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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF CDMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NA TIONAL MARINE FISHEFjlI::S SERVICE
Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
(727) 570-5312; FAX (727) 570-5517

F /SER3 :EGH
FEB 2 2 2000

Mr. James C. Duck
Chief, Planning Division
Anny Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019

Dear Mr. Duck:

This responds to your January 6, 2000 notice and request for comments on the widening and
deepening of portions of Miami Harbor, Dade County, Florida. Six alternatives were presented.
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) supports Alternative No.4 because no dredging
is expected with this alternative, since existing depths allow for the continuation of the
authorized depth of 36 feet.

-)

Dredging activities may adversely affect threatened and endangered species under NMFS
purview, notably, sea turtles (which are susceptible to entrainment in hopper dredge dragheads)
and Johnson's seagrass. If an alternative other than Alternative 4 is ultimately selected, the
activity may adversely affect federally-listed species. Consequently, the Corps would be required
to consult with NMFS on the activity pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project and work with the Corps to ensure the
protection of threatened and endangered species under NMFS purview, and to help the Corps
fulfill its mandate under the ESA. Please contact Mr. Eric Hawk at 727/570-5312 if you have
any questions or if we may be of assistance.

Sincerely,

C ~~A_~~ Q .(t)/\ ~~--

Charles A. Oravetz
Assistant Regional Administrator
Protected Resources Division

cc: F/SER4 -A. Mager
F /PR3
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:~;"i'~, STATE OF FLORIDA

DEPARTMENT OF CO,\1MUNiTY AFFAIRS
"Dedicated to making Florida a better place to call home"

STEVEN M. SEIBERT
Secretary

JEB BUSH
Governor

February 23, 2000

Mr. James C. Duck
Department of the Army
Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Attn:

Planning Division
Environmental Coordination Section

Department of the Army -District Corps of Engineers -
Notice of Intent -Study of Feasibility of Widening and
Deepening Portions of Miami Harbor -Miami-Dade County,
Florida
SAI: FL20000ll000l5C

RE:

) Dear Mr. Duck:

The Florida State Clearinghouse has been advised that our
reviewing agencies require additional time to complete the review
of the above-referenced project. In order to receive comments
from all agencies, an additional fifteen days is requested for
completion of the state's consistency review in accordance with
15 CFR 930.41(b). We will make every effort to conclude the
review and forward the consistency determination to you on or
before March 10, 2000.

Thank you for your understarlding. I f you ha~le any questions
regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Cherie Trainor,
Clearinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 922-5438.

I

Sincerely,

'::J2QFJ;~~
Ralph Cantral, Executive Director
Florida Coastal Management Program

RC/cc

,J 2555 SHUMARD OAK BOULEVARD. TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100
Phone: 850.488.8466/Suncom 278.8466 FAX: 850.921.0781/Suncom 291.0781

Internet address: http://www.dca.state.fl.us

FLORIDA KEYS
Area of Critical Slate Concern Field Office

27% Overseas Highway, Suite 212
Marathon, Florida 33050-2227








































