 2676

Vero Beach, FL 32961-2676

State Clearinghouse .
Office of Planning & Budgeting
Executive Office of the Governor
The Capitol (16 cys)
Tallahassee, FL. 32301-8074

Florida Wildlife Federation
PO Box 6870
Tallahassee, FL 32314-6870

Mr. George W. Percy, Director
Division of HIstorical Resources
State Historic Preservation Officer
R.A. Gray Buildin

500 South Bronoug

Tallahassee, FL ~32399

Field Supervisor .
Jacksonville Field Office
U.S5. Fish and Wildlife Service
3100 University Boulevard South
Jacksonville, FL 32216

Dr. Elaine Harrington -
Florida Chapter

Sierra_ Club

927 Delores Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32301-2929

Florida Defenders of the Environment
1523 NW _4th Street
Galinesville, FL 32601

State Conservationist

Soil Conservation Service
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
401 First Ave. SE
Gainesville, FL 32601-6816

Regional Environmental Officer
Housing & Urban Development
Room 600~-C

75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303-3309 (2cys)

Commander (OAN) . .
Seventh Coast Guard District
909 SE 1lst Avenue

Bricknell Plaza Federal Bldg.
Miami, FL 33131-3050



Mr. Heinz Mueller
Environmental Policy Section
EPA, Region IV

345 Courtland St. NE

Atlanta, GA 30365-2401 (5cys)

Regional Director

Insurance & Mitigation Division
FEMA

1371 Peachtree Street NE
Atlanta, GA 30303-3309

Mr. Earl J. Tullos

State Topographic Bureau, DOT
609 Suwannee Street

Mail Stop 56

Tallahassee, FL 32301

‘Professor John Gifford

. Department of Anthropology
" University of Miami

Coral Gables, FL 33124

State Director

ASCS .

US Dept. of Agriculture

PO Drawer 670

Galinesville, FL. 32602-0670

Southern Region Forester
US Forest Service

Dept. of Agriculture
1720 Peachtree Rd. NW
Atlanta, GA 30309-2405

National Marine Fisheries Service
Environmental Assessment Branch
3500 Delwood Beach Rd

Panama City, FL 32407-7499

National Marine Fisheries Service
Chief, Protected Species
Management Branch

9450 Koger Boulevard

St. Petersburg, FL. 33702-2496

National Marine Fisheries Sexvice
Office of the Regional Director
9450 Koger Boulevard

St. Petersburg, FL 33702-2496

Regional Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
75 Spring Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30303-3309

Mr. Justin Gillis

Miami Herald

5555 Hollywood

Boulevard

Hollywood, FL 33021-6496

Wilderness Society
4055 Ponce de Leon Boulevard
Coral Gables, FL 33146

Miccosukee Tribe of Indians
of Florida

PO Box 440021

Tamiami Station

Miami, FL 33144
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?Hﬂﬁﬁﬁ: TUDY OF NAVIGATION IHPROVEHENTS TG THE 5IG 88nD C
HANNEL Ih' TAMPR BAY, HILLSBORGUGA COUNTY, FLORIDA -
RECEIVED: 11727 ;r..-. - ’
RECEIVED: 1i/Ziy n&q:ondencerem&shngmﬁew
: under fts imetgovemmentai coordination and réagew P This correspondence has been

assngnedaStzeApphmon Identifier (SAI) Numnber, shownabme which should be used in all
communications with this office conceming the application or project.

The State Clearinghouse will coordinate a review of the application or project pursuant to Presi-
dential Executive Order 12372; Gubematorial Executive Order Number 83-150; section 216212,
Florida Statutes; the National Environmental Policy Act: ﬂleﬁondaaq)rwedmastalmamganmt
program:; the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act: and other federal or informational review
requirermnents. N

The tmewbegnsmumdatememn@onduresmwvedbymesmtzdannglwcseand
normally is completed in 30 days, although longer review periods of 45 and 60 days are permitted
by federal law for specific types of applications or projects. Completion of the review may be delayed
if additional information is needed by reviewing agencies, in which case you will be notified. Please
send three (3) copies of your application or project to the appropnate Regjonat Planning Council
(RPC), if applicable.

FLORIDA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
Executive Office of the Govermor/OPB
Growth Management and Planning Policy Unit

The Capitol, Tallahassee, Fiorida 32399-0001
(904) 488-8114: (SunCom) 278-8114



STATE OF FLGRIDA

®ffice of the Governor

THE CAPITOL
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001

January 28, 1991

Mr. Eddie Salem
Acting Chief, Planning Division
Department of the Army
Jacksonville District,

corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

RE: Study of Navigation Improvements to the Big Bend Channel in
Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County, Florida

SAI: FL9011270620C
Dear Mr. Salem:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential
Executive Order 12372, Gubernatorial Executive Order 83-150, the
Coastal Zone Management Act and the National Environmental Policy
Act, has coordinated a review of the above referenced project.

Pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372, the project will
be in accord with State plans, programs, procedures and
objectives when consideration is given to and action taken on the
enclosed comments and requirements of our reviewing agencies.

Please review the enclosed letters from the Department of
Community Affairs (DCA), Department of Environmental Regulation
(DER), Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Game and Fresh
wWater Fish Commission (GFWFC). Subsequent reviews of this

project will focus on the 1issues identified by state agencies.

The federal agency did not provide a federal consistency
determination for this project in accordance with 15 CFR 930,
subpart C. However, the State has completed a review of the
project information available at this time. Based on this
information, the project at this stage is consistent with the
Florida Coastal Management Program. Although the State does not
object to the proposed work, we have identified several issues
which must be resolved as the project progresses through later
stages of planning, design and funding. As required by 15 CFR
930.34 and .37, at each major point of decision-making the
federal agency is required to submit a consistency determination



Mr. Eddie Salem
Page Two

for the State's review. The format and content of the
determination are described in 15 CFR 930.34 - .39. The State's
continued agreement with this project will be based, in part, on
adequate reconciliation of previously identified concerns.

This letter reflects yvour compliance with Presidential Executive
Order 12372.

Singereldy, <
602"’ 2

Estus D. Whitfield, Deputy Director
State Clearinghouse

EDW/rt
Enclosure(s)

cc: Department of Community Affairs
Department of Environmental Regulation
Department of Natural Resources
Department of State
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
Ted Hoehn - Department of Environmental Regulation



STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

2740 CENTERVIEW DRIVE « TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399

BOB MARTINEZ THOMAS G. PELHAM
Governor m\? ST "";?'1;-._\ - Secretary
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MEMORANDTUM

STATE ool CHOUCE, {
TO: Director, State Clearinghouse )

FROM: Thomas G. Pelham, Secretary

s

SUBJECT: Proposed Study of Navigation Improvements to the Big
Bend Channel in Tampa Bay, SAI #FL9011270620C

DATE: January 2, 1981

The following comments are provided in response to-the U. S.
Army Corps of Engineers (COE) request for input on the proposed
Study of Navigation Improvements to the Big Bend Channel in Tampa
Bay, Hillsborough County, Fiorida.

The proposed study, which will evaluate the feasibility of
the COE accepting maintenance responsibility for the existing Big
Bend Channel and expanding the channel beyond its current design
dimensions, should consider the relevant deepwater port master
plan and local government comprehensive plans prepared according
to the statewide planning requirements of Chapter 163, Part II,
Florida Statutes (F.S.). As one of Florida‘s 12 designated deep-
water ports, the Port of Tampa is required to prepare a master
plan in accordance with the provisions of Section 163.3178(2) (c),
F.S. The port master plan includes plans for future in-water
maintenance and expansion and goals, objectives, and policies
covering a variety of coastal management issues. The port plan
must be incorporated into the Coastal Management Element of the
appropriate local government comprehensive plan, which, in this
case, is Hillsborough County. The Hillsborough County Plan also
includes various goals, objectives, and policies covering coartal
issues. Consideration should be given to the relevent provisions
of these approved plans to avoid conflicts with study recommen-
dations.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT o HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT « RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT



MEMORANDUM
January 2, 1991
Page Two

The Department also recommends the study contain a thorough
evaluation of project costs to local sponsors. Assuming mainte-
nance responsibility for this existing private channel suggests
there may be additional financial obligations for local sponsors
(i.e., the port authority or local government). These costs must
be accurately projected so local sponsors can determine if the
project is financially feasible.

There are also a number of potential environmental impacts
related to dredging and spoil disposal in the Big Bend area of
Tampa Bay including temporary and long term impacts to water
quality, submerged and terrestrial habitats, and endangered spe-
cies. 1In addition to the Port of Tampa master plan and the
Hillsborough County comprehensive plan there are other resource
protection plans for Tampa Bay being prepared under the state’s
Surface Water Improvement and Management Program and the federal
National Estuary Program. While the approach taken under these
various planning efforts may vary, they do share similar goals
for protecting marine resources and natural systems in Tampa Bay.
Conventional approaches used elsewhere or in the past, may no
longer be appropriate if they conflict with these adopted plans.
Innovative alternatives may be needed to achieve compatibility
and further the integrated planning strategy Florida has insti-
tuted and we encourage exploring such considerations as-part of
the proposed study.

If you have any questions about these comments, please con-
tact Keith McCarron at (904) 922-5438.

TGP/ kmw



Florida Department of Environmental Regulation
Twin Towers Office Bldg. ® 2600 Blair Stone Road @ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400

Bob Martinez, Governor Dale Twachtmann, Secretary Johri Shearer, Assisaant Sccretary

Mr. Don Henningsen, Senior Government Analyst
Intergovernmental Coordination

Office of the Governor

413 Carlton Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

Dear Mr. Henningsen:

RE: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Preliminary Study of
Navigation Improvements to Big Bend Channel in Tampa Bay
SAI No: FL9011270620C

The Department of Environmental Regulation has reviewed the
N referenced study and has the following suggestions and comments.

We have no objections to the maintenance dredging of the channel or
placement of dredged materials on disposal islands such as Island
3D. To allow continued use of the disposal island sites in the
area the Corps of Engineers should continue to work closely with
the Tampa Port Authority to ensure the site's longevity through
proper handling of sediments during their deposition and reuse of
dewatered material.

Mapping of seagrass and seagrass regeneration in the affected area
should be accomplished to aid in the protection of these valuable
resource. Precautions and various dredging methodologies should be
considered to protect any seagrass beds in the project area. When
dredging is complete, consideration should be given to revegetating
the island's shorelines to decrease erosion and improve wildlife
habitat. Many of these disposal island sites have become bird
rookeries and reestablishment of similar habitats should be
attempted.

Data should be collected documenting existing conditions in the
project site. Sediments should be tested for the presence of
metals such as Al, Ccd, Hg, Cu, Zn, P, Cr and any other harmful
metals suspected to be present. Sediments should also be tested
for levels of nutrient and pesticides. Boring logs should be
presented showing all layers to be penetrated along with their
grain size distribution.

Reereled @ Papier



Mr. Don Henningsen ‘
SAI No: FL9011270620C
January 17, 1991

Page 2

Early consideration of these issues wili improve the quality of
this project and minimize its impacts on the bay system.
Preapplication coordination.with our Bureau c¢I Wetlands Resource
Management is recommended. Pursuant to 15 CFR 930, subpart C, the
Corps is required to evaluate the consistency of this project with
the Florida Coastal Management Program and submit its determination
to the state. A consistency determination should be provided at
each decision point and accompany each planning and environmental
document prepared for this project. If you should have any
questions please call Stephen Brooker at 904/ 488-0130.

Sincerely,

. Hall _
Agency Assistance Coordinator
Division of Water Management

SKH/tsb
cc: Rick Garrity



Tor Gardner Executive Director

Mr. Estus Whitfield

i

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building

Lz e

Ll HEnR e 1J

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

 January 28, 1991

Office of Planning and Budgeting
Executive Office of the Governor
The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida

Dear Mr. Whitfield:

32399-0001

g S s ) ol e

Lawton Chiles
Governor
Jim Smith
Secretary of State
Bob Butterworth
Attorney Geaeral
Gerald Lewis
State Comptrolier
Tom (allagher
State Treasurer
Bob Crawford
Commissioner of Agriculture

Betty Castor
Corumissioner of Education

SAI No. FL9001127062C, USACE-Jacksonville District
study of Navigation Improvements, Big Bend Channel
Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County

The Department has reviewed the above referenced document. The
only comments we have were related to the protection of manatees.
«. We have supplied those comments directly to the Corps of Engineers

and have enclosed a copy for your reference.

opportunity to comment on this study.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

Thank you for the

Wkt . Qe

David W.

Senior Management Analyst

JAN 29 199t

STATE CLEARINGHOUGE
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FROM: State Clearinghouse

o _ JAN 29 1991

SUBJECT: Intergovernmental Coordination (formerly A-95) Federal
Consistency Project Review Process

: STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

The attached Notification of Intent to Apply for Federal Assistance (Standard Form 424 Application)
or other federally required document (e.g., Environmental Impact Statement, Fishery Management Plan,
Consistency Determination, etc.) is forwarded to your agency for review and comment in

accordance with: :

R Y Intergovernmental Coordination and Review Process (ICSRP), pursuant to Presidential Executive
Order 12372 and Governor's Executive Order 83-150,
Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) of 1972 and Federal Regulations (15 CFR 930) requiring an
evaluation of the document for consistency with the Florida Coastal Management Program (FCMP).

{::] Other

1f the document requires a CIMA/FCMP consistency evaluation, it is categorized as one of the
following:

{::] Federal Assistance to State or Local Governments (15 CFR 930, Subpart F). State agencies are
required to evaluate the consistency of the activity.

Direct Federal Activity (15 CFR 930, Subpart C). - Federal agencies are required to furnish a
consistency determination for the State's concurrence or objection.

Quter Continental Shelf Exploration, Development or Production Activities (15 CFR 830,
subpart £)}. Operators are required to provide a consistency certification for state
concurrence/objection.

[::] Federal Licensing or Permitting Activity (15 CFR 930, Subpart D). Such projects will only be
evaluated for consistency when thore is not an analogous state license or permit.

™ Your review and comments for State Clearinghouse projects should address themselves to the extent
to which the project is in accord with or coniributes to the fuifillment of your agency's plans or
the achievement of your projects, programs and objectives.
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Mann G, Davis IIXI . JAN 11 1991
Acting Chief, Planning Division
United States Army Corps of Engineers : DEPUTY AsmiaTANT
Post Office Box 4870 . EXECUTh ™ = = -np
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 For taeee s
RE: Feasibility Study of Big Bend Channel, Tampa Bay
SAL No. Fl80011270620C
Dear Mr. Davis:
~— ‘ The intent of this letter is to address the Corps' request

for information to help define issues and concerns that will be
addressed in their Study of Navigation Improvements to the Big Bend
Channel in Tampa Bay, Hillsborough County, Florida.

The Division of Marine Resources has concerns about the
proposed project with respect to its possible effects on the
endangered West Indian Manatee, Trichechus manatus latirostris.
aerial surveys, sighting reports and mortality data all show that
the endangered West Indian Manatee regularly occurs throughout
Tanpa Bay.

Manatee @istribution in Tampa Bay during the year is variable.
They congregate during the months of Novenber through March near
the Tampa Electric Company's (TECO) Big Bend generating plant at
Apollo Beach on the east side of the bay and the Florida Power
Corporations's Bartow power plant at Weedon Island on the west side
of the bay- During cold  periods more than 100 manatees, a
significant percentage of the west coast manatee population, have
been observed at the warm water discharges of the power plants.
During the fall and warmer periods of the winter, manatees travel
between the power plants and utilize the extensive feeding habitats
nearby. From TECO Big Bend plant manatees move north to the Alafia
River and south to the Manatee River. From Bartow power plant, the
nanatees utilize the extensive grassbeds in 0ld Tampa Bay. During
cold snaps, the animals move back into the warm water refugia of
the power plants. Manatees will disperse throughout Tampa Bay
during the warmer periods of the year.
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Mann G. Davis
Page 2
Januwry 11, 1991

To reduce possible impacts to manatees, we recommend that
standard manatee protection construction conditions be useg.
Further, the dredging of the Big Bend Channel should not be done
- from November 15 through March 31 and we strongly suggest the
dredging take place between June 1 and August 31.

Sincereiy,

DIVISI OF MARINE RESOURCES

Patrick M. Rose
Environmental Administrator

PMR/wbb
Cc: Pam McVety
' Charles Futch
David Arnolg
Bob Turner, USFWS
29BIGRBEND.DR



Page Two

For projects circulated for evaluation of consistency With the FCMP, the process is slightly
different, An additional review is not necessary as your plans, policies and objectives are,
inlarge part, mandated by appropriate Florida statutory authority. However, for consistency review
purposes, it is suggested that your comments in response to the attached document be expressed

as fullows.

Based on an analysis of the mandatory enforceable provisions and reconmended policies of the core
FCHP statutes and implementing rules which your agency administers,
the proposed activity is:

) Consistent

’ Hot Consistent. Objections to an activity must describe how the proposed project is
inconsistent with the specific provisions included in the FCMP and alternatives if any, which
if adopted, would allow the activity to be consistent.

¢  Not consistent due to failure to provide sufficient information to assess the consistency of
the activity. Objections or findings of inconsistency based on insufficient information must
describe the nature of information is necessary to determine consistency.

Should you need additional information from the applicant for ICSRP purposes or to evaliiie the
consistency of the project with the FCMP, please contact the applicant for the required information
and notify this office by the due date. The State Clearinghouse will promptly inform the zpplicant
that a project review cannot be completed until such information is provided to reviewers. Shculd a
conference be necessary, please contact this office as soon as possible, Timely response is
essential in order to preserve the state's rights in both IC&RP and CZMA Consistency proceedings.

Please check the appropriate box below, provide any comments on your agency's stationary and return
to the State Clearinghouse by the due date. In both telephone conversation -and wrxtten
correspondence, please refer to the Siate Appi:catwon Identifier {SAI) number.

Enclosure :
E g2t sttt T e e 3] e e e L et e sttt eIt s et E g e ey S e e e el e e R g g el e e L sy e R e

£.0. 12372 FEDERAL
CONSISTENCY
T0: Director

State Clearinghouse ] o comMenT éconsmm
Office of Planning and Budgeting (COMMENTS ATTACHED)
Executive Office of the Governor -
The Capitol ﬁzlcomems J not constsTent
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

ATTACHED (COMMENTS ATTACHED)
(904) 488-8114 ‘

erou;__ ONR
FL9011 27 p620 ¢

SAl#:

DIVISION/BUREAU: &Y// /4//
REVIEWER: dﬁ//u/ (/i dvaz/%/
DATE: /”22;6 : 57/




FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE”
Jim Smith -

Secretary of State :
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES*”
R.A. Gray Building
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250
(904) 488-1480

S‘,ﬁ.l LY.
c LJ,:/%;‘N.’«.,HOUN-

December ‘12, 1990
Ms. Karen K. MacFarland, Director In Reply Refer To:
State Planning and Development Laura A. Kammerer

Clearinghouse ‘ Historic Sites
Office of Planning and Budgeting Specialist
The Capitol (904) 487-2333
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001 Project File No. 903536

RE: Cultural Resource Assessment Request
SAI# FL9011270620C
Department of the Army - Corps of Engineers
study of Navigation Improvements
Big Bend Channel in Tampa Bay
Hillsborough County, Florida

Dear Ms. MacFarland:

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part
800 ("Protection of Historic Properties®), we have reviewed the
above referenced project for possible impact to archaeological
and historical sites or properties listed, or eligible for
listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. The
authority for this procedure is the National Historic

Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), as amended.

A review of the Florida Master Site File indicates that nd
significant archaeological or historical sites are recorded for
or considered likely to be present within the project area.
Furthermore, it is the opinion of this agency that because of the
project location and/or nature it is considered unlikely that any
such sites will be affected. Therefore, it is the opinion of
this office that the proposed project will have no effect on any
sites listed, or eligible for listing in the National Register.
project may proceed without further involvement with this agency.



Ms. Karen K. MacFarland, Director
December 12, 1990
Page 2

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not
hesitate to contact us. Your interest in protecting Florida‘s
archaeological and historic resources is appreciated.

Georde W. Percy, Director

Division of Historical Resources
and

State Historic Preservation Officer

GWP/lak



FLORIDA GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMIiSSiN

) ;‘;'i;,l.lAM -(-;.-li()g'l'lCK;‘]R. I;()N ‘;\—’Rl(il!'l" THOMAS L. HHIRES. SR. MRS, GILBERT W. HUMPHREY JOE NARLIN HITIIARD
Winter Haven Orlando Lake Wales Miccosukee Clewiston

FARRIS BRYANT BUILDING
620 [outh Meadi.a Street
Tallahassee. Florda 32399. 1600
(904) 485- 1960

ROBERT M. BRANTLY, Executive Director
ALLAN L. EGBERT, Ph.D., Assistant Executive Director

December 20, 1990

Ms. Karen MacFarland, Director

Florida State Clearinghouse s et EAEH
Executive Office of the Governor ’
Office of Planning and Budgeting
The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0001

RE: SAT #FL9011270620C,
Hillsborough County, Big Bend
Channel Dredging, USACOE

Dear Ms. MacFarland:

The Office of Environmental Services of the Florida Game and Fresh Water
Fish Commission has reviewed the referenced document, and offers the following
comments. ' T

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is proposing to maintenance
dredge an existing private channel, known as the Big Bend Channel. Currently,
the channel is 2.2 miles long, 35 feet deep at mean low water, and 200 feet
wide, with a turning basin 1,000 feet long by 700 to 1,500 feet wide. The
spoil material would be placed on disposal island 3D. The COE is also
examining widening and deepening the Big Bend Channel to an unspecified
extent.

Our biologist reviewed the project and spoil sites on December 17, 1990.
There are several environmental concerns associated with the proposed project.
Spoil island 3D is a nationally significant colonial nesting bird rookery for
least terns (threatened), black skimmers, American oystercatchers (species of
special concern - SSC), 20,000 to 40,000 pairs of laughing gulls, royal terns,
sandwich terns, and the only Florida colony of Caspian terns. The island is
also a documented feeding area for reddish egret (SSC), snowy egret (SSC),
little blue heron (SSC), black-necked stilt, and American oystercatcher (SSC).

The existing channel is flanked by extensive shoals, some of which were
created by past dredge spoil disposal. Seagrass beds are present in the areas
surrounding the existing turning basin and the channel near the turning basin.



Ms. Karen MacFarland
December 20, 1990
Page 2

Small islands south of the channel entrance are the site of historic
mitigation studies, and are utilized for nesting by American oystercatchers
and as foraging sites for wading birds. The West Indian manatee (endangered)
is documented to utilize the turning basin area and adjacent seagrass beds for
temperature refuge and feeding.

We recommend that project impacts to natural habitats and the bird
rookery islands be eliminated wherever possible. Existing dike failures on
island 3D should be repaired. No loss of existing seagrass beds should be
permitted. The small islands and associated shoals adjacent to the channel
should also be preserved. Any proposed spoil deposition to island 3D should
occur only between the months of September to March, outside the normal
shorebird nesting season.

The proposed expansion of the federal maintenance dredging
responsibility should be carefully examined, particularly with regard to
future environmental impacts incurred when spoil island 3D reaches capacity
pPrior to its design lifetime. A careful examination should also be made of
the conflicting goals of deepening and widening channels which impact water
quality and habitat resources that the Tampa Bay Surface Water Improvement and
Management (SWIM) program is attempting to protect, enhance, and restore.

Sincerely,
Bradley J. Higfg‘ , Director
Office of Enwironmental Services
BJH/JWB3/rs
ENV 1-3-2

ce: Mr. Mann G. Davis III
Planning Division
USA Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Oy AGENCT

%

REGION IV

34S COURTLAND STREET. N.E.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30365

April 8, 1991

Colonel Bruce A. Malson
District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planning Division

Subject: Reconnaissance Phase Study on Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel and Alafia River

Colonel Malson:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region IV
has reviewed the subject document which examines a number of
options related to upgrading the navigation
capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend port facility. Certain
of the assumptions used to determine the economic basis of a
federal interest in this project are perplexing. For example,
it was assumed that after the January 1992 maintenance
operation no further excavation would be performed. Moreover,
it was posited that the work at Big Bend could not be coupled
with any other dredging in Tampa Bay. We acknowledge that this
is a point of view, but it appears flawed from a common sense
perspective. Technical staff have discussed these issues with
the study manager and, we feel sure that they will be explained
in greater detail in the forthcoming documentation.

We would like to suggest that these studies also examine the
possibility of using this project as a means of performing some
environmental mitigation for all the previous navigation work
in Tampa Bay. There are any number of possibilities to
compensate for the significant alterations/adverse
environmental consequences attendant to these actions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If we
can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3776) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely,

einz J. Mueller, Chief
fEnvironmental Policy Section
Federal Activities Branch
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

O agenct

REGION IV

345 COURTLAND STREET. N.E.
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30365

March 9, 1991

Colonel Bruce A. Malson
District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planning Division

Subject: Reconnaissance Phase Study on Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel and Alafia River

Colonel Malson:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region IV
has reviewed the subject document which examines a number of
options related to upgrading the navigation
capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend port facility. In
general, the proposed structural measures and the environmental
consequences thereof are relatively straight forward. However,
certain of the assumptions used to determine the economic basis
of a federal interest in this project are perplexing. For
example, it was assumed that after the January 1992 maintenance
operation no further excavation would be performed. Moreover,
it was posited that the work at Big Bend could not be coupled
with any other dredging in Tampa Bay. We acknowledge that this
is a point of view, but it appears flawed from a common sense
perspective. Technical staff have discussed these issues with
the study manager and, we feel sure that they will be explained
in greater detail in the forthcoming documentation.

We would like to suggest that these studies also examine the
possibility of using this project as a means of performing some
environmental mitigation for all the previous navigation work

in Tampa Bay. There are any number of possibilities to
compensate for the significant alterations/adverse
environmental consequences attendant to these actionms. We

believe that these measures could be structured into the
engineering plans such that both the environment and _the net
economic costs of the project would benefit.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If we
can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3776) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely,

2 o0 AL

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Environmental Policy Section

Printed on Recycled Paper



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

ing Divisi P9 JUN 199
Planning Division "2 JUN 1996
Environmental Branch

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
completing a study on the feasibility of providing a navigation
improvement for the Tampa Harkor - Big Bend Navigation Channel as
a Federal project. Enclosed are the draft Finding of No
significant Impact, the Draft Feasibility Report, Draft
Environmental Assessment, and preliminary evaluation pursuant to
Section 404 (b) (1) of the Clean Water Act for the proposed action.

In compliance with requirements of the National Environmental
Policy Act, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers regulations (ER 1105-2-100 and ER 200-2-2); we
are asking for your comments concerning the proposed action. In
addition, any person who has an interest may request a public
hearing. The request must -be submitted in writing within 30 days
of the date of this notice and must clearly set forth the
interest which may be affected and the manner in which the
interest may be affected by this activity. A public meeting is
planned concerning this action. The time and location of the
public meeting will be announced.

The final decision on the proposed action will reflect the
national concern for both protection and utilization of important
resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal must be balanced against it reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties,
fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration
of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of

the people.



Provide your response to me at the letterhead address within
30 days of the date of this letter. If you have any questions
concerning this public notice or the public meeting, contact
Mr. Bill Fonferek at 904-232-2803 or fax to 904-232-3442.

Sincerely,

A e

A. J. Salem
Chief, Planning Division

Enclosure



HONORABLE JOHN A GRANT
SENATE DISTRICT 13

610 W WATERS AVE STE A
TAMPA FL 33604

HONORABRLE CHARLIE CRIST
SENATE DISTRICT 20

360 CENTRAL AVE STE 1210
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE MALCOLM E BEARD
PRESIDENT PRO TEM

SENATE DISTRICT 23

P O BOX 3565

PLANT CITY FL 33564-3565

HONORABLE R Z SAFLEY
HOUSE DISTRICT 48

28051 U S 19 NORTH STE B
CLEARWATER FL 34621-2647

HONORABLE FAYE B CULP
HOUSE DISTRICT 57

4302 HENDERSON BLVD STE 113

TAMPA FL 33629

HONORABLE LESLEY MILLER JR
HOUSE DISTRICT 59

1302 N 19TH ST STE 103
TAMPA FL 33605

HONORABLE CARL LITTLEFIELD
HOUSE DISTRICT 61

38108 MERIDIAN AVE

DADE CITY FL 33525

- HONORABLE RICK DANTZLER

SENATE DISTRICT 17
P O BOX 9225
WINTER HAVEN FL 33883

HONORABLE JAMES HARGRETT
SENATE DISTRICT 21

P O BOX 11025

TAMPA FL 33680

HONORABLE ROB WALLACE
HOUSE DISTRICT 47

P O BOX 274207

TAMPA FL 33688-4207

HONORABLE JIM DAVIS
HOUSE DISTRICT 56

P O BOX 1851

TAMPA FL 33601-1851

A Y

HONORABLE ELVIN L MARTINEZ
HOUSE DISTRICT 58
2058 TAMPA BAY BLVD STE B
TAMPA FL 33607

HONORABLE VICTOR CRIST
HOUSE DISTRICT 60
11814 N 56TH ST STE C

_ TEMPLE TERRACE FL 33617

HONORABLE BUDDY JOHNSON
HOUSE DISTRICT 62

P O DRAWER 3158

PLANT CITY FL 33564-3158



HONORABLE JOHN LAURENT
HOUSE DISTRICT 66

250 N CLARK AVE

BARTOW FL 33830

HONORABLE JACK LATVALA
SENATE DISTRICT 19

35111 U S HWY 19 N STE 203
PALM HARBOR FL 34684

HONORABLE LARRY CROW
HOUSE DISTRICT 49
1096 PINEHURST ROAD
DUNEDIN FL 34698

HONORABLE MARY BRENNAN
HOUSE DISTRICT 51

6251 44TH ST N STE 7
PINELLAS PARK FL 34665

HONORABLE LARS A HAFNER
HOUSE DISTRICT 53

1301 66TH ST N

ST PETERSBURG FL 33710

HONORABLE RUDOLPH BRADLEY
HOUSE DISTRICT 55

THE TOWER

424 CENTRAL AVE STE 904
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE C W (BILL) YOUNG
10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
144 1ST AVENUE S STE 627
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE MARK R OGLES
HOUSE DISTRICT 67

1101 6TH AVE W STE 212
BRADENTON FL 34205

HONORABLE DONALD C SULLIVAN
SENATE DISTRICT 22

8050 SEMINOLE OFFICE CTR #330

SEMINOLE FL 34642

HONORABLE JOHN MORRONI
HOUSE DISTRICT 50

2331 BELLEAIR RD STE C
CLEARWATER FL 34624-1729

HONORABLE PETER RUDY WALLACE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

FLORIDA, HOUSE DISTRICT 52
360 CENTRAL AVE STE 740
ST .PETERSBURG FL 33731

HONORABLE DENNIS L JONES
HOUSE DISTRICT 54

8940 SEMINOLE BLVD
SEMINOLE FL 34642-3850

HONORABLE MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
9TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

1100 CLEVELAND STREET STE 1600

CLEARWATER FL 34615

HONORABLE SAM M GIBBONS
11TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
2002 N LOIS AVE STE 260
TAMPA FL 33607



HONORABLE CHARLES T CANADY
12TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
FEDERAL BLDG

124 S TENNESSEE AVE
LAKELAND FL 33801

HONORABLE BOB GRAHAM
P O BOX 3050
TALLAHASSEE FL 32315

FL. DEPT OF ENVIRON PROTECTION
FLORIDA MARINE RESEARCH INST
DIV OF MARINE RESOURCES

100 EIGTH AVENUE S E

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701-5095

CHATIRPERSON

GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

LINCOLN CENTER SUITE 881

5401 WEST KENNEDY BLVD

TAMPA FL 33609-2486

CHIEF

BUREAU OF WETLAND RESOURCES MGMT

FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
2600 BLAIR STONE RD

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399-2400

SOUTHWEST FL REG PLANNING COUNCIL
4980 BAYLINE DRIVE, PO BOX 3455
N FT MYERS FL 33918-3455

DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF FEDERAL ACTIVITIES
(A-104)

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

401 M STREET SW

WASHINGTON D C 20024-2610 (5 CYS)

HONORABLE DAN MILLER

13TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
1751 MOUNT ST STE A-2
SARASOTA FL 34236

HONORABLE CONNIE MACK
150 S MONROE ST STE 305
TALLAHASSEE FL 32301-1561

DIRECTOR

ORGANIZED FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA
CORTEZ CHAPTER

P O BOX 118

CORTEZ FL 34215

MR KIRBY GREEN

DIRECTOR DIV OF BEACHES AND SHORES
FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3900 COMMONWEALTH BLVD

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399

“

CHAIRMAN CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW
TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
9455 KOGER BOULEVARD

ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

MOTE MARINE LABORATORY
1600 KEN THOMPSON PARKWAY
SARASOTA FL 34236

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
ROOM 600-C

75 SPRING STREET SW

ATLANTA GA 30303-3309 (2 CYS)



COMMANDER (OAN)

SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

909 SOUTHEAST 1ST AVENUE
BRICKNELL PLAZA FEDERAL BUILDING
MIAMI FL 33131-3050

REGIONAIL: DIRECTOR

INSURANCE AND MITIGATION DIVISION
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
1371 PEACHTREE STREET NE

ATLANTA GA 30303-3309

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
9721 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

U S FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 CENTURY BOULEVARD
ATLANTA GA 30345

FLORIDA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD
TALLAHASSEE FL 32399-2100 (16 CYS)

DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
R A GRAY BUILDING

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399

DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT
REVIEW - ROOM 4241

U S8 DEPT OF THE INTERIOR

18TH AND C STREETS N W

WASHINGTON D C 20240 (12 CYs)

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SECTION

U S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IV

345 COURTLAND STREET NE

ATLANTA GA 30365-2401 (5 CYS)

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT BRANCH
3500 DELWOOD BEACH ROAD

PANAMA CITY FL 32407-7499

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
CHIEF PROTECTED SPECIES MGMT BRANCH
9721 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

FIELD SUPERVISOR

U S FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
6620 SOUTHPOINT DRIVE SOUTH
SUITE 310

JACKSONVILLE FL 32216-0912

A

MR JAMES B TERRY

CHIEF COASTAL/GIS MANAGEMENT SECT
PINELLAS CO DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS
440 COURT ST

CLEARWATER FL 34616

MAYOR OF TREASURE ISLAND
120 108TH AVENUE
TREASURE ISLAND FL 33706

CHIEF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS BRANCH
US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
26 FEDERAL PLAZA ROOM 400

NEW YORK NY 10278-0001



DIRECTOR

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

OFF OF ENERGY/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
1100 L STREET

WASHINGTON D C 20005-4013

DR SUSAN S BELL
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
TAMPA FL 33620-5150

MR PATRICK HO

TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY
P O BOX 111

TAMPA FL 33601-0111

GC SERVICE
P O BOX 22048
TAMPA FL 33607

MR MIKE PERRY
SWIM

7601 HWY 301 N
TAMPA FL. 33637

MR ROBIN LEWIS

LEWIS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES INC
P O BOX 20005

TAMPA FL 33622-0005

MR RICH PAUL

NATIONAIL AUDUBON REPRESENTATIVE
FOR FLORIDA WEST COAST

410 WARE BLVD STE 500

TAMPA FL 33619

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

460 SEMORAN BLVD

SUITE 200

CASSELBERRY FL 32707-4939

MAYOR

CITY OF ST PETERSBURG BEACH
7701 BOCA CIEGA DRIVE

ST PETERSBURG BEACH FL 33706

MR BILL SIMPSON

IMC - AGRICO COMPANY
BIG BEND TERMINAL

P O BOX 458

GIBSONTON FL 33534-5823

DR WAYNE ECHELBERGER JR

U S F COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
DEPT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
4202 E FOWLER AVE ENG 139
TAMPA FL 33620-5350

.

MR ROGER JOHANSSON

WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
CITY OF TAMPA

4700 MARITIME BLVD

TAMPA FL 33605

MR FRANK MOHR

U S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P O BOX 19247 :
TAMPA FL 33686-9247

MR BOB STETLER

FL, DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3804 COCONUT PALM DR

TAMPA FL 33619-8318



MR STEVE FIDLER
OPERATIONS MANAGER
TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL 33601

MR CARL FIELLAND
PORT ENGINEER

TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL 33601

MS NANCY JOINER

FL GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
3900 DANEFIELD ROAD
LAXELAND FL 33811

MR JIM BEEVER

FL GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
29200 TUCKERS GRADE

PUNTA GORDA FL. 33955

MR TOM REIS

SOUTHWEST FL WATER MANAGEMENT DIST
7601 HWY 301 N

TAMPA FL 33637

MR DANNY ALBERDI
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY EPC
1900 9TH AVE

TAMPA FL 33605

TAMPA TRIBUNE
PO BOX 191
TAMPA FL 33601

MR DAVID A PARSCHE
ENVIRONMENTAL: MANAGER
TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL. 33601

DR WILLIAM FEHRING
GREINER INC

(TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY CONSULTANT)
P O BOX 31646

TAMPA FI, 33631-3416

MR ALLEN BURDETT

FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE

TAMPA FL. 33619

MS SUZANNE COOPER

TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
AREA ON BAY MANAGEMENT

9455 KOGER BLVD

ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

A

MR GRAY GORDON
CARGILL FERTILIZER
8813 HWY 41 S
RIVERVIEW FL 33569

ST PETERSBURG TIMES
490 FIRST AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33731-1121

MR MARK ALDERSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SARASOTA BAY NATL EST PROG
5333 N TAMIAMI TRAIL SUITE 4
SARASOTA FL 34234



MS SHELLY ALLEN

DIVISION OF MARINE RESOURCES
FL DEP

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICE
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE
TAMPA FL 33619

MR BOB BAKER

EGMONT KEY STATE PARK
4275 - 34TH STREET SOUTH
BOX 326

ST PETERSBURG FL 33711

MR ROBERT C BROWN

WATER QUALITY ADMINISTRATOR

MANATEE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION COMMISSION

P O BOX 1000

BRADENTON FL 34206

MS SARAH CHILDS

LYKES BROTHERS INC

SEVEN LYKES ROAD

LAKE PLACID FLORIDA 33852

COMMANDING OFFICER

MARINE SAFETY OFFICE

U S COAST GUARD

ATTENTION: LT DAVE NICHOLS
155 COLUMBIA DRIVE

TAMPA FL 33606

MR EDWARD FIELDS
13849 AZALEA CIRCLE
TAMPA FL 33613

DR PENNY HALL

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

AQUATIC PRESERVES

100 EIGHTH AVENUE SE

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33701

MR TOM ASH

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION COMMISSION
1900 NINTH AVENUE
TAMPA FL. 33605

MS KATHLEEN BEEMAN

THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

1033 NINTH STREET NORTH SUITE 100
ST PETERSBURG FL. 33701

MR MORIS CABEZAS

ENGINEERING SCIENCE

2901 WEST BUSCH BOULEVARD SUITE 905
TAMPA FL 33618

MS SANDY COLBERT

EGMONT KEY ALLIANCE
6601 FIRST AVENUE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33710

MS DAWN ELSWORTH
1295 28TH STREET SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33712

MS HOLLY GREENING

TAMPA BAY NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM
111 SEVENTH AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA - 33701

MR ROB HEATH

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PARKS &
RECREATION

1101 EAST RIVERCOVE AVENUE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33604



DR BRANDT HENNINGSEN

SWIM PROGRAM

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT

7601 HIGHWAY 301 NORTH

TAMPA FLORIDA 33637

MS MARY HOPPE

PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR
NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

111 SEVENTH AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33701

MS SUE LANDRY

ST PETERSBURG TIMES

PO BOX 1i21

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

MR STU MARVIN

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CITY-COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

601 EAST KENNEDY BOULEVARD
TAMPA FL. 33602

DR EDWARD PROFFITT

CENTER FOR MARINE CONSERVATION
BAYFRONT TOWER

ONE BEACH DRIVE SUITE 304

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

MR CAMERON SHAW REFUGE MANAGER

CHASSAHOWITZKA NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

1502 SE KINGS BAY DRIVE

CRYSTAL RIVER FL 34429

MS JANE URQUHART-DONNELLY

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

8407 LAUREL FAIR CIRCLE

TAMPA FL 33610

MS NANETTE HOLLAND
ENVIROSCRIPT

310 WEST CREST AVENUE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33603

MR JERRY KESSEL

FL DEP ‘
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICE
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33619

MR JORDAN LEWIS

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY HEALTH DEPT
PO BOX 5135

TAMPA FLORIDA 33675-5135

MR JACK MERRIAM

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
601 E KENNEDY BLVD 23RD FLOOR
TAMPA FL 33602

\

THOMAS W REESE ESQ

BROOKER CREEK PRESERVATION INC
MANASOTA 88

2951 - 61ST AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

CAPTAIN RUSS SIRMONS
PO BOX 7773
ST PETERSBURG FL 33704

DR SANDRA VARGO

FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY
830 FIRST STREET SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701



MR COSTA S VATIKIOTIS PE
CITY MANAGER

CITY OF TARPON SPRINGS

P O BOX 5004

TARPON SPRINGS FL. 34688-5004

MS JAN VORHEES
1419 PLANTATION CIRCLE #2014
PLANT CITY FL 33567

MR MONTE BELOTE

FLORIDA CONSUMER ACTION NETWORK
4100 WEST KENNEDY BOULEVARD #128
TAMPA FL 33609-2243

MR JEFF BUCK
TAMPA BAY PILOTS
P O BOX 381
TAMPA FL 33601

MR WILLIAM B CAREY PRESIDENT
BRA ENVIRONMENTAL INC

3910 US HIGHWAY 301 NORTH #190
TAMPA FL 33619

THOMAS R CUBA PHD
DELTA SEVEN

PO BOX 54697

ST PETERSBURG FL 33739

MR FLOYD L DEFOREST DIRECTOR
HILLSBOROUGH CHAPTER

ORGANIZED FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA
1235 LAKE COMO DRIVE

LUTZ FL 33549

MR WILLIAM J VEON JR

SR STORMWATER MANAGING ENGINEER
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY INFRA PLNG &
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

601 EAST KENNEDY BOULEVARD

TAMPA FL 33602

MS JANET AUSTIN MANAGER

NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

P O BOX 1110

TAMPA FL, 33601

MR RICHARD BRIGHTMAN
P O BOX 6526
TALLAHASSEE FL 32314

MS HALLIE CALIG
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATION
CITY OF TAMPA

306 EAST JACKSON STREET
TAMPA FL. 33602

~

MS DAWN CATE

ST PETERSBURG TIMES
CITY DESK

PO BOX 1121

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

MR TOM DAHL

US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

9720 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE #101
ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

MR MICHAEL J ECHEVARRIA

FLORIDA CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
ECHEVARRIA & HELMERS

1201 SWANN AVENUE - OLD HYDE PARK
TAMPA FL 33606



MR BOB ELEK

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
LOWRY PARK ZOO

7530 NORTH BOULEVARD
TAMPA FL. 33604

COMMISSIONER BRUNO FALKENSTEIN
CITY OF ST PETERSBURG BEACH
7701 BOCA CIEGA DRIVE

ST PETERSBURG BEACH FL 33706

MS LEE FOX

PINELLAS SEABIRD
REHABILITATION CENTER

840 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH

TIERRA VERDE FL 33715

MR RICK GORSIKA
CH2M HILL

PO BOX 21647

TAMPA FL. 33622-1647

MR JULIUS HOBBS

TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY
PO BOX 111

TAMPA FL 33601-0111

MS DENA GROSS LEAVENGOOD
THE FLORIDA AQUARIUM

300 SOUTH 13TH STREET
TAMPA FLL 33602-5628

MR DON MOORES
2208 RIVERSIDE DRIVE NORTH
CLEARWATER FL 34624

DR ERNEST D ESTEVEZ
SENIOR STAFF SCIENTIST
MOTE MARINE LABORATORY
1600 CITY ISLAND PARK
SARASOTA FL 33577

MR DICK FLETCHER
5534 ATLANTIC AVENUE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33703

MS JONI R FREEDMAN

FLORIDA REGIONAL MANAGER

THE CEIP FUND INC

4902 EISENHOWER BOULEVARD #217
TAMPA FL 33634

MR BOB HENDERSON PRESIDENT
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Planning Division
Plan Formulation Branch
Navigation Section

TO ADDRESSEES ON ENCLOSED LIST

The notice with a Draft Feasibility Report and
Environmental Assessment (EA)on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers' navigation study for the Tampa Harbor - Big Bend
Channel indicated a planned public meeting without a time
and date. Arrangements are now in place for an informal
meeting to take place on July 29, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting will be in the Board Room of the Tampa Port
Authority, located at 811 Wynkoop Road in Building Number 24

on the 2nd floor.

As stated in the previous notice, the draft report and
EA findings are for your review and comment before
preparation of a final report. If you wish to make your
comments known at the meeting, an opportunity will be
provided for you to speak. Anyone‘desiring to provide
written comments at that time may also do so.

Sincerely

A. J. Salem
Chief, Planning Division



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Jacksonville
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Sandra B. Mortham
of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
R.A. Gray Building -
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Director’s Office Telecopier Number (FAX)
(904) 488-1480 (904) 488-3353

August 7, 1996
Mr. A_J. Salem, Chief In Reply Refer To:
Planning Division, Environmental Resources Brance Frank J. Keel
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers Historic Preservation Planner
P.0. Box 4970 (904) 487-2333
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 Project File No. 962728

RE: Draft Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment
Navigation Study for Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Channel - 10128
Hillsborough County, Florida

Dear Mr. Salem:

A S

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part 800 ("Protection of Historic
Properties™), we have reviewed the referenced project(s) for possible impact to archaeological and
historical sites or properties listed, or eligjble for listing, in the National Register of Historic
Places. The authority for this procedure is the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public
Law 89-665), as amended.

A review of the Florida Site File indicates that no significant archaeological or historical sites are
recorded for or likely to be present within the project area. Furthermore, because of the project
location and/or nature it is unlikely that any such sites will be affected. Therefore, it is the opinion
of this office that the proposed project will have no effect on historic properties listed, or eligible
for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places.

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your
interest in protecting Florida's hist6ric properties is appreciated.

Sincerely, |

George W. Percy, Director

Division of Historical Resources
and

State Historic Preservation Officer
GWP/Kfk

Archaeological Research Florida Folklife Programs Historic Preservation Museum of Florida History
(904) 487-2299 (904) 397-2192 (904) 487-2333 (904) 488-1484



9455 Koger Boulevard

St. Petersburg, FL 337022491
(813) 577-5151/Tampa 224-9380
Suncom 586-3217

Officers

Chairman
Commissioner
John Gause

Vice-Chairman
Councilman
Armand “Sandy” Burke

Secretary/Treasurer
Commissioner
Steven M. Seibert

Executive Director
Julia E. Greene

August 1, 1996

A.J. Salem, Chief

Planning Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Salem:

Re:  Draft Feasivility” Report_. and Enviroumental Assessment on ihe
Navigation Study for the Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channel

The above-referenced document has been received by the staff of the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning Council and its Agency on Bay Management. Please be
advised that the Council will submit its comments and recommendations
following the receipt of additional information which is currently scheduled to
occur on September 12, 1996. Mr Tim Murphy of the Jacksonville District staff
is scheduled to make a presentation to the Council’s Agency on Bay Management
on that date.

Draft comments from TBRPC staff will be sent as soon as possible after that
informational meeting.

Thank you for inviting the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council to review the
draft document. The maintenance of our shipping facilities is vital to the
economy of the Tampa Bay region, just as protection of our estuarine resources
is crucial to the environmental health of Tampa Bay.

Please-call Ms. Sheila-Benz, or Mr. John Mcj,’cr-,f!_"';,-RPC.stafE, if you have any
questions or need further assistance. ’ :

Sincerel
Julia E. Greene
Executive Director

cc: Commissioner Steve Seibert

THE REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL is recognized as Florida's only multipurpose regional entity that is in a position to pian for and
coordinate intergovernmental solutions to growth-related problems on greater-than-local issues, provide technical assistance to local

governments, and meet other needs of the communities in each region.

... F.S. 186.502(4)1
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEE m
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

July 23, 1996

Colonel Terry Rice

District Engineer, Jacksonville District
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Dear Colonel Rice:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the Draft
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment (EA), dated June
28, 1996, for the proposed widening and deepening of the Tampa
Harbor Big Bend Channel in Hillsborough County, Florida. The
selected plan calls for widening the channel from 200 to 250 feet
and deepening the channel from 34 to 41 feet. The dredged material
would initially be placed into disposal island 3D then, after fine
sediments have been separated, the material will be removed from
island 3D and placed in deep borrow holes off Whiskey Stump Key.
The restoration of bottom elevations surrounding Whiskey Stump Key
is anticipated to increase habitat value and improve water quality
of the area that currently exhibits low dissolved oxygen levels.
Potential effects, of the selected plan, on living marine resources
are adequately addressed in the EA and the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act Report (FWCAR). Additionally, the selected plan
is consistent with comments and recommendations made by the NMFS
during our review of the FWCAR. Therefore, we have no other
comments to offer at this time.

Please direct related comments or questions to Mr. David N. Dale of
our St. Petersburg Area Office. He may be contacted at 813/570-
5317.

Sincerely,

Gt Mggems

&L Andreas Mager, Jr.
Assistant Regional Director
Habitat Conservation Division

@ Printed on Recycled Paper



Clearwater Powen Sguadnon, Tuc.

A UNIT OF UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS
SAIL AND POWER BOATING
1000 Cleveland St. « Clearwater, FL 34615 - 4514
(813) 441 - 8775

15 July 1996

Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Attn: A. J. Salem, Chief
Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Dear Sir,

We are in receipt of your proposal for the improvement of Big
Bend Navigation Channel. We are unable to note any serious
environmental problems resulting from this small amount of
dredging in Tampa Bay.

The Clearwater Power Squadron is very active in the Co-operative
Charting program of the N.O.A., and can be much more of a help
to you in the waterways of the West Coast from Ancelote Kay

to Egemont Key.

Sincerely,
M-E-M =

William H. Ryan, A
Past Commander
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3 l | & Richard B. Russell Federal Building
%, @q* 75 Spring Street, S.W.

v peve Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3388

July 10, 1996

Mr. A. J. Salem, Chief, Planning Division
US Army Corps of Engineers

P.0. Box 4970

Jacksonville, F1 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Salem:

This refers to your memorandum dated June 28,1996, transmitting
the Draft Feasibility Report and Draft Environmental Impact
Statement [DEIS] for the Tampa Harbor Navigation Study - Big Bend

Channel - 10128 in Florida.

Our review indicates there will be no significant adverse impact
on any HUD programs as a result of this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on your
proposed project. .

Sincerely,

‘

Thomas A. Ficht
Supervisory Environmental Officer
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g UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
£ REGION 4

345 COURTLAND STREET, N.E.
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30365

K12 1909

Colonel Terry B. Rice

District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planhing Division

Subject: Environmental Assessment (EA) on the Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel Navigation Study, Hillsborough County, FL

Colonel Rice:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region 4
has reviewed the subject document which examines the consequences
of upgrading the navigation capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend
Port facility, viz., deepening the access channel/turning basin to
41 feet plus 2 feet of advance maintenance. The proposed measures
would generate 2.7 million cubic yards of new work material which
will be placed at the existing disposal area (CMDA-3D) and/or to
expand Sunken Island or f£ill some dredged areas near Whiskey Stump
Key. ‘ A

The proposal‘s environmental ramifications appear relatively
straight forward and the mitigation should compensate, at least in
part, for the significant alterations/adverse environmental
consequences attendant to historic actions associated with overall
port development. Further, we believe that the noted best
management measures which will be implemented during construction
and any necessary-changes directed by subsequent monitoring should
lessen short-term adverse effects to acceptable levels. The
environmental features of this proposal appear excellent and should
establish a precedent for any future development actions in Tampa

Bay.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If
we can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3555 VM 6853) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely, :

Sz Wl

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Environmental Policy Section



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND COMPLIANCE
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

August 22, 1996

"ER-96/448

-District Engineer
Jacksonville District

US Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Sir:

The Department of the Interior has reviewed the draft Feasibility
Report, FONSI, and Environmental Assessment for the Tampa Harbor-
Big Bend Channel expansion project Hillsborough County, Florida.
It was prepared to describe a proposed dredge expansion of the
shipping and berthing areas of the Big Bend area, and accompanying
dredge disposal areas. ' :

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) submitted a Coordination
Act Report for this project in February 1994, addressing the
environmental conditions of the work area and proposed disposal
sites. The report made recommendatiors regarding each spoil site,
as well as construction time frames to avoid impact to nesting
shorebirds and manatees.

The Corps determined this project would have “no effect” on the
West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus). The Service disagreed,
and determined the project would “adversely affect” the manatee.
A biological opinion was prepared. conservation recommendations
were provided tc reduce the potential impact to manatees.. Those
recommendations consisted of implementation of the standard manatee
construction conditions, and a request that no dredging occur
during the winter period (November 15 through March 31).

In the Draft Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment, an
analysis and description of dredge alternatives and accompanying
disposal sites were included for review.

The Corps stated in the FONSI that the standard manatee
construction precautions will be followed, but it will not be
possible to restrict dredging during the winter months for the
following reasons:

1. No manatee mortality has ever been recorded for dredging
(Manatee Recovery Plan).



2. The standard manatee protection conditions will be implemented
during construction.

3. There is no food source or warm water outfall to attract
manatees to the construction areas.

4. A bulkhead separates Big Bend Port from the power plant (TECO)
where manatees congregate.

The Service is concerned the project, even with the manatee
safeguards, may have an adverse affect on the manatee. While no
manatee mortality has occurred as a direct result from a dredge, it
has been documented that associated crew boat traffic has caused
injury or death. :

Regarding the lack of “attractants” to the immediate area, ' the
Service has recent information which indicates sea grass beds exist
in . the immediate vicinity of the proposed dredge site. The
“Kitchen” area, which lies to the immediate north of the inner
channel, Adamsville peninsula, Fishook Island, and the spoil island
across from the Big Bend power plant all have documented sea grass
beds. Manatees have been observed in the turning basin, and three
percent of all winter sightings in the area document manatee travel .
northward to the Alafia River, Port Sutton, and the Hillsborough
River. The latter three locations are directly in the project work
area. We believe these areas serve as attractants to manatees, and
the animals travel either north towards the Kitchen, or southward
into the inner channel.

The bulkhead discussed in the FONSI forms the western boundary of
the individual berthing area and is known as the inner channel. A
Service biologist visited the site, and agrees this should prevent
manatees from gaining entrance from outside areas during
construction. Congregating manatees at the TECO outfall should not
be affected. However, the possibility remains that manatees may
venture inside the entrance to the berthing channels on the north
side. There have been documented sightings at the mouth of the
northern most <channsl, and northwest - of the- TECO. channel,
meandering 200 yards from an operational dredge. ' '

Other areas proposed for dredging include the entrance channel and
the main shipping channel. Manatee safety concerns are also
important in these areas due to a lack of confinement structures,
and a documented history of use as a travel corridor. Florida
Marine Research Institute has provided aerial survey information
which indicates that manatees frequent both the TECO outfall area
as well as the Bartow Power Plant located on the north side of
Weedon Island in St. Petersburg. Data suggests the animals travel
from the TECO outfall, west along the spoil islands (adjacent to
the proposed dredge site), along Gadsden Point, and across 0Old
Tampa Bay to Weedon Island. Apparently, this is a frequent



»

occurrence. The project, as proposed, requires dredging in this
area.

The Service believes the manatee may be adversely affected, and we
request that the Corps reconsider their decision to dredge in the
winter months (November 15-March 31). The project site is adjacent
to a state-designated winter manatee sanctuary, and serves as a
travel corridor to one hundred plus manatees at any one time during

cold weather.

An alternative is to time the project so that the inner channel is
dredged outside of the manatee season, and then move into the open
water areas at the beginning of the winter period. This would
reduce the potential impact to manatees. If this is not possible,
we request a trained biologist, to be approved by the Service, be
available to ‘observe for manatees during the winter months. The
Service also requests that all service boats used in the work area
be fitted with propeller guards.

The Service agrees with the use of Disposal Island 3-D, Alternative
Plan C-4 (Sunken Island Disposal) or Plan C-3 (Whiskey Stump Key)
for disposal of dredge materials. We suggest that the dikes at 3-D
be rebuilt, and that any remaining spoil be put to beneficial uses, -
such as those at C-3 and C-4. We recommend that disposal occur
outside of the shorebird nesting season (April 1 - September 1),
and that the management plan as described in the CAR be followed.
We also recommend that any nourishment done at sites C-3 or C-4
avoid impacting sea grass beds. If impacts are unavoidable, the
Corps should develop a mitigation plan. The standard manatee
construction precautions also apply feor the disposal sites.

The Department appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on
these documents and hopes these comments are useful in your

deliberations.

Sincerely yours,

A o

James H. Lee
Regional Environmental Officer
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Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Mr. James Lee

Regional Environmental Officer
U.S. Department of Interior

75 Spring Street, SW.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Lee:

We have reviewed your comments on the Feasibility Report
 for the Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Navigation Channel dated
August 22, 1996.

Regarding the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (Corps)
determination that there would be "no effects" on manatees,
there has been an informal agreement with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) offices in Florida that if we
incorporate standard conditions adopted by the State of
Florida and the FWS, then the FWS would concur with the "no
effects" determination. This was done so the FWS would not
have to prepare a Biological Opinion on all the maintenance
dredging actions that occur in this District which would
essentially have the same Terms and Conditions as the
adopted standard conditions. If this approach is no longer
appropriate, please let us know.

The Big Bend project is located adjacent to a migratory
bird rookery managed by the National Audubon Society. The
dredged material management area CMDA-3D which will also be
used for the project is also used by migratory birds for
nesting. The District has developed and implemented a
Migratory Bird Protection Policy in conjunction with the FWS
and the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission. The
potential impacts on migratory birds from the dredging and
placement are almost certain. Therefore, we plan to avoid
construction during this valuable nesting period (1 2April -
31 August). . .-

Since the inception of this project, the FWS has been
involved in the identification and development of
alternatives. During the preparation of the Coordination
Act Report, the FWS also included the Biological Opinion in
response to our "no effects" determination. Included in
that were the Conservation Recommendations, listed by your
office. No special conditions were included in the Terms
and Conditions of the Incidental Take statement.



Ms. Karen MacFarland
December 20, 1990
Page 2

Small islands south of the channel entrance are the site of historic
mitigation studies, and are utilized for nesting by American oystercatchers
and as foraging sites for wading birds. The West Indian manatee (endangered)
is documented to utilize the turning basin area and adjacent seagrass beds for
temperature refuge and feeding.

We recommend that project impacts to natural habitats and the bird
rookery islands be eliminated wherever possible. Existing dike failures on
island 3D should be repaired. No loss of existing seagrass beds should be
permitted. The small islands and associated shoals adjacent to the channel
should also be preserved. Any proposed spoil deposition to island 3D should
occur only between the months of September to March, outside the normal
shorebird nesting season.

The proposed expansion of the federal maintenance dredging
responsibility should be carefully examined, particularly with regard to
future environmental impacts incurred when spoil island 3D reaches capacity
pPrior to its design lifetime. A careful examination should also be made of
the conflicting goals of deepening and widening channels which impact water
quality and habitat resources that the Tampa Bay Surface Water Improvement and
Management (SWIM) program is attempting to protect, enhance, and restore.

Sincerely,
Bradley J. Higfg‘ , Director
Office of Enwironmental Services
BJH/JWB3/rs
ENV 1-3-2

ce: Mr. Mann G. Davis III
Planning Division
USA Corps of Engineers
P. 0. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Oy AGENCT

%

REGION IV

34S COURTLAND STREET. N.E.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30365

April 8, 1991

Colonel Bruce A. Malson
District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planning Division

Subject: Reconnaissance Phase Study on Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel and Alafia River

Colonel Malson:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region IV
has reviewed the subject document which examines a number of
options related to upgrading the navigation
capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend port facility. Certain
of the assumptions used to determine the economic basis of a
federal interest in this project are perplexing. For example,
it was assumed that after the January 1992 maintenance
operation no further excavation would be performed. Moreover,
it was posited that the work at Big Bend could not be coupled
with any other dredging in Tampa Bay. We acknowledge that this
is a point of view, but it appears flawed from a common sense
perspective. Technical staff have discussed these issues with
the study manager and, we feel sure that they will be explained
in greater detail in the forthcoming documentation.

We would like to suggest that these studies also examine the
possibility of using this project as a means of performing some
environmental mitigation for all the previous navigation work
in Tampa Bay. There are any number of possibilities to
compensate for the significant alterations/adverse
environmental consequences attendant to these actions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If we
can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3776) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely,

einz J. Mueller, Chief
fEnvironmental Policy Section
Federal Activities Branch
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

O agenct

REGION IV

345 COURTLAND STREET. N.E.
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30365

March 9, 1991

Colonel Bruce A. Malson
District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planning Division

Subject: Reconnaissance Phase Study on Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel and Alafia River

Colonel Malson:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region IV
has reviewed the subject document which examines a number of
options related to upgrading the navigation
capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend port facility. In
general, the proposed structural measures and the environmental
consequences thereof are relatively straight forward. However,
certain of the assumptions used to determine the economic basis
of a federal interest in this project are perplexing. For
example, it was assumed that after the January 1992 maintenance
operation no further excavation would be performed. Moreover,
it was posited that the work at Big Bend could not be coupled
with any other dredging in Tampa Bay. We acknowledge that this
is a point of view, but it appears flawed from a common sense
perspective. Technical staff have discussed these issues with
the study manager and, we feel sure that they will be explained
in greater detail in the forthcoming documentation.

We would like to suggest that these studies also examine the
possibility of using this project as a means of performing some
environmental mitigation for all the previous navigation work

in Tampa Bay. There are any number of possibilities to
compensate for the significant alterations/adverse
environmental consequences attendant to these actionms. We

believe that these measures could be structured into the
engineering plans such that both the environment and _the net
economic costs of the project would benefit.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If we
can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3776) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely,

2 o0 AL

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Environmental Policy Section

Printed on Recycled Paper



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

ing Divisi P9 JUN 199
Planning Division "2 JUN 1996
Environmental Branch

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is
completing a study on the feasibility of providing a navigation
improvement for the Tampa Harkor - Big Bend Navigation Channel as
a Federal project. Enclosed are the draft Finding of No
significant Impact, the Draft Feasibility Report, Draft
Environmental Assessment, and preliminary evaluation pursuant to
Section 404 (b) (1) of the Clean Water Act for the proposed action.

In compliance with requirements of the National Environmental
Policy Act, Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers regulations (ER 1105-2-100 and ER 200-2-2); we
are asking for your comments concerning the proposed action. In
addition, any person who has an interest may request a public
hearing. The request must -be submitted in writing within 30 days
of the date of this notice and must clearly set forth the
interest which may be affected and the manner in which the
interest may be affected by this activity. A public meeting is
planned concerning this action. The time and location of the
public meeting will be announced.

The final decision on the proposed action will reflect the
national concern for both protection and utilization of important
resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to
accrue from the proposal must be balanced against it reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties,
fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation,
water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration
of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of

the people.



Provide your response to me at the letterhead address within
30 days of the date of this letter. If you have any questions
concerning this public notice or the public meeting, contact
Mr. Bill Fonferek at 904-232-2803 or fax to 904-232-3442.

Sincerely,

A e

A. J. Salem
Chief, Planning Division

Enclosure



HONORABLE JOHN A GRANT
SENATE DISTRICT 13

610 W WATERS AVE STE A
TAMPA FL 33604

HONORABRLE CHARLIE CRIST
SENATE DISTRICT 20

360 CENTRAL AVE STE 1210
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE MALCOLM E BEARD
PRESIDENT PRO TEM

SENATE DISTRICT 23

P O BOX 3565

PLANT CITY FL 33564-3565

HONORABLE R Z SAFLEY
HOUSE DISTRICT 48

28051 U S 19 NORTH STE B
CLEARWATER FL 34621-2647

HONORABLE FAYE B CULP
HOUSE DISTRICT 57

4302 HENDERSON BLVD STE 113

TAMPA FL 33629

HONORABLE LESLEY MILLER JR
HOUSE DISTRICT 59

1302 N 19TH ST STE 103
TAMPA FL 33605

HONORABLE CARL LITTLEFIELD
HOUSE DISTRICT 61

38108 MERIDIAN AVE

DADE CITY FL 33525

- HONORABLE RICK DANTZLER

SENATE DISTRICT 17
P O BOX 9225
WINTER HAVEN FL 33883

HONORABLE JAMES HARGRETT
SENATE DISTRICT 21

P O BOX 11025

TAMPA FL 33680

HONORABLE ROB WALLACE
HOUSE DISTRICT 47

P O BOX 274207

TAMPA FL 33688-4207

HONORABLE JIM DAVIS
HOUSE DISTRICT 56

P O BOX 1851

TAMPA FL 33601-1851

A Y

HONORABLE ELVIN L MARTINEZ
HOUSE DISTRICT 58
2058 TAMPA BAY BLVD STE B
TAMPA FL 33607

HONORABLE VICTOR CRIST
HOUSE DISTRICT 60
11814 N 56TH ST STE C

_ TEMPLE TERRACE FL 33617

HONORABLE BUDDY JOHNSON
HOUSE DISTRICT 62

P O DRAWER 3158

PLANT CITY FL 33564-3158



HONORABLE JOHN LAURENT
HOUSE DISTRICT 66

250 N CLARK AVE

BARTOW FL 33830

HONORABLE JACK LATVALA
SENATE DISTRICT 19

35111 U S HWY 19 N STE 203
PALM HARBOR FL 34684

HONORABLE LARRY CROW
HOUSE DISTRICT 49
1096 PINEHURST ROAD
DUNEDIN FL 34698

HONORABLE MARY BRENNAN
HOUSE DISTRICT 51

6251 44TH ST N STE 7
PINELLAS PARK FL 34665

HONORABLE LARS A HAFNER
HOUSE DISTRICT 53

1301 66TH ST N

ST PETERSBURG FL 33710

HONORABLE RUDOLPH BRADLEY
HOUSE DISTRICT 55

THE TOWER

424 CENTRAL AVE STE 904
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE C W (BILL) YOUNG
10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
144 1ST AVENUE S STE 627
ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

HONORABLE MARK R OGLES
HOUSE DISTRICT 67

1101 6TH AVE W STE 212
BRADENTON FL 34205

HONORABLE DONALD C SULLIVAN
SENATE DISTRICT 22

8050 SEMINOLE OFFICE CTR #330

SEMINOLE FL 34642

HONORABLE JOHN MORRONI
HOUSE DISTRICT 50

2331 BELLEAIR RD STE C
CLEARWATER FL 34624-1729

HONORABLE PETER RUDY WALLACE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

FLORIDA, HOUSE DISTRICT 52
360 CENTRAL AVE STE 740
ST .PETERSBURG FL 33731

HONORABLE DENNIS L JONES
HOUSE DISTRICT 54

8940 SEMINOLE BLVD
SEMINOLE FL 34642-3850

HONORABLE MICHAEL BILIRAKIS
9TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

1100 CLEVELAND STREET STE 1600

CLEARWATER FL 34615

HONORABLE SAM M GIBBONS
11TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
2002 N LOIS AVE STE 260
TAMPA FL 33607



HONORABLE CHARLES T CANADY
12TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
FEDERAL BLDG

124 S TENNESSEE AVE
LAKELAND FL 33801

HONORABLE BOB GRAHAM
P O BOX 3050
TALLAHASSEE FL 32315

FL. DEPT OF ENVIRON PROTECTION
FLORIDA MARINE RESEARCH INST
DIV OF MARINE RESOURCES

100 EIGTH AVENUE S E

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701-5095

CHATIRPERSON

GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

LINCOLN CENTER SUITE 881

5401 WEST KENNEDY BLVD

TAMPA FL 33609-2486

CHIEF

BUREAU OF WETLAND RESOURCES MGMT

FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
2600 BLAIR STONE RD

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399-2400

SOUTHWEST FL REG PLANNING COUNCIL
4980 BAYLINE DRIVE, PO BOX 3455
N FT MYERS FL 33918-3455

DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF FEDERAL ACTIVITIES
(A-104)

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

401 M STREET SW

WASHINGTON D C 20024-2610 (5 CYS)

HONORABLE DAN MILLER

13TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
1751 MOUNT ST STE A-2
SARASOTA FL 34236

HONORABLE CONNIE MACK
150 S MONROE ST STE 305
TALLAHASSEE FL 32301-1561

DIRECTOR

ORGANIZED FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA
CORTEZ CHAPTER

P O BOX 118

CORTEZ FL 34215

MR KIRBY GREEN

DIRECTOR DIV OF BEACHES AND SHORES
FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3900 COMMONWEALTH BLVD

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399

“

CHAIRMAN CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW
TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
9455 KOGER BOULEVARD

ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

MOTE MARINE LABORATORY
1600 KEN THOMPSON PARKWAY
SARASOTA FL 34236

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
ROOM 600-C

75 SPRING STREET SW

ATLANTA GA 30303-3309 (2 CYS)



COMMANDER (OAN)

SEVENTH COAST GUARD DISTRICT

909 SOUTHEAST 1ST AVENUE
BRICKNELL PLAZA FEDERAL BUILDING
MIAMI FL 33131-3050

REGIONAIL: DIRECTOR

INSURANCE AND MITIGATION DIVISION
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
1371 PEACHTREE STREET NE

ATLANTA GA 30303-3309

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
9721 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

U S FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 CENTURY BOULEVARD
ATLANTA GA 30345

FLORIDA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD
TALLAHASSEE FL 32399-2100 (16 CYS)

DIRECTOR

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
R A GRAY BUILDING

TALLAHASSEE FL 32399

DIRECTOR

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT
REVIEW - ROOM 4241

U S8 DEPT OF THE INTERIOR

18TH AND C STREETS N W

WASHINGTON D C 20240 (12 CYs)

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SECTION

U S ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION IV

345 COURTLAND STREET NE

ATLANTA GA 30365-2401 (5 CYS)

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT BRANCH
3500 DELWOOD BEACH ROAD

PANAMA CITY FL 32407-7499

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
CHIEF PROTECTED SPECIES MGMT BRANCH
9721 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

FIELD SUPERVISOR

U S FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
6620 SOUTHPOINT DRIVE SOUTH
SUITE 310

JACKSONVILLE FL 32216-0912

A

MR JAMES B TERRY

CHIEF COASTAL/GIS MANAGEMENT SECT
PINELLAS CO DEPT OF PUBLIC WORKS
440 COURT ST

CLEARWATER FL 34616

MAYOR OF TREASURE ISLAND
120 108TH AVENUE
TREASURE ISLAND FL 33706

CHIEF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS BRANCH
US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
26 FEDERAL PLAZA ROOM 400

NEW YORK NY 10278-0001



DIRECTOR

FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION

OFF OF ENERGY/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
1100 L STREET

WASHINGTON D C 20005-4013

DR SUSAN S BELL
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
TAMPA FL 33620-5150

MR PATRICK HO

TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY
P O BOX 111

TAMPA FL 33601-0111

GC SERVICE
P O BOX 22048
TAMPA FL 33607

MR MIKE PERRY
SWIM

7601 HWY 301 N
TAMPA FL. 33637

MR ROBIN LEWIS

LEWIS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES INC
P O BOX 20005

TAMPA FL 33622-0005

MR RICH PAUL

NATIONAIL AUDUBON REPRESENTATIVE
FOR FLORIDA WEST COAST

410 WARE BLVD STE 500

TAMPA FL 33619

FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

460 SEMORAN BLVD

SUITE 200

CASSELBERRY FL 32707-4939

MAYOR

CITY OF ST PETERSBURG BEACH
7701 BOCA CIEGA DRIVE

ST PETERSBURG BEACH FL 33706

MR BILL SIMPSON

IMC - AGRICO COMPANY
BIG BEND TERMINAL

P O BOX 458

GIBSONTON FL 33534-5823

DR WAYNE ECHELBERGER JR

U S F COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
DEPT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
4202 E FOWLER AVE ENG 139
TAMPA FL 33620-5350

.

MR ROGER JOHANSSON

WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT
CITY OF TAMPA

4700 MARITIME BLVD

TAMPA FL 33605

MR FRANK MOHR

U S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P O BOX 19247 :
TAMPA FL 33686-9247

MR BOB STETLER

FL, DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3804 COCONUT PALM DR

TAMPA FL 33619-8318



MR STEVE FIDLER
OPERATIONS MANAGER
TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL 33601

MR CARL FIELLAND
PORT ENGINEER

TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL 33601

MS NANCY JOINER

FL GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
3900 DANEFIELD ROAD
LAXELAND FL 33811

MR JIM BEEVER

FL GAME AND FISH COMMISSION
29200 TUCKERS GRADE

PUNTA GORDA FL. 33955

MR TOM REIS

SOUTHWEST FL WATER MANAGEMENT DIST
7601 HWY 301 N

TAMPA FL 33637

MR DANNY ALBERDI
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY EPC
1900 9TH AVE

TAMPA FL 33605

TAMPA TRIBUNE
PO BOX 191
TAMPA FL 33601

MR DAVID A PARSCHE
ENVIRONMENTAL: MANAGER
TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
P O BOX 2192

TAMPA FL. 33601

DR WILLIAM FEHRING
GREINER INC

(TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY CONSULTANT)
P O BOX 31646

TAMPA FI, 33631-3416

MR ALLEN BURDETT

FL DEPT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE

TAMPA FL. 33619

MS SUZANNE COOPER

TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL
AREA ON BAY MANAGEMENT

9455 KOGER BLVD

ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

A

MR GRAY GORDON
CARGILL FERTILIZER
8813 HWY 41 S
RIVERVIEW FL 33569

ST PETERSBURG TIMES
490 FIRST AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33731-1121

MR MARK ALDERSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SARASOTA BAY NATL EST PROG
5333 N TAMIAMI TRAIL SUITE 4
SARASOTA FL 34234



MS SHELLY ALLEN

DIVISION OF MARINE RESOURCES
FL DEP

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICE
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE
TAMPA FL 33619

MR BOB BAKER

EGMONT KEY STATE PARK
4275 - 34TH STREET SOUTH
BOX 326

ST PETERSBURG FL 33711

MR ROBERT C BROWN

WATER QUALITY ADMINISTRATOR

MANATEE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
ACTION COMMISSION

P O BOX 1000

BRADENTON FL 34206

MS SARAH CHILDS

LYKES BROTHERS INC

SEVEN LYKES ROAD

LAKE PLACID FLORIDA 33852

COMMANDING OFFICER

MARINE SAFETY OFFICE

U S COAST GUARD

ATTENTION: LT DAVE NICHOLS
155 COLUMBIA DRIVE

TAMPA FL 33606

MR EDWARD FIELDS
13849 AZALEA CIRCLE
TAMPA FL 33613

DR PENNY HALL

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

AQUATIC PRESERVES

100 EIGHTH AVENUE SE

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33701

MR TOM ASH

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION COMMISSION
1900 NINTH AVENUE
TAMPA FL. 33605

MS KATHLEEN BEEMAN

THE TAMPA TRIBUNE

1033 NINTH STREET NORTH SUITE 100
ST PETERSBURG FL. 33701

MR MORIS CABEZAS

ENGINEERING SCIENCE

2901 WEST BUSCH BOULEVARD SUITE 905
TAMPA FL 33618

MS SANDY COLBERT

EGMONT KEY ALLIANCE
6601 FIRST AVENUE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33710

MS DAWN ELSWORTH
1295 28TH STREET SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33712

MS HOLLY GREENING

TAMPA BAY NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM
111 SEVENTH AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA - 33701

MR ROB HEATH

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PARKS &
RECREATION

1101 EAST RIVERCOVE AVENUE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33604



DR BRANDT HENNINGSEN

SWIM PROGRAM

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT

7601 HIGHWAY 301 NORTH

TAMPA FLORIDA 33637

MS MARY HOPPE

PUBLIC INFORMATION COORDINATOR
NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

111 SEVENTH AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FLORIDA 33701

MS SUE LANDRY

ST PETERSBURG TIMES

PO BOX 1i21

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

MR STU MARVIN

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CITY-COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

601 EAST KENNEDY BOULEVARD
TAMPA FL. 33602

DR EDWARD PROFFITT

CENTER FOR MARINE CONSERVATION
BAYFRONT TOWER

ONE BEACH DRIVE SUITE 304

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701

MR CAMERON SHAW REFUGE MANAGER

CHASSAHOWITZKA NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

1502 SE KINGS BAY DRIVE

CRYSTAL RIVER FL 34429

MS JANE URQUHART-DONNELLY

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

8407 LAUREL FAIR CIRCLE

TAMPA FL 33610

MS NANETTE HOLLAND
ENVIROSCRIPT

310 WEST CREST AVENUE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33603

MR JERRY KESSEL

FL DEP ‘
SOUTHWEST DISTRICT OFFICE
3804 COCONUT PALM DRIVE
TAMPA FLORIDA 33619

MR JORDAN LEWIS

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY HEALTH DEPT
PO BOX 5135

TAMPA FLORIDA 33675-5135

MR JACK MERRIAM

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
601 E KENNEDY BLVD 23RD FLOOR
TAMPA FL 33602

\

THOMAS W REESE ESQ

BROOKER CREEK PRESERVATION INC
MANASOTA 88

2951 - 61ST AVENUE SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FL 33712

CAPTAIN RUSS SIRMONS
PO BOX 7773
ST PETERSBURG FL 33704

DR SANDRA VARGO

FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF OCEANOGRAPHY
830 FIRST STREET SOUTH

ST PETERSBURG FL 33701



MR COSTA S VATIKIOTIS PE
CITY MANAGER

CITY OF TARPON SPRINGS

P O BOX 5004

TARPON SPRINGS FL. 34688-5004

MS JAN VORHEES
1419 PLANTATION CIRCLE #2014
PLANT CITY FL 33567

MR MONTE BELOTE

FLORIDA CONSUMER ACTION NETWORK
4100 WEST KENNEDY BOULEVARD #128
TAMPA FL 33609-2243

MR JEFF BUCK
TAMPA BAY PILOTS
P O BOX 381
TAMPA FL 33601

MR WILLIAM B CAREY PRESIDENT
BRA ENVIRONMENTAL INC

3910 US HIGHWAY 301 NORTH #190
TAMPA FL 33619

THOMAS R CUBA PHD
DELTA SEVEN

PO BOX 54697

ST PETERSBURG FL 33739

MR FLOYD L DEFOREST DIRECTOR
HILLSBOROUGH CHAPTER

ORGANIZED FISHERMEN OF FLORIDA
1235 LAKE COMO DRIVE

LUTZ FL 33549

MR WILLIAM J VEON JR

SR STORMWATER MANAGING ENGINEER
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY INFRA PLNG &
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

601 EAST KENNEDY BOULEVARD

TAMPA FL 33602

MS JANET AUSTIN MANAGER

NATURAL RESOURCES PLANNING

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

P O BOX 1110

TAMPA FL, 33601

MR RICHARD BRIGHTMAN
P O BOX 6526
TALLAHASSEE FL 32314

MS HALLIE CALIG
ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATION
CITY OF TAMPA

306 EAST JACKSON STREET
TAMPA FL. 33602

~

MS DAWN CATE

ST PETERSBURG TIMES
CITY DESK

PO BOX 1121

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

MR TOM DAHL

US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

9720 EXECUTIVE CENTER DRIVE #101
ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

MR MICHAEL J ECHEVARRIA

FLORIDA CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
ECHEVARRIA & HELMERS

1201 SWANN AVENUE - OLD HYDE PARK
TAMPA FL 33606



MR BOB ELEK

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
LOWRY PARK ZOO

7530 NORTH BOULEVARD
TAMPA FL. 33604

COMMISSIONER BRUNO FALKENSTEIN
CITY OF ST PETERSBURG BEACH
7701 BOCA CIEGA DRIVE

ST PETERSBURG BEACH FL 33706

MS LEE FOX

PINELLAS SEABIRD
REHABILITATION CENTER

840 THIRD AVENUE SOUTH

TIERRA VERDE FL 33715

MR RICK GORSIKA
CH2M HILL

PO BOX 21647

TAMPA FL. 33622-1647

MR JULIUS HOBBS

TAMPA ELECTRIC COMPANY
PO BOX 111

TAMPA FL 33601-0111

MS DENA GROSS LEAVENGOOD
THE FLORIDA AQUARIUM

300 SOUTH 13TH STREET
TAMPA FLL 33602-5628

MR DON MOORES
2208 RIVERSIDE DRIVE NORTH
CLEARWATER FL 34624

DR ERNEST D ESTEVEZ
SENIOR STAFF SCIENTIST
MOTE MARINE LABORATORY
1600 CITY ISLAND PARK
SARASOTA FL 33577

MR DICK FLETCHER
5534 ATLANTIC AVENUE NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33703

MS JONI R FREEDMAN

FLORIDA REGIONAL MANAGER

THE CEIP FUND INC

4902 EISENHOWER BOULEVARD #217
TAMPA FL 33634

MR BOB HENDERSON PRESIDENT
ENGINEERING ECONOMETRICS
2951 ELYSIUM WAY
CLEARWATER FIL. 34619

A Y

JOHN G HUBBARD ESQ
CITY OF DUNEDIN
595 MAIN STREET
DUNEDIN FIL. 34698

MS CHARLANN MASON
11448 - 72ND TERRACE NORTH
SEMINOLE FL 34642

MR CHARLES R O’NEAL III
SUNCOAST FISHERMAN'S GUIDE
P O BOX 273187

TAMPA FL 33688



N

MR KEITH PATTERSON
GEONEX MARTEL

8950 NINTH STREET NORTH
ST PETERSBURG FL 33702

MR STEVE POWELL
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST
ENVIROPACT CONSULTANTS INC
11300 - 43RD STREET NORTH
CLEARWATER FL 34622

MR JOHN RYAN

LEAGUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS ("LEO")

PO BOX 773

WINTER HAVEN FL 33882-0773

MR JIM SHINHOLSER

PINELLAS COUNTY MOSQUITO CENTRAL 4100
- 118TH AVENUE NORTH

CLEARWATER FL 34622

MR MICHAEL P SMITH

BROWN & CALDWELL

5110 EISENHOWER BOULEVARD #230
TAMPA FL 33634

MR TERRY TOMALIN

ST PETERSBURG TIMES
SPORTS DEPARTMENT

BOX 1121

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

COMMISSIONER EDWIN TURANCHIK

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

P O BOX 1110

TAMPA FL 33601

MS RAYE-PAGE
409 HILLTOP AVENUE
CLEARWATER FL 34615

COMMANDER WILLIAM H RYAN
CLEARWATER POWER SQUADRON INC
1000 CLEVELAND STREET
CLEARWATER FL. 34615-4514

MR FRANK SARGENT
TAMPA TRIBUNE
OUTDOORS SECTION
PO BOX 191

TAMPA FL 33601

MR CRAIG SMITH

WFLA-TV CHANNEL 8

905 EAST JACKSON STREET
TAMPA FL 33602

DR EILEEN SULLIVAN

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

MAIL STATION 240

3900 COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD
TALLAHASSEE FL 32399-3000

MR GARY TOURTELLOTTE

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
5840 WEST CYPRESS STREET SUITE A
TAMPA FL 33607

MR FOREST TURBIVILLE
3137 LAKE ELLEN DRIVE
TAMPA FL 33618



MAJOR JENNA VENERO

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

TAMPA MARINE PATROL DISTRICT 4

5110 GANDY BOULEVARD

TAMPA FL 33611-3036

MR BILL WADSWORTH PE

HDR ENGINEERING

5100 WEST KENNEDY BOULEVARD #225
TAMPA FL. 33609-1806

MS JULIE WESTON

CITY OF ST PETERSBURG
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

PO BOX 2842

ST PETERSBURG FL 33731

MR ALAN WRIGHT PLANNER

THE PLANNING COMMISSION
601 EAST KENNEDY BOULEVARD
TAMPA FL. 33602

MR ROBERT STEINER
PORT DIRECTOR

TAMPA PORT AUTHORITY
PO BOX 2192

TAMPA FL 33601

MR E D SONNY VERGARA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PEACE RIVER MANASOTA WATER SUPPLY
1451 DAM ROAD

BRADENTON FL . 34202

DR ROGER WATKINS
28752 COTTAGEWOOD DRIVE
WESLEY CHAPEL FL 33544

MR MARVIN C WILLIAMS

PAKHOED DRY BULK TERMINALS INC
PO BOX 5049

TAMPA FL 33675

MR HANS ZARBOCK PROGRAM MANAGER
COASTAL ENVIRONMENTAIL INC

9800 FOURTH STREET NORTH SUITE 108
ST PETERSBURG FL 33702



JuL 10 1936

Planning Division
Plan Formulation Branch
Navigation Section

TO ADDRESSEES ON ENCLOSED LIST

The notice with a Draft Feasibility Report and
Environmental Assessment (EA)on the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers' navigation study for the Tampa Harbor - Big Bend
Channel indicated a planned public meeting without a time
and date. Arrangements are now in place for an informal
meeting to take place on July 29, 1996, at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting will be in the Board Room of the Tampa Port
Authority, located at 811 Wynkoop Road in Building Number 24

on the 2nd floor.

As stated in the previous notice, the draft report and
EA findings are for your review and comment before
preparation of a final report. If you wish to make your
comments known at the meeting, an opportunity will be
provided for you to speak. Anyone‘desiring to provide
written comments at that time may also do so.

Sincerely

A. J. Salem
Chief, Planning Division



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Jacksonville
..Draft Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment
Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Channel
July 29, 1996 7:00 PM
Tampa Port Authority Board Room
811 Wynkoop Road Tampa, Florida 33605
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Sandra B. Mortham
of State
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
R.A. Gray Building -
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Director’s Office Telecopier Number (FAX)
(904) 488-1480 (904) 488-3353

August 7, 1996
Mr. A_J. Salem, Chief In Reply Refer To:
Planning Division, Environmental Resources Brance Frank J. Keel
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers Historic Preservation Planner
P.0. Box 4970 (904) 487-2333
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 Project File No. 962728

RE: Draft Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment
Navigation Study for Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Channel - 10128
Hillsborough County, Florida

Dear Mr. Salem:

A S

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part 800 ("Protection of Historic
Properties™), we have reviewed the referenced project(s) for possible impact to archaeological and
historical sites or properties listed, or eligjble for listing, in the National Register of Historic
Places. The authority for this procedure is the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public
Law 89-665), as amended.

A review of the Florida Site File indicates that no significant archaeological or historical sites are
recorded for or likely to be present within the project area. Furthermore, because of the project
location and/or nature it is unlikely that any such sites will be affected. Therefore, it is the opinion
of this office that the proposed project will have no effect on historic properties listed, or eligible
for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places.

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your
interest in protecting Florida's hist6ric properties is appreciated.

Sincerely, |

George W. Percy, Director

Division of Historical Resources
and

State Historic Preservation Officer
GWP/Kfk

Archaeological Research Florida Folklife Programs Historic Preservation Museum of Florida History
(904) 487-2299 (904) 397-2192 (904) 487-2333 (904) 488-1484



9455 Koger Boulevard

St. Petersburg, FL 337022491
(813) 577-5151/Tampa 224-9380
Suncom 586-3217

Officers

Chairman
Commissioner
John Gause

Vice-Chairman
Councilman
Armand “Sandy” Burke

Secretary/Treasurer
Commissioner
Steven M. Seibert

Executive Director
Julia E. Greene

August 1, 1996

A.J. Salem, Chief

Planning Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Salem:

Re:  Draft Feasivility” Report_. and Enviroumental Assessment on ihe
Navigation Study for the Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channel

The above-referenced document has been received by the staff of the Tampa Bay
Regional Planning Council and its Agency on Bay Management. Please be
advised that the Council will submit its comments and recommendations
following the receipt of additional information which is currently scheduled to
occur on September 12, 1996. Mr Tim Murphy of the Jacksonville District staff
is scheduled to make a presentation to the Council’s Agency on Bay Management
on that date.

Draft comments from TBRPC staff will be sent as soon as possible after that
informational meeting.

Thank you for inviting the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council to review the
draft document. The maintenance of our shipping facilities is vital to the
economy of the Tampa Bay region, just as protection of our estuarine resources
is crucial to the environmental health of Tampa Bay.

Please-call Ms. Sheila-Benz, or Mr. John Mcj,’cr-,f!_"';,-RPC.stafE, if you have any
questions or need further assistance. ’ :

Sincerel
Julia E. Greene
Executive Director

cc: Commissioner Steve Seibert

THE REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL is recognized as Florida's only multipurpose regional entity that is in a position to pian for and
coordinate intergovernmental solutions to growth-related problems on greater-than-local issues, provide technical assistance to local

governments, and meet other needs of the communities in each region.

... F.S. 186.502(4)1



-

-

et
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEE m
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

July 23, 1996

Colonel Terry Rice

District Engineer, Jacksonville District
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Dear Colonel Rice:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the Draft
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment (EA), dated June
28, 1996, for the proposed widening and deepening of the Tampa
Harbor Big Bend Channel in Hillsborough County, Florida. The
selected plan calls for widening the channel from 200 to 250 feet
and deepening the channel from 34 to 41 feet. The dredged material
would initially be placed into disposal island 3D then, after fine
sediments have been separated, the material will be removed from
island 3D and placed in deep borrow holes off Whiskey Stump Key.
The restoration of bottom elevations surrounding Whiskey Stump Key
is anticipated to increase habitat value and improve water quality
of the area that currently exhibits low dissolved oxygen levels.
Potential effects, of the selected plan, on living marine resources
are adequately addressed in the EA and the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act Report (FWCAR). Additionally, the selected plan
is consistent with comments and recommendations made by the NMFS
during our review of the FWCAR. Therefore, we have no other
comments to offer at this time.

Please direct related comments or questions to Mr. David N. Dale of
our St. Petersburg Area Office. He may be contacted at 813/570-
5317.

Sincerely,

Gt Mggems

&L Andreas Mager, Jr.
Assistant Regional Director
Habitat Conservation Division

@ Printed on Recycled Paper



cc:
Mr. A. J. Salem

Chief, Planning Division

Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
Planing Division, Environmental Branch
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

F/SE02
F/SE023-St Pete



Clearwater Powen Sguadnon, Tuc.

A UNIT OF UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS
SAIL AND POWER BOATING
1000 Cleveland St. « Clearwater, FL 34615 - 4514
(813) 441 - 8775

15 July 1996

Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Attn: A. J. Salem, Chief
Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Dear Sir,

We are in receipt of your proposal for the improvement of Big
Bend Navigation Channel. We are unable to note any serious
environmental problems resulting from this small amount of
dredging in Tampa Bay.

The Clearwater Power Squadron is very active in the Co-operative
Charting program of the N.O.A., and can be much more of a help
to you in the waterways of the West Coast from Ancelote Kay

to Egemont Key.

Sincerely,
M-E-M =

William H. Ryan, A
Past Commander
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“’O U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

¢ %,
-f . + 3 SOUTHEAST/CARIBEEAN .
3 l | & Richard B. Russell Federal Building
%, @q* 75 Spring Street, S.W.

v peve Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3388

July 10, 1996

Mr. A. J. Salem, Chief, Planning Division
US Army Corps of Engineers

P.0. Box 4970

Jacksonville, F1 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Salem:

This refers to your memorandum dated June 28,1996, transmitting
the Draft Feasibility Report and Draft Environmental Impact
Statement [DEIS] for the Tampa Harbor Navigation Study - Big Bend

Channel - 10128 in Florida.

Our review indicates there will be no significant adverse impact
on any HUD programs as a result of this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on your
proposed project. .

Sincerely,

‘

Thomas A. Ficht
Supervisory Environmental Officer
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g UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
£ REGION 4

345 COURTLAND STREET, N.E.
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30365

K12 1909

Colonel Terry B. Rice

District Engineer, Jacksonville
P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, FL 32232

ATTN: Mr. A.J. Salem, Planhing Division

Subject: Environmental Assessment (EA) on the Tampa Harbor-Big
Bend Channel Navigation Study, Hillsborough County, FL

Colonel Rice:

Pursuant to Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, EPA, Region 4
has reviewed the subject document which examines the consequences
of upgrading the navigation capacities/capabilities at the Big Bend
Port facility, viz., deepening the access channel/turning basin to
41 feet plus 2 feet of advance maintenance. The proposed measures
would generate 2.7 million cubic yards of new work material which
will be placed at the existing disposal area (CMDA-3D) and/or to
expand Sunken Island or f£ill some dredged areas near Whiskey Stump
Key. ‘ A

The proposal‘s environmental ramifications appear relatively
straight forward and the mitigation should compensate, at least in
part, for the significant alterations/adverse environmental
consequences attendant to historic actions associated with overall
port development. Further, we believe that the noted best
management measures which will be implemented during construction
and any necessary-changes directed by subsequent monitoring should
lessen short-term adverse effects to acceptable levels. The
environmental features of this proposal appear excellent and should
establish a precedent for any future development actions in Tampa

Bay.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action. If
we can be of further assistance in this matter, Dr. Gerald Miller
(404-347-3555 VM 6853) will serve as initial point of contact.

Sincerely, :

Sz Wl

Heinz J. Mueller, Chief
Environmental Policy Section



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND COMPLIANCE
Richard B. Russell Federal Building
75 Spring Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

August 22, 1996

"ER-96/448

-District Engineer
Jacksonville District

US Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Sir:

The Department of the Interior has reviewed the draft Feasibility
Report, FONSI, and Environmental Assessment for the Tampa Harbor-
Big Bend Channel expansion project Hillsborough County, Florida.
It was prepared to describe a proposed dredge expansion of the
shipping and berthing areas of the Big Bend area, and accompanying
dredge disposal areas. ' :

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) submitted a Coordination
Act Report for this project in February 1994, addressing the
environmental conditions of the work area and proposed disposal
sites. The report made recommendatiors regarding each spoil site,
as well as construction time frames to avoid impact to nesting
shorebirds and manatees.

The Corps determined this project would have “no effect” on the
West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus). The Service disagreed,
and determined the project would “adversely affect” the manatee.
A biological opinion was prepared. conservation recommendations
were provided tc reduce the potential impact to manatees.. Those
recommendations consisted of implementation of the standard manatee
construction conditions, and a request that no dredging occur
during the winter period (November 15 through March 31).

In the Draft Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment, an
analysis and description of dredge alternatives and accompanying
disposal sites were included for review.

The Corps stated in the FONSI that the standard manatee
construction precautions will be followed, but it will not be
possible to restrict dredging during the winter months for the
following reasons:

1. No manatee mortality has ever been recorded for dredging
(Manatee Recovery Plan).



2. The standard manatee protection conditions will be implemented
during construction.

3. There is no food source or warm water outfall to attract
manatees to the construction areas.

4. A bulkhead separates Big Bend Port from the power plant (TECO)
where manatees congregate.

The Service is concerned the project, even with the manatee
safeguards, may have an adverse affect on the manatee. While no
manatee mortality has occurred as a direct result from a dredge, it
has been documented that associated crew boat traffic has caused
injury or death. :

Regarding the lack of “attractants” to the immediate area, ' the
Service has recent information which indicates sea grass beds exist
in . the immediate vicinity of the proposed dredge site. The
“Kitchen” area, which lies to the immediate north of the inner
channel, Adamsville peninsula, Fishook Island, and the spoil island
across from the Big Bend power plant all have documented sea grass
beds. Manatees have been observed in the turning basin, and three
percent of all winter sightings in the area document manatee travel .
northward to the Alafia River, Port Sutton, and the Hillsborough
River. The latter three locations are directly in the project work
area. We believe these areas serve as attractants to manatees, and
the animals travel either north towards the Kitchen, or southward
into the inner channel.

The bulkhead discussed in the FONSI forms the western boundary of
the individual berthing area and is known as the inner channel. A
Service biologist visited the site, and agrees this should prevent
manatees from gaining entrance from outside areas during
construction. Congregating manatees at the TECO outfall should not
be affected. However, the possibility remains that manatees may
venture inside the entrance to the berthing channels on the north
side. There have been documented sightings at the mouth of the
northern most <channsl, and northwest - of the- TECO. channel,
meandering 200 yards from an operational dredge. ' '

Other areas proposed for dredging include the entrance channel and
the main shipping channel. Manatee safety concerns are also
important in these areas due to a lack of confinement structures,
and a documented history of use as a travel corridor. Florida
Marine Research Institute has provided aerial survey information
which indicates that manatees frequent both the TECO outfall area
as well as the Bartow Power Plant located on the north side of
Weedon Island in St. Petersburg. Data suggests the animals travel
from the TECO outfall, west along the spoil islands (adjacent to
the proposed dredge site), along Gadsden Point, and across 0Old
Tampa Bay to Weedon Island. Apparently, this is a frequent



»

occurrence. The project, as proposed, requires dredging in this
area.

The Service believes the manatee may be adversely affected, and we
request that the Corps reconsider their decision to dredge in the
winter months (November 15-March 31). The project site is adjacent
to a state-designated winter manatee sanctuary, and serves as a
travel corridor to one hundred plus manatees at any one time during

cold weather.

An alternative is to time the project so that the inner channel is
dredged outside of the manatee season, and then move into the open
water areas at the beginning of the winter period. This would
reduce the potential impact to manatees. If this is not possible,
we request a trained biologist, to be approved by the Service, be
available to ‘observe for manatees during the winter months. The
Service also requests that all service boats used in the work area
be fitted with propeller guards.

The Service agrees with the use of Disposal Island 3-D, Alternative
Plan C-4 (Sunken Island Disposal) or Plan C-3 (Whiskey Stump Key)
for disposal of dredge materials. We suggest that the dikes at 3-D
be rebuilt, and that any remaining spoil be put to beneficial uses, -
such as those at C-3 and C-4. We recommend that disposal occur
outside of the shorebird nesting season (April 1 - September 1),
and that the management plan as described in the CAR be followed.
We also recommend that any nourishment done at sites C-3 or C-4
avoid impacting sea grass beds. If impacts are unavoidable, the
Corps should develop a mitigation plan. The standard manatee
construction precautions also apply feor the disposal sites.

The Department appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on
these documents and hopes these comments are useful in your

deliberations.

Sincerely yours,

A o

James H. Lee
Regional Environmental Officer
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Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Mr. James Lee

Regional Environmental Officer
U.S. Department of Interior

75 Spring Street, SW.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Lee:

We have reviewed your comments on the Feasibility Report
 for the Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Navigation Channel dated
August 22, 1996.

Regarding the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' (Corps)
determination that there would be "no effects" on manatees,
there has been an informal agreement with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) offices in Florida that if we
incorporate standard conditions adopted by the State of
Florida and the FWS, then the FWS would concur with the "no
effects" determination. This was done so the FWS would not
have to prepare a Biological Opinion on all the maintenance
dredging actions that occur in this District which would
essentially have the same Terms and Conditions as the
adopted standard conditions. If this approach is no longer
appropriate, please let us know.

The Big Bend project is located adjacent to a migratory
bird rookery managed by the National Audubon Society. The
dredged material management area CMDA-3D which will also be
used for the project is also used by migratory birds for
nesting. The District has developed and implemented a
Migratory Bird Protection Policy in conjunction with the FWS
and the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission. The
potential impacts on migratory birds from the dredging and
placement are almost certain. Therefore, we plan to avoid
construction during this valuable nesting period (1 2April -
31 August). . .-

Since the inception of this project, the FWS has been
involved in the identification and development of
alternatives. During the preparation of the Coordination
Act Report, the FWS also included the Biological Opinion in
response to our "no effects" determination. Included in
that were the Conservation Recommendations, listed by your
office. No special conditions were included in the Terms
and Conditions of the Incidental Take statement.



We have considered the two recommendations presented in
your letter of August 22, 1996, and have adopted the
standard Manatee protection conditions. However, we
disagree with the second recommendation for a construction
window for Manatees for the following reasons:

a. No mortalities have ever been recorded from
maintenance dredging in general (Manatee Recovery Plan).
According to Corps' records, we have never taken, injured,
or harmed a manatee either by the dredging equipment or by
auxiliary vessels. This is due to the Corps totally
embracing the standard manatee conditions which includes
making the contractors aware of the legal and contractual
requirements. We have inspectors at each of our sites to
insure compliance with these conditions. We do not see how
mortalities could occur from the dredging operation if the
equipment is shut down in the presence of manatees. The
auxiliary vessels operate less frequently than recreational
vessels in the area and under more constraints, therefore,
even if the dredging is occurring in a populated area we
believe that based on our proven record and current
operating conditions that mortalities would not occur.

b. The project area is segregated from the TECO power
plant's warm water outfall. During our most recent visit to
the project area on August 9, 1996, with FWS Biologist
Ms. Debra Manz, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection Biologist, Mr. Allen Burdett, and Tampa Bay
Audubon Society Area Manager, Mr. ‘Rich Paul, we examined the
TECO outfall and project turning basin. We observed a pile
bulkhead segregating the warm water outfall area from the
turning basin. This bulkhead is connected to an island that
lies adjacent to the project navigation channel.

Cc. We also entered the turning basin area and looked
for seagrass beds. None were found. No seagrass beds are
located within the project area. We do agree that other
sSeagrass beds are located north of the project area but
during the winter months, manatees would likely stay
congregated at the outfall. If they do wander, the incident
of contact is minimized by the island and bulkhead barrier.
The alternative you present us appears to increase impacts
to manatees based on the information rather than reduce
them. If we dredge the inner channel (that area which is
most segregated from the manatees during the winter months),
then, when we would be conducting dredging in the outer
channel during the warmer times of the year, manatees would
be more likely to be wondering into our area.

d. The manatee window would significantly limit our
ability to construct the project. If we tried to implement
both dredging windows, there would not be enough
construction time. We have weighed the impacts to migratory



bird nesting versus impacts to manatees. We believe that
impacts of working during the migratory bird nesting season
(April 1 through August 31) are almost certain and are of
more concern than the undocumented and unlikely impacts on
Manatees even during the “winter period" (November 15
through March 31).

Your comments stated that if these recommendations were
not possible, that additional conditions be implemented
during construction to protect manatees which included a
FWS-approved observer be onboard during the November-March
31 timeframe and that all service boats be fitted with
propeller guards. We have agreed to implement these
conditions.

Thank you for your comments and assisting the Corps in
the evaluation of this project. If you have any questions,
Mr. Bill Fonferek is the technical manager for this action.

His telephone number is 904 232-2803.

Sincerely,

George M. Strain
Acting Chief, Planning Division
Copy furnished:

David Hankla, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and wWildlife
Service, 6620ASouthpoint Boulevard, Jacksonville Florida

32216

Ms. Debra Manz, US Fish and Wildlife Service, McDill AFB,
PO Box 19247, Tampa, Florida 33686-9247

% Fonferek/CESAJ-PD-ER/2803/1jd )2(

ugger /CESAJ-PD-E

word:group/pde/usfws.ltr



STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT * HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ¢ RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

JAMES F. MURLEY

LAWTON CHILES
: August 29, 1996 Secretary

Governor

Mr. Bill Fonferek

Department of the Army ,
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

RE: U.S. Department of Defense - Navigation Projects - Draft
Navigation Study for Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Channel -
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment
SAI: FLS607180575C

Dear Mr. Fonferek:

The Florida State Clearinghouse has received your notification of
the above-described project, and has forwarded it to the appropriate
state agencies for review. In order to receive comments from all
agencies, an additional fifteen days is r®quested for completion of _
the review. Therefore, the clearance letter due date for this project
will be extended from September 2, 1996, to September 17, 1996. 1If
all comments are received prior to the extended date, every effort
will be made to forward the clearance letter to you at an earlier

date.

Thank you for your understanding. If you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Keri Akers, Clearinghouse
Coordinator, at (904) 922-5438.

Sincerely,

Lol t
(fj%ﬁzzz/;Z?‘féﬁ%?z;x
Ralph Cantral, Executive Director
Florida Coastal Management Program

RC/cc

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD o TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100

FLORIDA KEYS AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN SOUTH FLORIDA RECOVERY OFFICE GREEN SWAMP AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN
FIELD OFFICE P.0. Box 4022 FIELD OFFICE

2796 Overseas Highway, Suite 212 8600 N.W. 36th Street 155 East Summertin
Marathon, Florida 33050-2227 Miami, Florida 33159-4022 Bartow, Florida 33830-4641
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CITY OF TAMPA

Department of Sanitary Sewers

Howard F. Curren
Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant

August 21, 1996

Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Planning Division

Environmental Branch

Attention: A.J. Salem, Chief, Planning Division

Dear AJ. Salem:

After reviewing Navigation Study For Tampa Harbor- Big Bend Channel-] 0128 Feasibility
Report and Envzronmental Assessment draﬁ several issues in the draft whlch are of concern are
presented. : :

1. Please note that thskey Stump Key is between the' ex:stmg barrow pits (dredged holes)
and not to the east as mdxcated in Figure 10 (p 53)

2. Regarding Beneﬁcnal Use Plans of dredge matenal dlsposal in the barrow pits around thskey
Stump Key (p.54, paragraph 2), the possible supplementatlon of fines for suitable material and
then capping with a minimum of one foot (or up to 3 to 6 feet) of suitable material is of concern.
It should be demonstrated the suitable material would not dlsplace the already accumulated or
supplemented fines over the short and/or long term penod

3. Section 3.3.2, paragraph bon page EA-10 of the Enwronmental Assessment draft states that no
seagrasses are located near the Big Bend Channel. In 1995, the: City of Tampa, Bay Study Group
documented Halodule wrightii (shoalgrass) on the northern and western shore of Adamsville
peninsula (the peninsula north of East Channel and east of the turning basin). In addition, the
eastern emergent spoil island now contains shoalgrass on the northern and eastern flats as well as
the coverage described on page 4 (Open Water Spoil Sites) of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act Report. Also, sparse shoalgrass is present in a narrow channel between the shoal area just
west of the Inner Channel and the spoil island located on the north side of the discharge channel
for Tampa Electric’s Big Bend power generating station.

4. Section 4.3.2, paragraph b on page EA-14. Refer to item 3 of this correspondence.

5. Section 4.4.2, paragraph b on page EA-15. Refer to item 3 of this correspondence. Also, there are
numerous patches of shoalgrass located on the south side of Sunken Island, beginning midway
N along the island and extending east to near the tip of the island.

2700 Maritime Boulevard » Tampa, Florida 33605 ¢ 813/247-3451 ¢ Fax: 813/248-5269



- Section 4.5.2, paragraph b on page EA-17. Refer to item 3 of this correspondence. Also, there is
considerable shoalgrass coverage on the east side of Whiskey Stump Key and in the embayment
known as The Kitchen. Patchy shoalgrass exists on the northern and western flats of Whiskey
Stump Key.

. Section V. (Fish and Wildlife Observations) on page 3 of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
Report (Exhibit IT) states that a seagrass study performed by the Southwest Florida Water
Management District reported no seagrass in this section of Tampa Bay. Please cite this
reference.

. Page 404-5 of the Section 404(b)(1) Evaluations in Exhibit VL, line (d) states that no vegetated
shallows would be affected on Sunken Island. Figure 10 (p-53) indicates that shoalgrass on the
southern flats, midway along the island, may be impacted.

. Page 404-5 of the Section 404(b)(1) Evaluations in Exhibit VL line (d) states that no vegetated
shallows would be affected on Whiskey Stump Key. Please see item 5 of this correspondence.

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of our 1996 annual report to the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection. Upon review of this document, you will see that the southeastern
portion of Hillsborough Bay is recovering from years of environmental pressure and presently
contains nearly two thirds of the 30 hectares of shoalgrass found Hillsborough Bay. If you
proceed with your project, please consider the concerns discussed here. If your department
requires any additional information or assistance, feel free to call me at (813) 247-3451.

Sincerely,

P 1
oger Johansson

Chief Biologist
City of Tampa, Bay Study Group

cc. Rich Paul
Enclosure



September 10, 1996

Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Ms. Keri Akers

Florida State Clearinghouse
Department of Community Affairs
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100

Dear Ms. Akers:

This is to confirm our agreement with the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) regarding the special condition we
will implement on the Tampa Harbor - Big Bend project
(FL9607180575C) in order to protect manatees.

on September 9, 1996, we had a telephone conversation with
representatives of DEP and your office to discuss conditions
proposed by DEP (Encl 1). After review of these conditions, we
requested a modification to Condition No. 5 (encl 2). On
September 10, 1996, we had a second conversation with
representatives of both State offices to discuss this
modification (encl 3). As a result of this conversation, we have
reached a determination that the modification to Condition No. 5
as well as the other conditions will be incorporated into the

project.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
the above address. If there is anything we can do to expedite
your comments, let us know as completion of our report and
submittal to a higher authority is one of the Districts top
priorities.

Sincerely,

George M. Strain
Acting Chief,
Planning Division

Enclosures

Copy Furnished (w/enclosures):

Ms. Mary Duncan, Office of Protected Species, Department of
Environmental Protection, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail
Station 245, Tallahassee, Florida 32399

bece:

CESAJ-PD-PN , ;
CESAJ-DP-I N/
Fbriferek /CESAT-PD-ER/2803/1jd 4/
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L:\group\pde\bbend\clear.ltr
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Phone ¢ Phono #
Fax & Fax 4

DATE: September 9, 1996

TO: Lindy Broz
Office of Intergovernmental Programs

FROM: Mary Duncan Environmental Specialist
Protected Species Management
Division of Marine Resources

SUBJECT: Manatee impact Review; SAl #96-0575C:
Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channel deepening and widening project

This correspondence is a revision of my August 28, 1996 comments by electronic mail,
and the subsequent response to those comments by the Army Corps of Engineers. As
per our conference telephone call today, there is an outstanding issue with the
recommendation to-prohibit dredging at night during "manatee season" near the Port.
Due to a conflict between bird nesting season and the amount of time needed to

— perform the activity, the Corps requested that we reevaluate the need for this
prohibition. The recommendation of no work during the winter season is unacceptable

to the Corps. .

It appears that the use of a hydraulic, pipeline dredge with a cutterhead is the method
of choice for cost estimating purposes, according to page EA-4 of the submittal. Due to
the depth of the dredge (34 - 41 feet), the fact that is does not continually move through
the water column, and does not require frequent bargeftugboat trips, it is our opinion
that this is the method of choice for offsetting potential impacts to manatees. With this
type of dredge, the remaining potential impacts are from anciliary vessels associated
with work crews and equipment. There is, however, a requirement for the Corps to bid
out the project to all types of equipment, including clamshell dredges. Because this
type of dredge moves up and down through the water column to remove material, the
potential for encountering a manatee increases. It is probable that manatee observers
would be able to offset this potential impact by halting work in the event a manatee
travels in the immediate vicinity of a clamshell dredge operation. The limitation with
manatee observers, however, is the inability to spot manatees at night. Even under the
best circumstances during the daytime it is possible to miss animals that are present
since they only surface for a few seconds to breathe. ’

The potential to adversely impact manatees varies widely depending on the type of

equipment used. Accordingly, we would like to revise our comments to request the
following recommendations.

F= NI
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Lindy Broz
September 9, 1996
Page 2

We do not object to this project if the following conservation measures are incorporated
into any authorization:

1) The standard manatee protection construction conditions are followed for all in-water
construction, including transfer of spoil by bargeftugboat: and

2) All vessels associated with the project install and maintain propeller guards;

3) All vessels associated with the project travel at idle speed while traversing to, in and
from the project site;

4) If clamshell-type dredges are used for the project between November 15 and March
31, no in-water work shall occur after sunset. Experienced, dedicated manatee
observers shall be used during all daytime in-water work. Manatee observers must
also be pre-approved by the Bureauy of Protected Species Management;

S) Work may be haited immediately upon the request of a representative of the

. Department should, as a result of this project, any person, at any time, by any means or
in any manner, intentionally or negligently, annoy, molest, harass, or disturb any

manatee. :

These measures are considered necessary in order for this project to not significantly
affect the conservation of wildlife. The conclusion of this opinion is based on
information available during review. If new information reveals impacts to protected
species and/or their habitat that is not considered in this opinion, this biological opinion

may be revised. Please do not hesitate to call me at (904) 922-4330 i you have any
questions.

Lindy Broz
September 9, 1996
Page 3 S



Lindy and Mary,

Letter looks great. Reviewed by Bill Fonferek, Ken Dugger, Bo Smith, and George
Strain. Request one modification. '

Please change the language in measure number 5 to read “Work shall be halted and
reconsultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be initiated should, as a
result of this project, any person, at any time, by any means or in any manner,
intentionally or negligently, annoy, molest, harass, or disturb any manatee.”

No incidental take is allowed for the manatee so the Biological Opinion from the F&WS
states that we will stop work and reconsult if we “take” a manatee. Standard manatee
protection criteria will be followed and include contacting the Florida Marine Patrol
“Manatee Hotline” and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We will add the contact of
your choice to our standard criteria for this project. Just let me know who to add and the

phone number.

My phone number is 904-232-3847. Do not hesitate to call with any questions concerning
this or any other matter. Thanks for the timely response.

Thanks again,
Tim

P=2 \Wa¥
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CONVERSATION RECORD 000 | 10 Sepember 135

TYPE ROUTING
gwvisT 00 CONFERENCE O TELEPHONE

O INCOMING NAME/SYMBOL
] OUTGOING INITIALS

Locstion of Visit/Conference:

NAME OF PERSON(S) CONTACTED ORGANIZATION (Office, dept., bureau, TELEPHONE NO: ( 904 )

OR IN CONTACT WITH YOU efc.) 921-6433

Mike Sole DEP and State

Susan Goggin Clearinghouse

SUBJECT

Comments on Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Feasibility Report

SUMMARY
DEP and Clearinghouse requested a phone conference on their comments on

the report. We received a faxed copy of their draft comments on 9-9-96.

Mr. Tim Murphy requested a modification to Condition No. 5. Based on

that request, the State asked to discuss this condition by conference

call. We discussed the condition and agreed to the following: "Work

shall be halted and reconsultation with.the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service and the Department of Environmental Protection will be initiated

should........ manatee.". We will also add Mary Duncan to

the list of people to contact should a taking occur. The Clearinghouse

requested this office confirm our agreement to the conditions that were

discussed in our telephone conversations and faxed to us.

ACTION REQUIRED
Prepare letter to State.

NAME OF PERSON DOCUMENTING CONVERSATION
William J. Fonferek

ACTION TAKEN

TITLE
Biologist

50271-101 %U.S. GPO: 1989-241-175/90074 CONVERSATION RECORD OPTIONAL FORM 271 (12-76)

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ENcL R
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STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT » HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ¢ RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

LAWTON CHILES ' JAMES F, MURLEY
Governor Secretary

September 13, 19%6

Mr. A, J. Salem
Jacksonville District

Army Corps of Engineers

Post Office RBox 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

RE: Navigation Study for Tampa Harbor - Big Bend Channel - Draft
Feasibility Report and Environmental Assesgment -
Hillsborough County, Florida
SAI: FL9607180575C

Dear Mr. Salem:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential.
Executive Order 12372, Gubernatorial Executive Order 95-359, the -
Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1451-1464, as amended, and
the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.8.C. §§ 4321, 4331-4335,
4341-4347, as amended, has coordinated a review of the above-referenced

project,

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) indicates large
numbers of endangered manatees are present in the project area. The
DBEP notes that the project, as initially proposed in the above-
referenced document, is unacceptable because of the likelihood of
adverse impacts to manatees, However, the Corps of Engineers (Corps)
has agreed to modify the proposed project to incorporate the measures
recommended by the DEP, as outlined in the enclosed comments. 1In
addition, the use of a hydraulic dredge instead of a clamshell type
dredge is recommended in order to minimize the risk of injury to
protected wildlife. All precautions should be taken to avoid impacts
to shallow bottoms and areas with submerged aquatic vegetation and to
minimize turbidity levels around the dredge site.

The project will require an Environmental Resource Permit prior to
the start of construction. BRecause the proposed widening of the
channel may result in impacts to water quality within waters of the
state, a variance to the permit may be required. 1In addition, details

2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399.2100

FLORIDA KEYS AREA OF CRITICAL STATC CONCERN SOUTH FLORIDA RECOVERY OFFICE © GREEN SWAMP AREA OF CRITICAL STATC CONCERN
FIELD OFF1CE P.O. Box 4022 FIELD OFFICE
1756 Overseas Highway, Suite 212 8600 N.W, 36th Street 155 East Summaria
Mararhon, Florida 33050.2227 C#est M43, meeoa comn
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Mr. A, J, Salem
September 13, 1994
Page Two

of the dredging methodology, disposal operations, sediment analysis ang
assessment of potential beneficial uses of the dredged material should
be provided to the DEP. Parly coordination with the DEp may help to

eliminate problems in the permitting process.

The DEP indicates that the project, as modified by the conditions
stated in the Corps’ enclosed letter of September 10, 1996, ig
consistent with itg Florida Coastal Management Program (FcMp)
authorities, A1) future changes to the proposed Project will be
reviewed by the DEp for potential impacts to brotected species ang
their habitat, Please refer to the enclosed DEP commentg.

recommends additional analysis of the filling of holes and restoration
proposed fqr the Whiskey Stump Key area, The Corps is advised to
contact the City of Tampa regarding the most current seagrassg
information, Please refer to the enclosed SWFWMD comments,

. The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission (GFWFC) indicates that
several listeqd species occur in the project area. Therefore, measures
are recommended for protection of shorebirds, colonial nesting birds,
Seéagrass beds and other significant resources. Please refer to the
enclosed GFWFC comments for the specific recommendations.

with all conditions included in the Corps’ September 10, 1996 letter,
the state has determined that, at this stage, the above-referenceqd
pProject is congistent with the Florida Coastal Management Program
(BCMP) . A1l subsequent environmental documents Prepared for this
project must be reviewed to determine the project's continued
consistency with the FCMP. The state's continued concurrence with the
project will be based, in part, on the adequate resolution of jissyes
identified during this and subsequent reviews.

Sincerely,

mes F. Murley
Secretary

JFM/rk

Enclosures

C€c: Lynn Griffin, Department of Environmental Protection
Trisha Neasman, Southwest Florida Water Management District
Bradley Hartman, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
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' Mr. Keri Akers
August 1, 1996
Page 3

Mr. Jeremy Craft, Director

Division of Environmental Permitting
Department of Environmental Protection
Twin Towers Office Building

2600 Blair Stone Road

Tallahassee, Fiorida 32399-2400

Tampa Port Authority
P.O. Box 2192

811 Wyncoop Road
Tampa, Florida 33601
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FLORIDA GAME AND FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION
FULIEX. MORRIS  QUINTON L. HEDGEPETH, DDS MRS, GILBERT W, HUMPHREY THOMAS B.KIBLER  JOE BRUNER '
Sarasota Miami Miccosukee Lakeland Destin i
ALLAN L, EGBERT, Ph.D,, Executve Director OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 28
VICTOR J, HELLER, Assistans Exccusive Director BRADLEY I, HARTMAN, Directot
August 1, 1996 Tallshassee, 11;2399-160:;
sucon 27 eget
) 'Q/R Ta 3 Coa® [~ % o . ",:
D E
S| i
Ms. Keri Akers, Coordinator AUG12 1996 }
Florida State Clearinghouse
Department of Community Affairs State | .
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard Of Florida Clearinghoygis
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100
RE:  SAI#FL9607180575C, Hillsborough
~ County, Tampa Harbor-Big Bend
Channel Feasibility Report and
Environmental Assessment

Dear Ms. Akers:

The Office of Environmental Services of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish

Commission has reviewed the referenced document, and offers the following comments and
recommendations.

s The Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channel Feasibility Report and Environmental Assessment is
a feasibility study of proposals to widen the existing entrance 1o the Big Bend Channel from 200
10 250 feet, widen the channel bottom to 200 feet, and increase channel depth to 41 feet.

Economic analyses of project benefits and costs, including potential beneficial uses of dredged
materials, were performed in the evaluation.

Based on our review of projects within the proposed study area and surveys associated
with our regional wildlife habitat planning, the following state-listed species are documented in
the study area: West Indian manatee (endangered), least tern (threatened-T), snowy plover (T),
loggerhead sea turtle (T), reddish egret (species of special concern-SSC), little blue heron (SSC),
tricolored heron (SSC), snowy egret (SSC), white ibis (SSC), black skimmer (SSC), American

oystercatcher (SSC), and brown pelican (SSC). The threatened piping plover may overwinter in
the project area,

-
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Mr, Keri Akers
August 1, 1996
Page 2

In order to protect regionally significant wildlife resources, our December 20, 1990,
. recommendations (attached), concerning protection of shorebird and colonial bird nesting areas,
protection of shoals utilized by listed bird species as resting areas, and protection of seagrass bed
résources, should be addressed. ‘

If you have any questions conceming our comments or recommendations, please contact
me or Mr. Jim Beever at (941) 639-3518,

Sincerely,

BJH/IWB
ENV 1.3-2
Enclosure
bighend2.sai
cc.  Colonel Terry L. Rice
District Engineer
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0012

Ms. Debra Manz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
¢/o U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 19247

Tampa, Florida 33686-9247

Mr. Joe Bacheler

Chief; Tampa Regulatory Field Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 19247

Tampa, Florida 33686-9247
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Southwest Florida

-
Water Management District
2379 Brood! Street » Brooksville, FIOTda 34609-6809 « 1-800-4283-1476 (Fiofida Only) or
(852) 796-7211 » SUNCOM 628-4150 » 1.0.D. Number Only (Florida Only): 1-800-231-6103
7601 Highwoy 301 Nordh 170 Centuy Bowevord 115 Comorat Hghway
Tampa, Roido sawery L, boow Bosdo 33830770 Verion Roida Mmb 21 ﬁmmggmm
n e Oy Enplogs mse&g;w B Rs78 1004527882 o 41 S84 1488 Vo Gy dl2 (352631130
oy 6. Homel, August 23, 1996
. Hoelt, Je,
irmnan, St, Petersbul NN U TN
cmmnm Le(;qvls.lg Ms. Keri Akers ]mﬁ,-ﬁ. @@E?y jiz 1rey
Vo O e ioe | Florida State Clearinghouse jg'.‘\‘ k|
Secretary. Land O' Lokes Department of Community Affairs G
Treaswer Tamea | 2555 Shumard Oak Boutevard AUG 29 1936
Jomes alus ﬁm Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100 . e e
Ramon F. Campo State of Florida Clearinghouse
o m:gngg; Subject: Department of the Army-Draft Navigation Study for Tampa
Lakelond Harbor-Big Bend Channel-10128 Feasibility Report and
RebeccaM. taer Environmental Assessment
o g adomion :
Jomes & Mo SAl#: FL9607180575C
§1. Petersburg '.'
Vighias e | Dear Ms. Akers: ‘
Peter G, Hubbel . sl §
~  Executive Diector The Southwest Florida Water Management District has conducted a consistency

Assstont Excoraik D Fantell evaluation for the referenced project and determined that it is generally
Edword 8. Helvenston consistent with our authorities in the Florida Coastal Management Program.
General Counsel However, the following comments and recommendations are offered.

1) The use of dredged material to fill-in holes in the Whiskey Stump Key
area is mentioned throughout the report. Our position on this matter is
that consideration should be given to filling the holes to various depths to
promote the formation of diverse and complex habitats. Opportunities for
variety in marine species are greatly increased with diversified habitats.

¢ 2) Page 57. Regarding the cost (i.e., $5.2 million) of the restoration in the
Whiskey Key area, we are uncertain whether the environmental benefits
of the proposed initiative are worth the “price tag." We believe that
costs/benefits analyses should be carefully examined for the restoration
project to determine whether it is worthy of such a cost. We also
encourage the applicant to include an examination of the cost/benefit of
filling the holes at various depths (see comment #1) as one of the
alternatives in the decision-making for the project.

3) The report mentions in page EA-10 and several other pages in the
document that there are no seagrasses near the Big Bend Channel.
Additionally, there is the statement “We were aware from a published
seagrass study performed by the Southwest Florida Water Management
District that no seagrass was found in this section of Tampa Bay" in the
portion of the report prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service (see

Fxcellence page 3). Apparently, the District study relied on is not the latest

Througlh
Quality
Service
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Ms. Keri Akers

August 23, 1996
Page Two

Information on this issue because our sources indicate that there are
Seagrasses near the Big Bend Channel, We recommend that the
applicant contact City of Tampa's Roger Johansson (813-247-3451) for
the most current information on Big Bend Channel's Seagrass situation.

The District appreciates the opportunity to participate in the review of this project,
If you have any questions or if | canb

e of further assistance, please contact me
in the District's Planning Department.

Sincerely,

Dk Netsomar_

Trisha Neasman, AICP
Government Planning Coordinator

N
cc: Rand Baidwin, SWFWMD
Brandt Henningsen, SWFWMD-SWIM

<A
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¥u. Xayi Akers ; Fom,
Florida gtate Clearinghouse o ¢
(Y]

e Brox.
Dapartment of Communify Affairs o
o jof-743-53%0

2555 shuward oak Boulsvard
Talliahassee, rlorida 32359«2100

Baay Ns. Akaersi

This is to confirm our agreament iwith the Dapartment of
Environmental protection (DZF) ::cgarqing the speaial condition we
will izmplewent wun tho Tampa Hardor - iBlg Bend projeat
(FLOG07180576C) in order teo protect manatees.

On Soptembor 9, 1996, we had a talephone conversation with
representatives of DEP end your office to dlscuss conditions
propoged by DEP (Encl 1). After review of thege conditiong, we
requested 8 modifivution to condition No. 5 (enci ﬂh on
Septonbay 10, 1996, wa had a second’ gonversation w

r:gresenat:lves of both State officms to disouss this
wodification (encl Si. s & resuld af this conversation, we hava
on

reached a datermination that tha modification to Condition No. &
an well as the other conditjons will be incorporated into tha

projoct.

XIf you have any questions Pleage fosl free to contact me at
the above addrass, If there is anything ve ocan 40 to expedits

our copments, let us know a6 Completion of our report and
gubmittnl to a higher autherity is one or the matgmcs top

prioritiec,
‘ Sincsrely,
- M. Strain
13} Chief
lanning plvision
Enelosuras !

Copy Furnished gv;enoloaufes).: .

Ms. Mary Duncan, offics of Protected Epecies, Department of
Invironmantal Protection, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail

Station 245, Tallahassee, Flerida 32389
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DATE: 8optember 9, 1998

TO: Lindy Brox :
Office of Intergevemmantal Programs

‘ {

FROM:  Mary Duncan Environmentel Spaciajist
Protaciad Spacies Management
Division of Marine Resturces

SUBJECT.  Manaise Impact Review; SAl ¥96-05760;
Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channet ddepening and widening preject

This oomespandence Is « revision of My August.28, 1996 comments by elscironic mail,
and the subsaguent responsa to thoge oSmments p‘y ths Army Gorps of Enginears, As
perour m;rl::? m!;zn:r ::g' today, t;o”n le.an outstanding lmn' 'with the
recommend &) 9 &t night during “manateo season” negr the Port.
Dus to a conflict batween bird nesting goason m&a AMmount of time nesded to
perform the activity, the Corpy requested that we uate the nead for this
prehibition. The recommendation of no work durlng the winter season [s Unacoopiable
\

ta the Corps.

It appears that the vee of & hydrauli, Pipeline dredge with & cuttsrhead Is tha mathed
of cholce far cost estimating purposes, accerding 1o page EA-4 of the submittal. Due to
the dapth of the dradge (84 « 41 fost), the fact that jo dogs et continually move through
the water column, and does not require fraquent b rgefugbont tripe, it s our epinion

Uavels in the immediate vitinity of a clamsheil dredge operation. The limitation with
manatee obsmvers, however, is the inability to spot manatess atnight Even uider the
bes! circimatances during the daytime It Ig possitle to mits animale that are présent

sinas fhay anly surtace for a few seconds lo breatha,

The potential to adversely impact menatees varies-widely depunding on the type of
équipment used, Accardingly, we would {lke to revise our comments to request the

following recommendations.

FNOL |
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Lindy 8roz

Goplembar 0, 1506
Pages 2

Wa da riot object to this Project if thy following. | servalion measures arg Insarporatad
Info any authorteation, i

1) Thi stendard manates protaction Eonstrudtion Gonditions ars followed for all in-wat
Oonuin, Including il of §poil by bargegbont r rater

2) Al vessolo assaciated with (he Project instalf and muintein propelier puards;
MI vaasels MOM with the roject travet atidle spoey Whilo traversing (o, In and
aite; .

4) if clamsheli-{ dredges ate used fyt the Project belween Novermber 15 ang March
81, 00 in-water m shall ocour afier ounset, Experienced, dadicated Mmanateg
obéervars shall bs used during aff daytime inwater Merates obsorvars must
wieo be pre~approved by the Bureay of Prolooted Species Management;

5) Work may bs halted immediately upon the re 001 of @ representative of the .
Id. a8 @ roauit of thig brojeci, mmn. ﬂmm by any means or
in any manner, Intentionally o nogligently, annay, Molast, harass, or distury any

10 en Important Wam water aggreaiion Ar88. The addilional measiiras for &
@ for this projaot 0gould not be mlscgg;tmed a8 requiternantz gr
mpe Bay.

potentlal dredging activities in other Ineations of Ta

These measurss a'p considered necassayy.in bragr for this project tomtcimfﬁcanﬂy
effact the conservation of witditfe. The ®nciusion jof thig I* basad on
Infermation available during roview, If ey information reveals Impacts to protecteg
8pacies and/or thelr habitef that i not eonsidered In this Gpinion, this biojogleat opinion
may be roviead. Plaass do net heslitate 1o oall mo at (904) 0224330 i you have any

Quastions.

. The g%lct praference for the hydraulie dredga.is A resuli of the Projest looation's
d

Lindy Broz
Seplomber 9, 1098
Page 3
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‘FLA. COASTAL MGMT.
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Lindy and Mary,

'wwmm.mmmmrm‘ Keﬁ,: er, Bo Smith, xnd Goo
Strain, Requast one modifisation, ) R . e

FPlease chunge the lmnguags in monsure sumber S to resd “Work shall be halred and
reconsultation with the U.S. Fish and Wikdlife Servico wiil be Snltiated should, as &
result of this project, any pacson, st suy time, by any meaas or in any mamer,
intcationally or negligently, anndy, molest, harass, o disturb any manates,”

No incldents tako Is allowed for the manatee £ the Biological Opinon from the F&WS
siatos thet we will stop work and reconsult if we “také” a menatee. Standard manatee
protection critedix will be followad and inelude contacting the Fiorids Marine Patral
“Munnios Hotline” and the U.S, Fish aad Wildlife Service. We will add the contagt of
your choloo to our standard etiterin for this project. Just let me know who ¢o add and the

phone muttber,

My phono sumber {5 904-232-3847. Do not hssitate £o ¢all with any questions concerning
this or any other matter, Thauks for the timely responise.

—  Thanks again, ,
m 1]

PN

ENee 2
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CONVERSATION RECORD W0 | e 1o
Trre .
DVIET  DCONRRRNCE O vmervone Roumig
Q INCOUNG NAME/gVIMBOL
Lokt of WNConfaroor: 0 oumeoing “ TS
NAKE OF PERIONS) OONTACTED | OROANGATION (Oce. dpt, epnag
ON I CORTAST Wi Yo we) '9";"1"_"?4";, (s04) B
Mike Sole DEP and State _
Susan Goggin Clearinghoune

BUBVECT :
Commonts on Tawmpa Haxrboy - Big Bend Feasibilicy Report
‘ -

SUMMARY
PEP and clearinﬂgouae requasted a phone gonferance op theix gomments on
I - '—M

the report. We yveceived a faxed dopy of their draft cemments on 9~9-9¢.
Mr. Tim Iaquested a odification to Condition No, 5. Based on
that request, the state asked to discuss this condition by conferance

call. We diwcussed the condition and a ed to the following: "Work_
b and Wildlife

- shall de haited angd reconsuli ation with the u.8. Fig
Service and the Department of anizonmentgl Protection will dbe initiated
should..,,,,..manates,’, We will also a4 Mary Duncan to |
M

the list of peopla to contact should a t:ijd.ng ocquz, Tha Clearinghause
the conditions that ware

requested chis office gonfirm our agkeement to
discussed in our telephone conversations and faxed to ug.

ACTION REQUIRED
Prepare latter to State,

NAVE OF PRREON DOCUMENTING CONVENBATION
lli-m 7 von .

AGTION TAKEN

CONVERSATION RECORD g;;t::; ';. !zt;“g;l;l‘!&:ﬂ;?

30272-202 M08y GPO: 150P-RM2-278/0007¢

ENCL %
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Department of
Environmental Protection

Marjory Stoneman Douglas \Boi(ding

Lawron Chlles 3900 Commonwealth-Boulevard Virginia 8, Watherell
Gov . 1 -
e T s
Ms, Kerl Akers
State Clearinghouse
Department of Community Affalrs
2586 Shumerd Osk Bivd. i

Tallahussee, Florida 32398-2100 :

RE: GOE/Navigation Study, Tampa Harbor-Big Bond ChanneUFeasibllity Report and
Environmental Ascessment, Hilisborough County
SAl: FLOBO7180575C

Doar Ms. Akers:

The Department has reviewsd the Draft Feasibliity Report and Environmentat Assessment

(EA) on the U.8. Ammy Corps of Engineers' navigation sjudy fc" the Tampa Harbor-Big Bend

Channel. The project involves despening and widehing the exlstis 3 Blg Bend Channel, including

the entrance channel, turning basin, inner channel and berining atess. Section 2.3.2 of the Draft

. Environmental Assessment and Finding Of No Slonificant impact (FONSI), outlines the Dredging
bl . Plan and the Atternative Disposal Plar C1/G2 (CMDA-3D). it states that Disposa! isiand 30 will
be the primary disposal area for all excavated matsnal and work would be scheduled to avoid

the migratory bird hesting season, 1 April to 31 August.

The Depariment detarmined that dredging in the vicinity of this warm water refuge during
the proposed dredging fime window of 1 September to 31 March Is unacceptable due to the

following reasons:

1.  ‘Thore have been at laast thrae known manatee deaihs assoclated with dredging activitles,
and at least one other death suspected;

2. The stariarg manates construction conditiona alone are not sufficient to sdequately
‘ protect large numbers of manatees 1n a spacific area (see Attachments);

4. While the consiruction site Is not focated direclly in;seagrass beds and near @ warm water
outfall sits, 1t is located Immediately adjacent to areas where large numbers of manaless
wiil be traversing. Manstees, while aggregeting in wam water during colder weather,
frequently disperse info sumounding areas including she construction area and the

bargeftugboat travel corridor;

4, The exisience of the pulkhead af the powar plant may assist in concentrating fhe manatee$
while they are in the canal, but it does not prohibit them from dispersing out during the
warmer parfions of the day, .

5. The presence of 1arge numbers of manatees i the Immediato vicinity of the project sife
(.e., 120 apimals on Janvary 24, 1004) Incresses the probabllity thet work will constantly

need to ceate according 10 the standard protection conditions, Crealing a situation In
which work will be constantly interrupted incrowsas the potential for noncompliance with

pemit conditions; and,

“prosct, Conserve and Menage Florldo's Environment and Noturol Resources”

Printed on recydled papen,
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0. The bargetugboat and/er crew boat traffia, as woll :as some of the types of dredges that
may be used. create disturbances in the immediate vicinlly of a warm water refuge
location for {arge numbers of manatees, The effecis of these disturbances can be difficult
{0 measure and are, therefore, hard 10 mitigate and/or offset. It Is important that manatees
not be scared away or harassod inte leaving warm water for quister, colder waters.

It appears that the use of a hydraulle, pipeline dredge with a cutterhead Is the method of
cholce for cost estimaling purposes, socording 10 page EA'4 of the proposal, Dus to the depth of
the cut (3441 fesn), the fact that the dredge does not continually move through the water
column, and because frequent bargeiughost trips are not required, It Is our opinion that this is
the prefared dredging method for offsatiing ﬁolenﬂal Impacts fo manatees. With this type of
dredge, the remaining potential impacts would be from anacitlary vessels assoclatad with work
crews and equipment, There 15, lowever, a requirement for the Corps to consider all types of
oquipment in the bidding prooess, indluding clamshell dredges. Bascause a clamshell dredge
moves up and down throughout the waler column as It removes materdal, the potential for
encountering & manatee increases. N is probable that manstee observers would be able to offset
this potential impact by halting work in the event & manatee travels in the immediate vieinity of a
clamshelt dredige operation. Manatee observors, howover, are unable to spot manatess at night.
Evon under tho best circumstancas during the daytime, it Is possible to miss animals that are
present sinoa they only surface for & few ssoonds 1o breathe,

The potential for adverse impacts to manatees vardes widely depanding on the type of
equipment used, es well as tho time of year that dradging activities oceur. Based on these
concems, this projact was determined to be potentially inconsistant with the Depatment's
authorities in the Florida Coastal Management Program, specifically Chapter 370,12(2), F.S.. the
“Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act” However, following miineeling with state agencies on these
issues, the Coms apreed to modify its Draft Envirenmental Assessment to include the following

manates protection measures:

1. The standard manatee protection construction conditions &re to be foliowed for all In-water
constrtuction, intiuaing transfer of spoil by bargefugboat;

2. Alt vessels associated with the project will install and maintaln propelier guards;

“ 3. All vessels associated with the project will travel &t idie sposd whils travemsing to, In, and
from the project site; '

4.  If clamshell-typs dredges are used for the project bétween 16 November and 31-Maroh, no
in-water work shall occur after sunset. Experienced] dedicated manaiee observers shall be
used during all gaytime, in-water work. Manatee rvere must glso be preapproved by

the Burvau of Protected Epoocies Managament; and

§,  Work shalt be halted and reconsultation with the U.S. Fish and Widiite Satvice and the
Departrnent of Environmental Protection-will be Initlated should, as a resuit of this project,
&ny person, at any time, by any means or in any manner, Intentionally or negligently, annoy,

molest, or disturb any manatee. .

Use of a hydraulic dredge is preferred bacause of'the projects proximity to an Important
warm water manates agpregation area. The additional measures for a clamshell-typa dradge for
this praject should not be misconstrued as a requirament which may be applied 1o ali dredging
activities in Tampa Bay. These measures are considered nacessary in order {0 ensure that this
project does not significantly affect the conservation of wildlifa, Incorporating these measures as
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special conditions to the permit of other authorization is réquired- to maka the project conslistent
with the dapartment's authorities In the Florida Coastal Management Program. This conelusion
is basad on Information avallable during tho review. If{ new Information reveals impacis 1o
protesiod epecies andfor thelr habitat that was not considered In this review, this biological

oplnion may be revised,
Other Environmental Resource Concerns

‘The proposed Big Bend Channel improvements wilj require an Environmental Resource
Parmit, pursuant to Ch, 373, .8, The mods! simulation studies in the Big Bend Channel Study
Indicate that widening the existing entrance channe! from 200 to 250 fest is necessary; howaver,
the Feasibillty Study recommends that the channe! be widsned from 200° to 300°. The applicant
must demonstrate that proposed impacte have heen minimized. The project would result in the
creation of addttionsal waters of the state which may not bg expected to meet state water quality
standards (le: dissolved oxygen). In this case, a variance’to the permit may be required.

In addition, the report Indlostes that the dradged material will contain & high percentage of
fines (40%-50%). Boring logs Indicated that fines (exceeding the #200 sieve) ranged from
approximataly 5% to over 80%. The applioant must provide the Department with detalls relating

) to dredging methodology and disposal to address water quality concems. The Department may
raquire Information relating to the potential release of contaminants such 85 metals and nutrients

— Into the wator calumn during dredging or disposal operatjons, This may be In the form of bulk
cadiment analysts and elutriate tests of the material to bs dredged. Also, the resulting dreaged

material shoulg be analyzed for potentlal benefictal uses. Quostions conceming the pornmitting

process should be directed 10 Ms. Lauren Milligen at (004) 488-0130, Currontly, tha DEP

Southwest District steff are working with the Tampa Part Authority on spacifics for modifications

to Perralt #201284580/Tampa Port Authority, Rhase I 25:Year Permit. Applicable conditions in

the penmil for the Blg Bend Channel Improvements should conform with methodoiogles and

monltoring requirements spacified in the 29-year permit.

Lastly, tho Department has concems regarding the dredging of any productive shallow
hottoms or aneas with submerped aquatic vegetation due to the cumutative loss of these habitats
in the past, Also, precautions should bs taken to minimize turdidity leveis In waters in and

-« around the dredge site.

We appreciata the opporiunity to revisw the Tampa Harbor-Big Bend Channel Feasibility
Repoit and draft EA, and, based on the modifications fo the project, find it consistent with our
atthoritles in the Flodda Coastal Management Program. Questions regarding our responce
should ba directed to Lindy Broz at (904)487-2231,

Cordially,

Lynn Griffin *
Environmental Administrator
Office of Intergoveramental Programs

LGmb
oo: Ed Conkiln, Marine Resources ]
Deborah Parmish, Office of Intergovemmental Programs

Lauren Miiigan, Environmental Resource Penmitting
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